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MESSIANIC PREDICTIONSIN THE PROPHETS
THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH

CHAPTER 11

Hitherto the prophet has chiefly confined himself to the bright side of the picture in his
announcement of the future which awaits the covenant nation (compare, especially, chap.
5); but another scene suddenly presents itself, and it is only when he has communicated
this to his hearers and readers that his description of the future, which has thus far, though
true, been only one-sided, is fully completed, and sufficient precaution taken to prevent
the abuse which a carnal mind might make of this partial representation.*

This section is divided into three parts. The first three verses, which serve as a prelude,
describe the ruin of the entire land by foes from without. A deeper insight into the cause
of this is given by the prophet in an account of a twofold symbolical process which took
place within his mind. In the first (vers. 4-14), the prophet takes the place of the angel of
the Lord, and depicts his future proceedings. Israel, which is doomed to be destroyed by
the judgments of God, appears as a flock destined for the slaughter. The prophet makes an
effort to save it. He takes upon himself the office of shepherd, and tries to rescue it from



the wicked shepherds who would lead it to destruction. But the obstinacy of both
shepherds and flock compels him to give up his office, and leave the flock to that utter
misery which he alone has hitherto been the means of averting. He now asks for his
wages; and they give him the contemptible sum of thirty pieces of silver. In this manner
the last manifestation of mercy on the part of God towards his people through the
Messiah, and their subsequent rejection, are typified. By the command of the Lord the
prophet then exhibits in a second symbolical action the wicked shepherds themselves,
who will worry and destroy the flock after the good shepherd has been rejected by it.
Hofmann (Weissagung und Erfullung, i. p. 316) regards vers. 1-3 as forming the
conclusion of the foregoing prophecy, whilst Bleek supposes these verses to “contain a
small and separate prophecy.” But both are wrong, as is evident from the fact that the
shepherds mentioned in ver. 3 are spoken of again in ver. 8, and that 2vn, “feed,” occurs
in ver. 4, where it also refers to the same shepherds. The good shepherd, the angel of the
Lord, is to make another attempt to rescue the people whom the evil shepherds, the
shepherds who are also lions, have led to destruction. Again, in vers. 15-17, the end of the
section returns to the subject of its commencement. We see there the lion-shepherds, on
whom judgment is represented (in ver. 3) as having already fallen, in full action again,
after the good shepherd has been removed out of the way. Moreover. both opinions,
Hofmann’s as well as Bleek’s, may be shown to rest upon a mistaken interpretation of
vers. 1-3.

Ver. 1. “Open thy gates, O Lebanon, and let fire devour thy cedars.”

The style is quite dramatic. The prophet, instead of announcing to Lebanon its future
destruction, commands it, as the servant of God, to open its gates. The meaning therefore
is, “Thou, Lebanon, wilt be stormed and devastated by the foe.” The question is, whether
this verse and those which follow are to be interpreted literally or allegorically?? As a
general reply, we may say, there can be no doubt that Lebanon is used here in a figurative
sense. Bleek’s opinion, that we have here the description of “a devastation of nature itself,
and that by the hands of violent men,” is proved to be incorrect by ver. 2, where the
cedars of Lebanon are expressly called “the mighty” and also by the earlier passage, Jer.
25:34-38, where the shepherds and the mighty of the flock are the princes and magnates
of the nation. The rest, therefore, must also be interpreted figuratively. But what are we to
understand by Lebanon? We are not left to conjecture here, to which Hofmann has
recourse, but can give an answer based upon a surer foundation. In the symbolical
language of Scripture, and particularly in Zechariah (chap. 4:7), mountains denote
kingdoms. Now, Lebanon, as being the nearest range which met the eyes of the sacred
writers, and the border mountains between Palestine and the heathen world, might be
taken as a symbol of the imperial power in the hands of the Gentiles. But it might also be
regarded as a symbol of that kingdom of which it originally formed a part, namely, the
kingdom of Israel. We find the symbol employed in the Scriptures to represent both of
these. Lebanon and anti-Lebanon are employed as symbols of the imperial power in the
Song of Sol. 4:8 (see the remarks on this passage) and Isa. 37:24, 14:8. In Isa. 10:34 and
Hab. 2:17, Lebanon is used to denote the Assyrian empire. It occurs in connection with
the mountains of Gilead, as a symbol of the kingdom of Judah, in Jer. 22:6, 7: “Thus saith
the Lord concerning the house of the king of Judah, Thou art Gilead unto me: surely I will
turn thee into a wilderness, into cities which are not inhabited; and | sanctify over thee
destroyers with their weapons, and they exterminate thy choice cedars, and cause them to
fall together over the fire.” In Ezek. 17:3, the family of David is represented as a lofty
cedar upon Lebanon. In this case, therefore, Lebanon must be a symbol of the kingdom of



Israel, which only existed in that of Judah in the time of the prophet. In the verse before
us the symbol is used in the latter sense.—Hofmann’s opinion, that this section contains
the announcement of a universal judgment, is proved to be incorrect by the parallel
passages in the two nearest prophets, Ezekiel and Jeremiah, by the fact that all the names
employed as symbols are names of places in the Holy Land (Lebanon, Bashan, the pride
of Jordan); by chap. 10:10, “I will bring them to the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and they
will not have room,” where the land of Lebanon is the land of Israel (the threat in the
verse before us is evidently intended as a contrast to the promise in the passage just
quoted, in fact the same contrast may be traced throughout between chap. 11 and chap. 9,
10); and, lastly, by the connection which has been shown to exist between vers. 1-3, and
ver. 4 sqgq.—If Lebanon, then, is the kingdom of Judah, not as contrasted with the ten
tribes, but including them (chap. 10), the cedars of Lebanon can only represent the chief
men of the kingdom. We are led to this conclusion by the express declaration in ver. 2.
Stately trees are generally the symbols of great men. In Ezek. 31:3 sqq., Asshur is
introduced as a cedar in Lebanon (compare Isa. 10:18, 19, 14:8, and my commentary on
Rev. 7:1).

Ver. 2. “Howl, cypress; for the cedar is fallen; the glorious ones being made desolate:
howl, ye oaks of Bashan; for the wood is felled, the defenced one.”

The cypresses, it is true, are inferior to the cedars; but on account of the hardness and
strength of their wood, and its suitable qualities for the building of palaces and ships, they
are placed in the second rank; and there are other passages (e.g. Isa. 14:8, 37:24, and
Ezek. 31:8), in which the two are connected together. The oak-forests of Bashan were
also celebrated, the oak being generally classed among the noblest trees. Compare Isa.
2:14, where the oaks of Bashan are classed with the cedars of Lebanon, as they are in this
passage. Both in substance and in the expressions employed, there is a resemblance to the
passage before us in such passages as Isa. 23:14, “Howl, ye ships of Tarshish, for your
fortress is destroyed;” and Jer. 49:3,” Howl Heshbon; for Ai is in ruins.” It is a general
custom with the prophets, when the strong has fallen, to call upon the weaker to tremble
and mourn, and in this manner to give expression to the thought that for the latter there is
no longer any hope of deliverance (compare the remarks on chap. 9:5).—The relative wx
is equivalent here to “because,” or “inasmuch as,” and is introductory to the explanation.
That x7>7°0 are not glorious trees, but the nobles of the nation, is evident from the earlier
passage on which this is founded (Jer. 14:3), “their nobles (glorious ones) have sent their
little ones to the water,” and 25:34-38, where the leading men are called the glorious
ones of the flock. 777 is also applied to wood which has been felled, in Isa. 32:19. His
proud and lofty trees come down, as it were, from the throne into the dust. The words of
Isaiah are: “It hails, when the wood comes down.” The world is represented there as
visited by the judgments of God; and Michaelis interprets the words as referring to the
time “when the kingdom of Antichrist will be destroyed.” In the passage before us, on the
other hand, the judgment falls upon the faithless covenant nation. It is the more natural to
conclude that there is some connection between this passage and the one in Isaiah, since
there is a link of connection in chap 10:11, “And the pride of Asshur is thrown down, and
the sceptre of Egypt departs,” to which the words before us evidently refer. The leaf is
turned. The judgment which was formerly inflicted upon the world for the good of the
Israelites-now falls upon the faithless covenant nation itself.—“The wood, the strong one
is equivalent to “the wood notwithstanding its strength.” In the symbolical language of
Scripture, the wood denotes the whole nation, as the lofty trees represent its leaders.
Compare Isa. 9:17, 10:19, 34, 23:19, 37:24, 44:23, “Break forth, ye mountains, into



singing, O forest, and every tree therein,” where the mountains are the kingdoms, the
wood the nation, and the trees men. The passage upon which this is more immediately
founded is Ezek. 20:46 sqg. The nation of Judah is described there as “the forest of the
south.” The forest of the south, says Hitzig, is devoured by the fire of Jehovah (vers. 46-
50), i.e. his sword will exterminate the inhabitants of the land of Judah (chap. 21:1-5); the
men are trees, therefore the nation is a forest.” The explanation is given in ver. 2,
“Prophecy against the land of Israel.” The marginal reading 2%, which is only used of
the vintage, in the place of 2x19, winch is very commonly employed in the sense of “firm,
inapproachable” (in Ezek. 21:26, Jerusalem is called 2x1777), probably arose from the
passage being compared with Jer. 6:9, for which there is no warrant.

Ver. 3. “The voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their ornament is spoiled: the
voice of the roaring of the lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.”

The prophet is describing what took place in a vision, and this will explain the absence of
the verb, which could not be accounted for merely on the supposition of an ellipsis. The
passage on which this is based is Jer. 35:34 sqqg. Jeremiah is speaking there of the
Chaldean judgment, a repetition of which is announced by Zechariah here; hence the
connection between the two passages is a purely internal one. In Jeremiah, the judgment
falls upon Judah and the surrounding heathen world. But Judah is the central point. Ver.
36 agrees almost word for word with the first half of the verse before us, “The voice of
the crying of the shepherds and the howling of the glorious one of the flock: for the Lord
lays waste their pasture.” Ver. 38 corresponds to the second clause: “They leave, as a
lion, their camp; for their land will be for a desolation.”* The only thing which is peculiar
to Zechariah is the fact that the lions are represented as being frightened out of the pride
of the Jordan, the noble wood, which covers its banks, and prevents you from seeing the
water till you have passed it, and which still affords shelter to innumerable wild beasts,
though there are no longer any lions among them (Burckhardt, ii. p. 593; Rosenmdiller,
Alterthumskunde, ii. 1. p. 196 sqq.). Even this has been taken from other passages of
Jeremiah.> —The connection in which the allusion to the shepherds at the end of the
introduction stands to the prophecy generally (“feed,” ver. 4; “ye shepherds,” ver. 5, etc.)
has been correctly pointed out by Ewald: “The prophecy has thus by a sudden leap
approached the shepherds, of whom it treats in a much more serious tone after this lively
prelude.” As the shepherds referred to afterwards (in vers. 4, 5, 8, 15) are the rulers of the
nation, it must also be to them that reference is here made, in harmony with the original
passage in Jeremiah. What we are to understand by the ornament of the shepherds may be
gathered from Jeremiah, where we find “their pasture” instead. According to this, we are
not to restrict it to the pasture, as Maurer does, or to understand it as meaning the things
of which they are proud and make a boast, as Hitzig does; but must refer it simply to the
good of the land, flowing with milk and honey, which was at their disposal, their proud
possession.—Lions are frequently employed as symbols of strong and despotic men
(compare Job 4:10 and Ps. 34:11), especially of tyrannical rulers (see the remarks on Rev.
13:2 and Song of Sol. 4:8). But the most deserving of attention is Ezek. 19, where the
tyrannical princes of Judah are called 59>7°a (lions). Schmieder has justly observed,— “A
very sharp reproof is implied in the fact that the shepherds of the nation are compared to
lions, a shepherd and lion in one being something very similar to a wolf in sheep’s
clothing. This prepares the way for what follows, where the pious (?) sheep are mentioned
whom the shepherds will not spare.” The shepherds are also lions; this is the clue to the
catastrophe depicted in vers. 1-3. Where the leaders are so degenerate, the whole life of
the nation must have been deeply corrupted. The pride of the Jordan corresponds to the



pride of Jacob in Ps. 47:5, Amos 6:8, Nah. 2:3, and means the glorious possession and
inheritance bestowed upon him. The issue of the whole is, that the threat of Ezekiel in
chap. 33:28, “I lay the land most desolate, and the pomp of her strength shall cease, the
mountains of Israel shall be desolate that none shall pass through,” receives a new
fulfilment.

Ver. 4. The prophet, having given a pictorial description in vers. 1-3 of the judgment to be
inflicted upon the covenant nation, proceeds now to the manner in which this result would
be brought about. The first three verses bear much the same relation to the rest of the
chapter as Isa. 52:13-15 to chap. 53.—Thus saith the Lord my God, feed the flock of the
slaughter.® The question arises here, to whom are these words addressed? Who is it who
is here commissioned to feed the flock? (1.) Very many of the earlier expositors assumed
that these words were addressed, without the prophet’s intervention, to the angel of the
Lord, who was essentially one with God himself, in other words, to the Messiah, in
whom, according to the teaching of the Old Testament, this angel was eventually to
appear. The fact that there is something forced in the assumption that another person is
introduced in this sudden manner, and without further notice, is not sufficient to prove
that the opinion is incorrect. The abrupt introduction of new persons, whose presence is
merely indicated by their speeches and actions, is a thing of frequent occurrence in the
prophecies, and was a necessary result of the dramatic character of the prophetical
writings. And there is the less ground for objecting to the sudden appearance of the angel
of the Lord in the present instance, from the fact that throughout the whole of the first part
he is constantly represented as one of the persons employed. But a comparison of ver. 15
sqqg. is amply sufficient to overthrow this exposition. The person who is referred to in
these verses must be the same as the subject of ver. 4 sqqg. This is evident from the
expression, “Take unto thee again the instruments of the evil shepherd.” The word 7y,
again, is a proof that the person who takes the instruments of the evil shepherd in this
case is the very same as the person who took the instruments of the wicked shepherd in
ver. 7 sqq. But the contents of ver. 15 sqq. do not apply in any way to the angel of the
Lord or the Messiah, as the supporters of this view are obliged to confess. It cannot
therefore be to him that reference is made in the fourth and following verses.

(2.) Others (including Hitzig, Ewald, Hofmann, and Bleek) suppose that the prophet is
addressed, not as the representative of another, but in his private capacity. But ver. 15
sqq. demonstrates the incorrectness of this view quite as much as that of the former. If the
prophet is introduced there, not in his private capacity, but as the representative of
another, this must also be assumed to be the case here.” Moreover the very first words go
beyond the ordinary vocation of a prophet. No prophet was ever appointed to be the
shepherd over the whole covenant nation. How could a prophet be the chief shepherd of
the whole flock (ver. 7), by whom all the other shepherds or rulers of the nation were
deposed (ver. 8), who kept the nation in safety from all its outward foes,® who preserved
internal peace, and at whose all-powerful word both peace and safety came to an end?
What sense is there in the account of the thirty pieces of silver, if the prophet himself is
intended? We may also appeal to the parallel passages, which are of such peculiar import-
ance in the case of Zechariah. When the prophets pointed the people to the Good
Shepherd of the future, they either spoke of the Lord himself, who would act as a
shepherd to the nation which the wicked shepherds had ruined (compare Isa. 40:11, “He
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arm, and carry them in
his bosom, and gently lead those that give suck™), or of the Messiah (e.g. Ezek. 34:23,
“And | will set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, my servant David, he



shall feed them and he shall be their shepherd,” chap. 37:24, compare Jer. 3:15, 23:4, 5).
The manner in which these two passages are to be made to harmonize, namely, by
assuming that the Lord would discharge the duties of a shepherd through the Messiah, is
especially evident from Ezek. 34, where the allusion to Christ as the Good Shepherd of
the future is preceded by the declaration that the Lord himself will visit his flock and take
it under his care (vers. 11, 12). There must be an intimate connection, therefore, between
the Lord and the second David. But how could we conceive it possible that the very same
position which is occupied everywhere else by the Lord and his anointed should be here
assigned to the prophet? Lastly, the idea that the passage refers to the prophet, generally
goes hand in hand with the assumption that the narrative relates to some past event, and
that the prophet is describing an attempt which had been made by him to rescue the
unhappy kingdom of the ten tribes from destruction. But this opinion is thoroughly
inadmissible. It is evident from vers. 1-3, ver. 7, and the allusion made to the brotherhood
of Judah and Israel in ver. 14, that the section does not relate to the Ephraimites.
Moreover. no analogy can be adduced in support of the reference to anything pasty which
is also overthrown by the correspondence between the threat of punishment in the fifth
chapter and the emblematical portion of the present prophecy.

(3.) The only remaining view is, that ver. 4 commences an account of a symbolical
transaction, in which the prophet represents another person, and typifies his conduct and
circumstances. That this is commonly the case with the symbolical actions of the pro-
phets, may be seen from every one of them. In this manner Isaiah, for example, in chap.
20 sets forth the coming fate of the Egyptians and Ethiopians. And thus do Jeremiah in
chap 20 and Ezekiel in chap. 4 depict the future condition of the covenant nation. In the
symbolical procedure related in the first three chapters of Hosea, the prophet represents
the Lord, and his actions show forth the treatment which the covenant nation would
receive from the hands of the Lord. In determining who is the person represented by the
prophet on this occasion, the choice can only be between the Lord and his angel or
revealer. It cannot be argued in defence of the latter, that on several occasions the Lord is
distinguished from the subject of the address, as in vers. 4, 13. Such a distinction forms an
essential part of a symbolical transaction, as we may easily see if we compare Hosea; it
belongs to the drapery, not to the substance. The person represented tells his
representative what he is to do, in order that the representation itself may correspond to
the reality. There is, however, just as little force in the argument which may be adduced
on the other side, that in ver. 13 Jehovah calls the miserable wages paid to the shepherd
the goodly price at which he, the Lord, was priced. Just as in other prophecies the angel of
the Lord, who is connected with him by unity of nature, is sometimes distinguished from
him as the messenger from the sender, and at other times participates in both his name
and actions, so is it also with Zechariah. The most striking example is chap. 2:8, 9, “Thus
saith Jehovah Zebaoth, after the glory® hath he sent me unto the heathen which spoil you;
for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. For behold I will shake my hand
upon them, and they shall be a spoil to the servants, and ye shall know that Jehovah
Zebaoth hath sent me.” The speaker is here distinguished from Jehovah Zebaoth who had
sent him; nevertheless, the prophet calls him Jehovah Zebaoth, and he attributes to
himself a divine work, namely, the destruction of the enemies of the covenant nation (see
the remarks on the passage itself).

The decision of this question is rather dependent upon the result to be obtained from the
general contents of Zechariah’s prophecies, with reference to the relation in which the
Lord and his angel stood to the covenant nation. Now we very soon discover that all the



intercourse between the Lord and his people was carried on through the medium of his
revealer, who was furnished with all the fulness of his power; that all the blessings
imparted to the nation proceeded from him,—that he in fact was the real protector and
covenant God of the Israelites. It was he who was in the midst of the myrtle-bush, the
symbol of the covenant nation, attended by a company of angels (chap. 1:8). He promises
to dwell in the midst of the people (chap. 2:14), and it is he who rebuts the charge brought
by Satan against the covenant nation in the person of its representative Joshua, and on his
own authority bestows upon him the forgiveness of sins (chap. 3:1 sqq,). To whom, then,
but to him, the constant shepherd of the nation, could the last and greatest attempt to
prove his fidelity as a shepherd, which is depicted in this section, be possibly attributed?
This result, which is thus independently obtained, is confirmed by the fact that in the
history of the angel of the Lord, who appeared m the Messiah, we meet with the thirty
pieces of silver again, and that in the New Testament he is represented as the subject of
this prophecy, and actually hints at the fact himself (John 21:15-17).— We need scarcely
stop to inquire whether the symbolical transaction here described was an inward or an
outward one. The former is very obvious, as Maimonides has shown (Mor. Neb. ii. 46,
Buxt. p. 324). The tending of the sheep, the destruction of the three shepherds, the
payment of the thirty pieces of silver as wages,—it is impossible that any of these should
have taken place outwardly, especially as the literal meaning is sometimes seen behind
the symbol, for example in ver. 11, where the miserable sheep are spoken of, who waited
upon the great Shepherd, and knew that it was the word of the Lord; also in ver. 12,
where the prophet treats with the flock itself respecting his wages, both of which would
be inexplicable if the prophet had been tending a real flock of sheep. Moreover, the
supposition that the symbolical action was a purely inward one, is favoured by the
analogy of the visions in the first part, which differ from the present only so far that in the
latter the prophet appears upon the scene as one of the leading actors, whereas in the
former he seldom takes any part, except when he receives information as to the meaning
of the symbolical representations (compare, however, chap. 3:5). The department of
visions is generally the most predominant in such prophets as appeared subsequent to the
intercourse of the nation with the Chaldeans, especially Ezekiel and Daniel, and in the
case of both of these there is everything to indicate the internal character of the events
narrated.

So far as the meaning of this symbolical action is concerned, we must reject at the outset
every interpretation in which, whilst the authenticity of the second part is admitted,
reference is supposed to be made to some event that occurred before the captivity. They
are most of them the inventions of Jews who were actuated by hostility to Christians, and
are all of them so absurd as to be utterly undeserving of any minute investigation.'® The
argument adduced in support of them, namely, the use of the preterites, loses all its force
when once it is shown that the prophet is here describing a symbolical action. For this had
already taken place whilst the thing typified was still future. If, then, it is clearly
established that reference is made to the time of the second temple, the choice must be
between two interpretations. According to one of these, the whole of the dealings of God
with the covenant nation under the second temple are alluded to here; according to the
other, the symbolical representation sets forth one particular effort which was to be made
in the time of the second temple, to save the nation from destruction, namely, the pastoral
work of Christ, and the rejection of the people which followed the rejection of the
Messiah. The first view is held by Abarbanel, whose words we must quote if only for the
purpose of showing that the power of truth was superior to doctrinal prejudices in his
case, much more than in that of other Jewish expositors, and allowed him to grasp at least



the fundamental idea of the prophecy.*! The same opinion is also adopted by Calvin.
According to his interpretation, the Lord discharged the duties of a shepherd by means of
all his faithful servants in the time of the second temple, but most perfectly of all by
Christ."? An elaborate defence of this view is to be found in Abicht, p. 1092 sqg.** On the
other hand, the opinion that the prophecy relates exclusively to the office of shepherd to
be filled by Christ, has predominated to such an extent that nothing would be gained by
mentioning the names of its supporters. If we examine the arguments adduced in support
of the first opinion, it will be obvious at once that the reason assigned by Abicht has no
force whatever. For how does it follow, from the fact that the prophecy contained in chap.
9 and 10 embraces the whole period of the second temple, from the favours conferred
upon the Jews in connection with Alexander’s triumphs to the coming of Christ, that the
prophecy before us must be equally comprehensive? It is restricted rather to the principal
object of the foregoing prediction, namely, the coming of Christ (see chap. 9:9, 10),
which it presents in another point of view, in order that its meaning may be fully
understood and not be so perverted by a one-sided and worldly interpretation as to
become pernicious instead of salutary. Reference might also be made to Jer. 23:4, where
the Lord promises to give to the people good shepherds in the place of the bad ones it had
before, and to Ezek. 34, where the announcement that the Lord will undertake the office
of shepherd relates to the entire period extending from the return from Babylon to the
coming of Christ. But even in these prophecies, which Zechariah evidently had in his
mind, peculiar prominence is given to the mission of the Messiah, as the highest and most
perfect manifestation of the faithfulness of the Lord as the shepherd of his people. In
Ezek. 34:23, the Lord says, “I will set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall feed them,
even my servant David; he shall feed them, and shall be their shepherd. And | the Lord
will be their God, and my servant David, a prince among them.” And in Jer. 23:5 he says,
“l will raise unto David a righteous branch, who will be a king, and will govern well, and
execute judgment and justice in the earth.” Now, why should not Zechariah, with these
prophecies before him, have given prominence to the highest and last manifestation of the
fidelity of the Lord as a shepherd, and to that alone, especially when the subordinate
manifestations of this fidelity, winch were depicted by Jeremiah and Ezekiel at the same
time, had already taken place to a great extent in the return of the people from captivity,
and the raising up of those two excellent rulers, Zerubbabel and Joshua, whose praises
Zechariah had already sounded in the first part of his book? It is not possible, therefore, to
adduce even a plausible argument in favour of this view; on the other hand, a decisive
argument may be adduced against it. According to this explanation, the office of shepherd
undertaken by the Lord, and consequently the destruction of the three shepherds
described in ver. 8, must have been a continuous act, which lasted from the return from
captivity till the Roman catastrophe, that is, for several centuries. But it is stated in ver. 8,
“I cut off the three shepherds in one month.” We have here a distinct explanation on the
part of the prophets, that his symbolical representation depicts one single manifestation of
the faithfulness of the Lord as a shepherd, which is to be completed in a comparatively
brief period of time. To this we may add, that the term applied to the covenant nation,
“the flock of the slaughter,” is very appropriate to the condition of the people at the time
when Christ came, but not during the whole period of the second temple, and least of all
to the prophet’s own days. It is true that Calvin refers it to the last of these.'* But if we
examine the description given in ver. 5, we shall quickly perceive that the state of the
people depicted there is very different from their poor, no doubt, but yet peaceable
condition on their return from captivity.— Lastly, the breaking of the staff called mercy,
denoting the withdrawal of tlie protection hitherto afforded by the Lord to his people
against the heathen nations, and the breaking of the staff “of the bound ones,” which



represented the dissolution of the unity existing in the nation itself, are both of them
apparently single acts with lasting consequences (compare ver. 11, “and it was broken in
that day”). The Lord does not give up his nation to passing judgments, as in the previous
history, to receive it back again when it has repented; but a peremptory degree of
rejection is issued against them. And yet, if the announcement related to the whole of the
dealings of the Lord with the covenant nation during the period of the second temple, we
should expect to find the former. If, then, the rejection is one single act, the conduct of the
people which occasions it must be the last and greatest exhibition of its hardness of heart;
and this was seen in the rejection of Christ. A comparison of ver. 4 and ver. 6 will also
show that this is the case: “Feed the flock of the slaughter, . . . for I will no more pity the
inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord.” The feeding is represented here as the last attempt
to rescue the unhappy nation, whose utter destruction would immediately follow, if, as
was actually the case, the attempt should be unsuccessful.

A difference of opinion has still to be mentioned with reference to the meaning of x'x
m3053. The flock of the slaughter may mean a flock already being slaughtered, or one
which is to be slaughtered at some future time. The Lord may call the covenant nation by
this name, either for the purpose of showing that he has undertaken the office of
shepherd, on account of his compassion for the miserable condition into which the people
had fallen previous to his becoming their shepherd, or because of his pity for the nation
on account of the judgments which still impended over it. It is best to combine the two.
The wretched condition of the nation at the time, governed as it was by evil rulers both
native and foreign, was the effect of the just judgment of God. This condition would not
only continue, but be heightened in future, if the nation did not sincerely repent; and it is
to furnish it with the means of repentance that the Lord himself undertakes the office of
shepherd, and comes to save the lost one.—There can be no doubt that the Lord alludes to
this passage when he says to Peter in John 21:15, “Feed my lambs,” and in vers. 16, 17,
“Feed my sheep.” (ta apvia which answers to the Hebrew vox°n, may be explained on the
supposition that the Saviour had also Isa. 40:11 in his mind, which he combines with the
passage before us.) When Jesus is leaving the earth, he transfers to Peter, as his
representative, the office which the Father has entrusted to him according to the words of
prophecy. “Jesus is the Lord of both lambs and sheep. He loves his flock, and commends
it to one who loves him” (Bengel). But it is remarkable that Jesus speaks of his sheep,
whereas the passage on which his words are based mentions the flock of the slaughter, the
whole nation which is devoted to destruction. The office of shepherd over this, however,
the Lord had already relinquished. Hence he could not transfer it to Peter. He simply
refers to the office of shepherd over the little flock, the elect of the old covenant nation,
“The poor of the flock, who wait upon me,” as they are called in ver. 11.

Ver. 5. “Whose buyers slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and whose sellers say,
Blessed be the Lord; for | enrich myself: and their own shepherds spare them not.”

The futures in this verse are all to be taken as signs of actions, which had indeed already
commenced, but would also be continued. They are sufficient in themselves to show that
it is not merely with reference to the present and the past that the Israelites are called
sheep for the slaughter. 3wx> X% is rendered by many commentators “they are not
punished;” by others, “they do not feel themselves guilty.” In a similar manner, the words
“blessed be the Lord, I enrich myself” are understood by most expositors as indicating the
greatest cruelty and harshness on the part of the sellers. But this view is decidedly
incorrect. :myR> can neither mean “they regard themselves as guilty,” nor “they are not



punished.” It is true that awx like all the verbs denoting sinning, has also a subordinate
meaning indicating punishment for sin, but the leading idea of guilt is never lost sight of.
The untenable character of this rendering is still more apparent from a comparison of the
parallel passages. From these we learn that the idea which the prophet intends to express
is this, “The wretched condition of the people is not the result of human caprice, but of
the just judgment of God.” Jer. 2:3 is particularly applicable here: “Israel was holy to the
Lord, the first-fruits of his increase. All that devoured him were guilty, evil came upon
them, saith the Lord.”*® The prophet contrasts the former time, when no one could have
injured the nation which walked in the fear of God without incurring guilt and exposing
himself to punishment, with the present time, when it is given up by the Lord himself as a
just prey to its foes, who act as his instruments. Jer. 50:6, 7, is equally in point, “My
people are lost sheep, their shepherds lead them astray; they let them wander about upon
the mountains; they go from mountain to hill, they forget their fold. All who find them
devour them, and their adversaries say, we incur no guilt, because they have sinned
against the Lord, the habitation of righteousness, against the Lord, the hope of their
fathers.” The reason why their enemies are not guilty is here expressly stated to be, that
the nation has fallen away from its God, who has given them up to the tyranny of their
enemies as a. just act of divine judgment. Jer. 25:9 also deserves to be quoted, although
not so distinctly referred to by the prophet as the two already mentioned: “Behold, | send
and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, my servant, and bring them upon this land, and upon all these nations round
about, and I place them under the ban, and lay them waste,” etc. Nebuchadnezzar is
represented here as the minister of divine justice, who might have executed its decrees
upon the covenant nation in an irreproachable manner if this appointment had been the
motive by which he was actuated, just as the war against the people of the covenant is
described as a holy war in chap. 22:7 (“I sanctify destroyers upon thee”).

“Thy sellers say” is equivalent to they might say. A person is often represented as having
said what he might very naturally have said under the circumstances. But if we compare
Isa. 36:10, where Sennacherib says, “Am | now come up without the Lord against this
land to destroy it? the Lord said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it,” we
shall see that the enemies of the Israelites had some conception at times of their high
vocation. Gain which can lead a man to say, “bless or praise the Lord” in other words, for
which he can thank God. is righteous gain.'” 17°1'p is not their possessors, as many
suppose, but their sellers, as the antithesis to 17°73 » clearly shows (compare Isa. 24:2).
The buyers and sellers of the flock are those who do just as they please with the covenant
nation. We cannot follow Theodoret, Cyril, and many others, who imagine that wicked
rulers belonging to the nation itself are intended. The expression must rather be referred
to foreign oppressors, as it has been by Jerome, who correctly explains it as denoting the
Romans. This is obvious from the parallel passages just quoted, and still more so from the
circumstances themselves. How could the flock of Israel be a lawful gain to its native
shepherds? They were the principal cause of its rebellion, and the punishment fell with
peculiar severity upon them (compare ver. 17 and Jer. 23:1). On the other hand, the
shepherds who do not spare the flock are most probably the native rulers exclusively, as
we may gather from ver. 8 and vers. 15-17. The former of these also furnishes conclusive
evidence that by the shepherds we are not to understand merely the civil rulers, as
Abarbanel and Grotius do, but the ecclesiastical rulers also, particularly those whom the
Lord had appointed in any way to be the leaders of the nation. There is a gradation in the
passage, therefore; not only will the people continue to groan, as they do now, under the
oppression of foreign tyrants, but their own rulers will also be irretrievably ruined as well



as they. The apparently feeble expression, “They spare not,” is stronger than any positive

statement as to the nature of their conduct would be, especially when applied to the native
shepherds, since it indicates at once that both nature and duty required them to spare their
own flock, and therefore it was a severe judgment on the part of God when they denied it.

Ver. 6. “For | will not spare the inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord: and I will give
one into the power of another, and into the power of his king; and they lay waste the land,
and | will not save out of their hand.”

> at the commencement of this verse might refer to ver. 5. In this case the futures would
have to be taken in the sense of ordinary futures, and the flock of the slaughter would
mean one which was afterward to be slaughtered, and not one whose slaughter had
already commenced. The present verse would then assign the reason why the nation was
to be given up to destruction without its destroyers being chargeable with guilt, provided
it resisted this last attempt at its rescue. The Lord, who has long waited for fruit from the
bad, tree, must at last cut it down. But as the flock is represented in ver. 7 as being
already in a miserable condition, at the time when the Lord enters upon his office as
shepherd, we have no reason to restrict vers. 4 and 5 to the future. It is better, therefore, to
refer > to the injunction “feed the flock of the slaughter” Make a last attempt to save it,
for I cannot and must not any longer suffer its fearful apostasy to go unpunished. yax:,
the land, viz. the land of Israel, already referred to. “He is speaking of the land to which
he has already referred, and not of the whole world, as the Jewish commentators have
falsely interpreted in their wish to turn the sentence of God away from themselves to
some other quarter” (Jerome).

The explanation of this verse also depends upon a parallel passage in Jeremiah (chap.
19:9): “And | cause them to eat the flesh of their sons, and the flesh of their daughters,
and they eat every one the flesh of his friend in their distress and want, which are brought
upon them by their enemies and those who seek their life.” A twofold cause of their ruin
is given, a twofold punishment from the Lord is mentioned, namely, the strife among the
people themselves, which is heightened by suffering and the oppression of the foe. “We
find precisely the same thing here; the former is indicated in the expression, “I give them
to one another,” and the latter in the words, “I give them up to their king.” That we are to
understand by the king a foreign oppressor, and not a native ruler, is evident from the fact
that the covenant nation had no native king in the time of the prophet, and that he never
speaks of any such king in his descriptions of the future, with the exception of the
Messiah. Contention within and foes without are not only mentioned in the passage
quoted from Jeremiah, and in lIsa. 9:7 sqqg. (compare especially vers. 18, 19, and chap.
3:4), but they are also linked together by our prophet himself in chap. 8:10, as the two
principal methods of punishment employed by God for the chastisement of his people,
“For before these days . . . there was no peace from the enemy, and | set every man one
against another.” This miserable state of things, which existed in the nation previous to
the commencement of its captivity, is here represented as returning with still greater force
on account of its base ingratitude for repeated forgiveness, and its relapse into apostasy. If
we turn to the fulfilment, we may see at once that the king is the Roman Emperor.
(Compare John 19:15, where the Jews say, “We have no king but Caesar.”) We need not
stop to show how literally this prophecy applies to the fate of the Jews subsequent to their
rejection of Christ, to the passionate contests of parties within the city, and eventually its
conquest by the Romans; much less is there any necessity to bring forward the well-
known passages from Josephus, which Jahn has provided with so liberal a hand. Bleek is



of opinion that the expression “of his king” is a proof that the reference can only be to a
native king. But he has overlooked Hosea 11:5, “Assyria is his king.” There is probably a
distinct allusion to this passage in the words before us, and there is the greater reason for
supposing this from the fact that Assyria is mentioned in chap. 10:10, with evident
reference to Hosea, as the representative of the imperial power. This passage also
furnishes a refutation of Hofmann, who most strangely interprets this verse as denoting
the ill-treatment of the whole human race (see Weissagung und Erfullung, i. p. 318).
Schmieder says, “We cannot regard these words as relating to the king of the whole land,
for every one is to be given into the hand of his king, not of the king who is king of all”
But the king of the whole land is also the king of every individual. The mode of
expression employed is a peculiar one, which would certainly appear strange if it stood by
itself; but it is to be explained from its connection with the previous clause, “I give them
into the power of one another.” Those who refer the expression to a native king, however.
must fail to notice vers. 1-3, where foreign foes are described as laying waste the land,
and also ver. 10, where the principal danger is represented as coming from without, in
consequence of the covenant with the nations being broken.—To the word 173, “the
neighbour and the king,” might be supplied as the subject. But it is better to understand
the king alone as being the subject, or rather the heathen foe concealed behind him. For
apparently the words, “and they lay the land waste” are simply an abridgment of the
account of the hostile invasion in vers. 1-3. np3, to smite in pieces, may be more suitably
applied to a hostile invasion than to internal contentions. In other passages it is always
used in connection with foreign foes (Num. 14:45; Deut. 1:44; Isa. 24:12). The words, “I
will not deliver out of their hand,” also point to heathen oppression.

Ver. 7. “And so | fed the flock of the slaughter, therefore the most miserable sheep. And |
took unto me two staves; the one | called Loveliness, and the other | called the United
Ones; and fed the flock.”

There can be no doubt that 957 means therefore on this account. Other renderings have all
been adopted without any foundation. The simplest explanation is that given by Hitzig,
who supposes the expression to refer to vers. 5, 6, in which case the word therefore
merely repeats in a more distinct and emphatic manner what has already been said at the
commencement, “and so | fed.” As the directions to feed the sheep are explained by what
follows in ver. 6 which commences with “for” so does the account of the execution of the
order point back to the same explanation through the word therefore (I fed), with which it
begins. The miserable of the sheep are the most miserable sheep, those whose miserable
condition is such that the rest in comparison are not miserable at all. The question arises,
however, where are we to find the whole, the flock generally, with which the part is here
compared. If we suppose the former to be one particular flock, the nation of Israel for ex-
ample, the miserable would then be a portion of that nation, which was peculiarly
miserable. If, on the other hand, we understand the former as denoting sheep generally,
meaning thereby all people and nations, the most miserable sheep would then be the
whole of the covenant nation. The former is the more customary view; and it is generally
supposed that an antithesis is intended here, similar to Ezek. 34:16: “I will seek the lost,
and bring back the strayed, bind up the wounded, and strengthen the sick; but the fat and
strong | will destroy.” It is also added that the most miserable are those who are made
humble by their misery, and long for salvation. But on closer examination it is evident
that the latter view is the correct one. It cannot be objected to this that in ver. 11 “the most
miserable sheep” are only the God-fearing portion of the nation. For the limitation does
not arise from the expression, “the most miserable sheep,” but from the clause which



follows, “who adhered to me;” and this modifying clause rather tends to show that “the
most miserable sheep” is in itself a general expression not limited to any particular class,
but referring to the whole nation. The most decisive evidence in favour of the latter,
however, is to be found in two parallel passages of Jeremiah, viz. chap. 49:20, “Surely
they (the children of Edom) tear the lowliest sheep:” and chap. 50:45, where the same
statement is made with reference to the Chaldeans. In both passages, “the lowliest sheep”
Is an expression applied to the Israelites, in contrast with all the nations round about.
Moreover, the Lord is described in vers. 4 and 9 as undertaking the office of shepherd not
merely over a portion of the nation, but over the whole, and for the good of the whole.
The expression “most miserable sheep” is identical with “sheep of the slaughter,” by
which the whole nation is designated. The fact that two shepherds’ staves are taken is
supposed by many expositors to denote the various ways in which God dealt with the
nation. But this idea is founded upon an erroneous interpretation of the names of the
staves. A shepherd’s staff is the instrument with which the shepherd defends his flock and
ensures their wellbeing; “thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4). Hence the two
staves taken on this occasion indicate the protection afforded by the Good Shepherd
against a twofold danger, from outward foes and inward contention; the two sources of
danger referred to in ver. 6, as those which would lead to the ruin of the nation in the
event of its hardness of heart continuing. But now, so long as the last attempt to lead it to
repentance continues, the danger is averted by the faithful Shepherd. After this it breaks
in with fearful violence.

ay'1is rendered by most commentators loveliness or beauty (Sept., kéAlog; Aquila and
Symmachus, svrpéneia; Jerome, decus). At first sight the word, as thus interpreted,
appears to have but little meaning: and, according to ver. 10, the staff represented the
mercy of the Lord, by which he protected the nation from being destroyed by outward
foes. But the usages of the language are decisive in favour of this rendering, and every
objection is removed by the fact that the expression, which is indefinite in itself, is more
precisely defined by the two earlier passages to which this refers, viz. Ps. 90:17, “The
loveliness of the Lord be upon us” (may it show itself in our history), and Ps. 27:4, “One
thing have | desired of the Lord, that will | seek after, that I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the loveliness of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple.” According to these passages the staff loveliness can only denote the lovely
aspect in which the Lord manifests himself to My people, and therefore is identical with
the staff mercy. We cannot agree with Bleek, who explains the name as denoting the
loveliness of the people, an explanation at variance alike with the passages quoted and
also with ver. 10, where the staff denotes an act of God; nor yet with Maurer, who renders
it amoenitatem, vitam commodam. The singular ay1 indicates the relation of the One God
to his nation; the plural o°ar that of the members of the nation to one another.—The
second name o°72'1 is supposed by many to be used in a bad sense, denoting either
perdentes or dolentes. Thus in contrast with the first staff grace, the second is the staff
woes, with which the nation is to be punished in case it should refuse to receive the Lord
as its shepherd.™ But the following proofs are sufficient to establish its incorrectness. (1.)
%an does not mean to destroy or to be destroyed either in the Kal or Niphal, much less to
feel pain?'® (2.) This rendering, as Calvin has already observed, is shown to be incorrect
by the fact that the Lord makes use of the staff to feed the flock during the day of grace,
and that he is represented in ver. 14 as breaking it when the period of grace is over. From
this it is evident that the staff must be a symbol of blessings, and not of punishments. The
breaking of the first staff denoted the withdrawal of a divine blessing, and that of the
second does the same. Taking the staff, therefore, must represent the bestowal of a



blessing; and as the harmony of the nation is destroyed when the staff is broken, this
harmony must be the blessing bestowed when the staff is taken in the hand. (3.) It is
difficult to understand the use of the plural if this explanation be adopted.

Other expositors, who are convinced that this rendering is inadmissible, have taken the
word in the sense of binding. Three different modifications of this meaning have been
suggested. Many of the early translators have rendered the word cord, either because they
regarded 22'r as merely another form of 527, a cord, or because they pointed it
differently. Thus in the Septuagint, Aquila, and Symmachus we have kot tv &tépav
gxdleca oyoivioua. Jerome translates it et alterant vocavi funiculos. Calvin, who points
the word o217, adopts the same rendering.? Others (e.g. Drusius, Fuller, and Marck) take
the word as an active participle, “the binders.”** And others again, with De Dieu as their
leader, regard it as a passive participle, and render it “the bound” or “the allied.” There
can be no doubt whatever that the word is generally used in Hebrew in the sense of
binding, and that not merely in a literal, but also in a metaphorical sense.? There can also
be just as little doubt that 2217 has both an active and passive signification. This is suffi-
ciently evident from the metaphorical use of the term Pfandung, which has the double
meaning of binding another, and binding oneself, or being bound. (Compare the passages
quoted from Job and Nehemiah.) In the Arabic the two corresponding verbs, which
originally formed but one root, have not only an active meaning in the first conjugation,
but a passive and reflective sense as well, to pledge and to destroy, both from the idea of
binding, the latter as being in a forced condition, or one of restraint, demens, maniacus
fuit, to be mentally bound, foedus inivit, and proegnans fait, a state of physical bondage,
as madness is one of mental. Now from this we may see that the choice between the three
modifications mentioned is not a difficult one. The first is too arbitrary to merit any
notice. The second is untenable, because it furnishes no explanation of the use of the
plural; for who could the binders be? The third has everything in its favour. The second
staff, in perfect harmony with ver. 14, represented the brotherly union which continued to
exist in the covenant nation during the period of grace through the interposition of the
Lord. The words “and so | tended the flock,” are not merely a superfluous repetition, but
show that the tending took place by means of the staves. The rendering adopted by many,
“with which | fed the flock,” is correct as far as the sense is concerned.

Ver. 8. “And | cut off the three shepherds in one month; and 1 was weary of them, and
their soul also rebelled against me.”

We shall inquire, first of all, who are to be understood by the three shepherds. We reject
at the outset the view expressed by Calvin, Jahn, Rosenmuller, and others, who suppose
that we have here a definite number for an indefinite, three for several. Instead of “the
three shepherds” (Sept. toug tpeic mopévag), we should have in this case simply “three
shepherds.” The article is just as decisive against those who understand by the three
shepherds three distinct individuals. If this were the meaning, we should either find the
individuals mentioned before, in which case a simple allusion would be sufficient (but no
such shepherds have ever been mentioned), or they must have been so well known to the
prophet’s readers that he might safely assume that they would readily understand him.2
But it is impossible to find three individuals to whom the words would apply. This is
evident from the fact that, of all those who support this explanation, hardly two are to be
found who agree as to the persons referred to. Moreover, the views advocated by the
majority of these expositors must be rejected at the outset, on the simple ground that they
seek the three shepherds among those who lived before the Babylonian captivity, whereas



it is to a future event that reference is here made.?* There can be no doubt, therefore, that
the prophet is speaking not of three individuals, but of three orders of shepherds. Those
who hold this opinion are divided again into various classes. Junius, Piscator, and
Lightfoot conjecture that the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes are referred to, a notion
which must be rejected on the simple ground that these Jewish sects could not possibly be
called the shepherds of the nation. Marck imagined the civil, ecclesiastical, and military
authorities to be intended; but he has not brought forward any proofs that the latter are
ever represented as belonging to the shepherds of the theocracy. If it may be regarded as
certain, that the three shepherds represent the three classes of shepherds existing in the
theocracy, in other words, the leaders of the nation, the only correct method of procedure
IS to inquire whether Zechariah himself, or any other of the Old Testament writers,
especially those who lived about his time, has anywhere referred to three classes of
shepherds as the sole leaders of the theocracy. Now, if we adopt this course, we shall see
that Zechariah cannot possibly have thought of any others than the civil authorities, the
priests and the prophets. This is the oldest interpretation in existence.?” We may see how
natural it is from the fact that, whilst Christ was to combine in his own person all the
offices which existed in the Old Testament, these three are the only ones which the
Church has ever attributed to him, a proof that they must occupy a very prominent
position in the Old Testament, and that there is no foundation for Schmieder’s assertion
that it cannot be shown that this threefold division of the offices was distinctly recognised
either before or during the time of Zechariah. The fact that this explanation was not
universally adopted in later times may be easily accounted for, on the ground that it was
difficult to prove the existence of the prophetic office in the time of Christ. What else
could have led any one to seek for other shepherds than those which are constantly
associated together in this capacity, to the exclusion of every other, and which are also
represented, as in this passage, as having been together the main cause of the misery and
destruction of the nation? There are numerous passages in Jeremiah which might be
compared with this. For example, Jer. 2:8, “The priests said not where is the Lord, and
they that handle the law (also priests) knew me not; the shepherds (with special reference
to the civil authorities), sinned against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal;” ver. 26,
“As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel put to shame, they,
their kings, their princes (the two together constituting the civil authorities), and their
priests and their prophets.” Jer. 18:18, “And they say, come and let us devise devices
against Jeremiah; for the law cannot perish from the priests, nor counsel from the wise,
nor the word from the prophets.” If we examine the prophecies of Zechariah himself, we
find the other two classes of shepherds most distinctly noticed in connection with the
prophetic order, of which he was the representative, in chap. 4:12-14. To the inquiry,
what the two olive branches were which fed the lamp (the kingdom of God) with the oil
pressed from their fruit, the prophet receives the following reply: “These are the two sons
of oil, which stand before the Lord of the whole earth.” The two orders through which the
Lord communicated his mercy to the Church are here said to be the priesthood and the
civil authorities, the former being at that time represented by Joshua, the latter by
Zerubbabel. It is very obvious from a comparison of chap. 3 that it is not in their
individual capacity that these two are referred to here, for throughout that chapter
Joshua’s always spoken of as a representative, sometimes of the priesthood, and at other
times of the whole nation. This passage is so far analogous to the passage before us
therefore, that in the latter the orders into which the leaders of the nation were divided
are also personified as individuals. Compare also Mal. 2:7, where the priestly order is
called the messenger of the Lord of hosts.



The only difficulty which remains is how to explain the fact that the prophetical order
should be introduced as one of the three, seeing that this had been extinct for a long time
before the period of fulfilment. We reply that, in accordance with the essential character
of prophecy, the prophet represents the future by means of the analogous circumstances
of his own time. Just as the order of the civil shepherds continued to exist though kings
had ceased to reign, so did the order of prophets continue, so far as everything essential
was concerned, even after the suspension of the gift of prophecy. The vocation of the
prophet was to make known to the people the word and will of God (Jer. 18:18). Before
the completion of the canon this was done by means of revelations made directly to the
prophets themselves, but after this it was accomplished by the investigation of earlier
revelations under the guidance of the Spirit of God, and the application of the results to
the peculiar circumstances of the age. The place of the prophets was occupied by the
scribes, on whom, according to the book of Ecclesiasticus, chap. 39, the Lord richly
bestowed the spirit of understanding, who studied the wisdom of the ancients,
investigated the prophets, delivered instruction and counsel, and who were noted for wise
sayings. They stood in the same relation to the prophets of the Old Testament as the
enlightened teachers of the Christian Church to the prophets of the New, The three
constituent elements of the Jewish Sanhedrim answer to the three shepherds mentioned
here, namely, the leading priests, the scribes, and the elders, dpyepeic, ypoppotosic,
npecfotepor (Matt. 26:3).

What are we to understand by the cutting off and extermination of the three shepherds? In
the opinion of many commentators the literal destruction of the individuals themselves.
But a difficulty arises here from the fact that the extermination of the shepherds precedes
the breaking of the staffs. It cannot, therefore, be a literal extermination that is intended,
for the shepherds are represented immediately afterwards as still in existence. It is they
who provoke the Good Shepherd to impatience, and assume the attitude of greatest
hostility to him; and from the use of the future with VVav conversive, this must be
regarded, not as preceding the extermination, but rather as the result of it. It is their
obstinate resistance, by which all his pastoral efforts are frustrated, that leads him to break
the staves and lay down the office of shepherd. We can only think, then, of an
extermination of the shepherds as shepherds, that is, their deposition from their office, the
tacit assertion of their nonexistence, which was followed by their outward removal in due
time. To effect this deposition of the shepherds was the leading object of the Lord during
his term of office. But the very disposition which made them deserve to be deposed also
prevented the sentence, which was pronounced upon them with absolute authority, from
being carried out in its fullest extent. Only the most miserable of the sheep which
hearkened to the Lord (ver. 11) withdrew from their pernicious guidance. It was not till
the rejection of the whole nation, which was blind to its own interests, that the sentence
was executed in its full extent by foreign foes, and without its receiving good shepherds in
the place of the bad, which would have been the case if it had obeyed the Good Shepherd,
and carried out the decree of extermination itself. Bleek asks, “How can it possibly be
said of the Redeemer, that the object of his efforts was to liberate the people—externally
or internally— from the rule of their civil authorities, and consequently to exempt them
from obedience towards them?” But it is not to “civil authority” in its ordinary sense that
reference is made here (the political power was then in the hands of the Romans), but to
an order of shepherds resting upon a theological foundation. We have, in fact, the
sentence of deposition formally pronounced in Matt. 23:2, 3: “The scribes and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works.” Respect for the ecclesiastical authorities is here



torn up by the roots. Henceforth the hands alone are to be moved, not the heart. To render
inward obedience is not a duty, but a sin. The whole chapter will show us what the
extermination of the shepherds means. The second passage in the New Testament is John
10. The evil shepherds, whom the Good Shepherd will remove out of the way when he
undertakes the care of the flock, are the “strangers” in ver. 5, the “thieves” in ver. 8, the
“hirelings” in ver. 12. Of these the Lord says in ver. 8, “All that ever came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them,”—words which, in their cutting
severity, correspond exactly to the expression, “I cut off” in the passage before us. The
very fact that Jesus invariably addresses himself to the dyAot is a practical declaration that
the shepherds are no more. We never nnd the Lord or his apostles attempting to effect a
reform of the ruling power. On the contrary, this is always regarded as under sentence of
condemnation. The destruction of the shepherds was accomplished in one month. This
cannot be merely equivalent to a short space of time,” as Kimchi, Calvin, and others
suppose, there would be good ground for Hitzig’s question, “Why should a month be
spoken of when most likely a day or an hour would have been more appropriate?” That
the prophet would have said “in one day,” if he had simply meant within a very short
time, is evident from the parallel passage in chap. 3:9, where the reconciliation to be
effected by the Messiah is thus described, “I will remove the iniquity of that land in one
day” The month is to be reckoned from the commencement of the shepherd’s ministry;
and the expression “in one month” is to be taken as denoting a period, which is long when
compared with “one day,” but brief as contrasted with other periods of time. It shows that
the extermination of the three shepherds is not to be regarded as a single act, like the
expiation, but as a continuous act, which occupies some time. It sets before us in an
appropriate manner the repeated efforts on the part of Christ to deliver the poor nation,
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, from the spiritual tyranny of its blind and corrupt
guides. “I was weary of them,” lit. my soul was short with them, I lost all patience with
them.?® 52 is usually rendered “to feel disgust” according to the analogy of the Syriac.
But this is not quite correct. Schultens has already shown that the verb denotes the hostile
and malignant disposition of the three shepherds, regarded both as condemned by God
and as springing from an evil moral source, and therefore could not be applied to the
feelings cherished by the Good Shepherd towards them. In Arabic denotes a low and
corrupt state of mind generally, and is then specially applied to avarice as a base passion.
In Hebrew this is evidently the idea in the only other passages in which the verb occurs,
Prov. 20, 21. n'2n am1 is an inheritance acquired in a despicable manner. The evil
shepherds are inflamed with contemptible hatred towards the Good Shepherd, because he
exposes their wickedness and seeks to deprive them of their power. They do all they can,
therefore, to prevent the execution of his commission. “Their soul” is not merely a
substitute for the personal pronoun, but denotes the intensity and depth of the abhorrence.
Maurer would refer the words 210 and 15wa to the sheep rather than the shepherds, but
evidently for no other reason than that his false views respecting the shepherds require it.
If these are to be regarded as individuals, and not as orders, their extermination must
necessarily consist in their death, and nothing more can be predicated after this. If the
sheep are intended, it is difficult to see what gives rise to the impatience and weariness.
Both of these presuppose that some contention has already been described as taking place
between the Good Shepherd and those to whom the words refer. The latter do not wish to
be deposed. Hence the impatience, and the efforts made by the Good Shepherd to effect
their deposition excite the most malignant feelings on their part.

Ver. 9. “And | will not feed you; the dead thing shall die; that which is exterminated shall
be exterminated, and the rest will consume every one the other.”?’



Schmieder has very properly compared this passage with John 8:21, “I go away, and ye
shall seek me and shall die in your sins.” But there is a still closer resemblance in Matt.
23:37, 38, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. . . . how often would | have gathered thy children
together, . . . and ye would not! Behold your house is left unto you desolate.” The
determination not to feed the “poor sheep” any more, which is based upon the discovery
made in ver. 8, presupposes that they resemble the shepherds. There are many who follow
the Septuagint (Grobvnokétw) and Jerome, and understand the futures as expressing a
wish. But the very form of the words shows that this cannot be the case. They are
predictions. The “dead thing” and “that which is exterminated” denote something which
is devoted to so certain a destruction that it may be regarded as dead and exterminated
already. The only thing that could have averted this destruction would have been their
following the Good Shepherd; but now that he has been obliged to give up his office,
things are left to take their natural course. There are three kinds of destruction referred to
here, as a comparison of the parallel passages will show; plague, such as usually breaks
out in besieged cities (the dead will die), violent death from foreign foes, and a terrible
strife among the citizens themselves, in consequence of the existing distress. Compare, for
example, Jer. 15:1, 2, “Then said the Lord unto me, though Moses and Samuel stood
before me, yet my mind could not be towards this people; cast them out of my sight, and
let them go forth. And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee; Whither shall we go
forth? then shalt thou tell them, thus saith the Lord: Such as are for death, to death; and
such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and
such as are for captivity, to captivity.” Also, Jer. 34:17, “Ye have not hearkened unto me,
in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour; behold |
proclaim liberty for you to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine” See also Ezek.
6:12, “He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the
sword; and he that remaineth and he that is preserved shall die by the famine.” No proof
need be adduced that the destruction of the Jewish state was really effected by the
combination of all these three.—And those who remain will eat the flesh one of another.?
A similar description is given of the manner in which the citizens of the kindgom of Israel
fought one against another, in consequence of the distress which preceded its fall. See Isa.
9:19 sqg. “No man shall spare his brother. They devour on the right hand, and are hungry;
they devour on the left hand, and are not satisfied; every man eateth the flesh of his arm”
(rages, that is, against his own flesh, inasmuch as those who destroy one another are
members of one community, of one national body).

Ver. 10. “And 1 took my staff, Loveliness, and broke it, that I might put an end to my
covenant which | had concluded with all nations.”

The same event which we find predicted in plain terms in the foregoing verse is exhibited
here under a twofold symbolical action. The desolation caused by foreign nations is
represented by the breaking of the staff Loveliness or Grace, and the contention within by
the breaking of the staff of the bound ones; or to speak more correctly, the announcement
contained in the previous verse is followed here by an account of its fulfilment. The
figure of the flock is not strictly preserved. In the words “with all nations,” the figure is
dropped; in figurative language it should have been “with all wild beasts” (cf. Isa. 56:9,
“All ye beasts of the field come to devour”). The thought, that hitherto the covenant
nation has been preserved from being destroyed by foreign enemies, in consequence of
the secret interposition of the omnipotence of God, is expressed thus: the Lord has
concluded a treaty with all nations on behalf of Israel, and this treaty is now to be brought
to an end by the breaking of the staff Favour. A similar figure is employed elsewhere. In



Job 5:23, the fact that no creature can injure the man who is at peace with God is stated
thus: “For thy league shall be with the stones of the field, and the beasts of the field shall
be at peace with thee.” In Hos. 2:18, the safety of the covenant nation from earthly foes,
when once it has been forgiven by its chief enemy, the Lord, is described in these terms,
“And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the
fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow, and
the sword, and the battle, and make them dwell safely.” But the passage which Zechariah
had immediately before his mind was Ezek. 34:25, “And | will make with them a cove-
nant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land; and they dwell safely
in the desert, and sleep in the woods,” which differs from the one before us simply in the
fact that the figure of the flock is more stringently preserved. Zechariah announces that
the covenant, which is here declared to have been concluded by the Lord for the good of
his people, will now be brought to an end as a punishment for its fearful apostasy. If
proper attention had been paid to these parallel passages, the words “all peoples” would
never have been referred to the tribes of Israel, as they have been by Marck, and latterly
also by Umbreit (see Bleek’s reply). A sufficient objection to this explanation is to be
found in the fact that the breaking of the staff Favour must indicate some special
manifestation of the divine displeasure; otherwise the breaking of the staff of the united
ones could not have been mentioned as co-ordinate with it. Moreover, even if “the
peoples” could denote the tribes of Israel, this meaning would be excluded here by the
addition of the word -%3 (all). But the assertion, that o>»y is not infrequently used in
connection with the tribes of Israel, is thoroughly unfounded. oy by itself is never used
in this sense. In chap. 12:6, “all nations” are the heathen nations; and in Mic. 4:5, “all
nations” form the antithesis to Israel. The New Testament parallel to this passage is to be
found in Luke 19:41-44, where Christ says to Jerusalem, which knew not the day of its
visitation, “The days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about
thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side; and shall lay thee even with
the ground, and thy children within thee.” Compare also Luke 21:24, “Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the Gentiles.”

Ver. 11. “And thus the treaty was brought to an end in that day: therefore the poorest
sheep which adhered to me learned that this is the word of the Lord.”

It is obvious from this verse that the efforts of the Good Shepherd are not altogether in
vain, but a small company of true disciples attach themselves to him. These (“his own
sheep,” who follow the true Shepherd, but flee from a stranger, and who know the true
Shepherd, as Christ says in John 10:4, 5, 14) are described as those who observe him,
keep their eye constantly fixed upon him, and always act according to his direction and
will. When the enemy broke into the land after the treaty was brought to an end, they
perceived that the announcement which had already been made, of the destruction to be
effected by the Lord, was not a mere human threat, but really a divine prediction. The
prophet speaks of the event as past, because in the vision which passed before his mind
the things described had actually occurred. If the prophecy had been couched in literal
terms, instead of being clothed in symbol, it would have run thus: When, therefore, my
treaty is brought to an end, those who fear me will discern in the fulfilment the divine
character of this sentence of mine upon Israel. X173 refers to the announcement already
made in vers. 9 and 10. There is a parallel to the words of the last clause in Jer. 32:6-8,
“The Lord said to me, behold Hananeel comes to thee, saying, buy my field; and
Hananeel came to me and said, buy my field, I pray thee. Then I knew that this was the
word of the Lord.” By the fulfilment of the word of God, Jeremiah is still more firmly



convinced that he has not mistaken a human idea for a divine revelation. A remark to this
effect, that the fulfilment of his prophecies will furnish the proof of their divine character,
is frequently met with in Zechariah; compare chap. 2:13, where the angel of the Lord
says, “Then shall ye know that the Lord of Sabaoth hath sent me.” (See also chap. 2:15
and 6:15.)—In that day, namely, the day on which I had broken my staff, or without a
figure, “after | had withdrawn my favour from the people, the hostile nations, which I had
hitherto restrained, fell at once upon them.”—Therefore; namely, from this very fact.

Ver. 12. “And | said to them. If it seemeth good to you, give me my wages; if not, let it be.
And they weighed to me as my wages thirty pieces of silver.”

“| said to them.” Jahn observes that this must refer not to the flock, but to the shepherds,
since it was only from them that the wages could be demanded. But in this he is wrong.
By the fact that the shepherd treats with the flock itself, whereas in other cases it is the
owner who is treated with, he shows that this flock is endowed with reason. He leaves out
the smaller and more despised portion of the people, among whom the desired success
had been obtained, as was stated in the previous verse, and treats with the larger and more
powerful portion, whose obstinacy had compelled him to lay down his office. No doubt
the leaders of the nation are more particularly intended as taking part in this negotiation,
not as shepherds, however. but as part of the flock itself; just as we find them described in
Ezek. 34 at one time as shepherds, at another as goats, and then again as fat sheep in
contrast with the lean. The Lord could not demand his wages from the shepherds as such,
for he had never entered their service; but, on the contrary, had endeavoured to deliver the
flock out of their hands. Most of the commentators (e.g. Theodoret, Eusebius, Jarchi)
understand by the wages, repentance and faith, or piety of heart. This is in fact the only
return which is worthy of the Good Shepherd. The great object of his coming was to
secure these fruits. It is no valid objection to this, that the Good Shepherd does not ask for
his wages till he has entirely given up the people, till the Lord has withdrawn his favour,
and the people therefore are no longer able to bring forth the fruits of repentance, but are
devoted to destruction. For the form of the demand (compare Jer. 40:4; Ezek. 3:27) shows
that the Good Shepherd does not expect it to be complied with, but makes this just
demand, with which we may compare the Lord’s looking for figs on the fig-tree of the
Jewish nation, at a time when it had lost its capacity for bearing figs, in order that an
opportunity might be afforded for the manifestation of the disposition of the nation and its
hard ungrateful heart. They weigh to him as his wages thirty pieces of silver. Instead of
wages they offer him an insult. Thirty pieces of silver are so contemptible a sum® that the
very offer, for such services as he had rendered, especially from the quarter from which it
came, was more insulting than a positive refusal. In Hos. 3:2, thirty pieces of silver are
represented as the sum for which a slave might be purchased (see vol. i. p. 189).
According to Ex. 21:32, thirty pieces of silver was the compensation to be paid for having
killed a servant. This passage suggests the thought that they intend to take away the life
of the Good Shepherd (a fact which comes out still more distinctly in chap. 12:10 and
13:7), and avail themselves of the opportunity to offer him this insult.

Ver. 13. “And the Lord said to me, Throw it to the potter: the noble price at which lam
valued by them. And | took the thirty pieces of silver, and threw them to the potter into the
house of the Lord.”

The Lord addresses the prophet, who is his representative. This is evident from the words,
“at which | have been valued.” %%, to throw away, sometimes with the idea of
contempt implied (compare Jer. 22:19, 52:3, and Ezek. 20:8). We should not have so



many erroneous explanations of the expression “to the potter,” nor would the attempt to
explain the verse have been altogether given up on account of these words if more
attention had been paid to the clue furnished by Jeremiah, who affords the same help in
the interpretation of this book as Ezekiel and Daniel in that of the Revelation. It would
then have been seen that “to the potter” is the same as “into an unclean place, or to the
hangman.” The potter referred to here, as the constant use of the article in this passage in
the prophecies of Jeremiah and in the Gospel of Matthew leads us to conclude, was
probably the potter employed about the temple, for we cannot imagine that there was only
one potter in all Jerusalem. His workshop was in the valley of Hinnom, most likely
because the earth which he required was very plentiful there, or that the earth in the valley
was peculiarly good. The following reasons are sufficient to establish this conclusion.
That the workshop was not only outside the city, but actually in the valley which runs
beneath it, is evident from Jer. 18:2, where the prophet, who was in the temple at the time,
receives instructions to “Arise, and go down to the potter’s house.” Compare ver. 3,
“Then | went down to the potter’s house.” But Jer. 19:2 points especially to the valley of
Hinnom, “Go down to the valley of Ben Hinnom, which lies by the brick-gate, and
proclaim there the words which | shall tell thee.” From this it follows that the gate which
led to the valley of Hinnom was called the brick or pot-gate, from the pottery which stood
in the valley. That nioana 2wy, literally the gate of the pottery, must be rendered thus, is
evident from the allusion to ver. 1, where wo1 would be, strictly speaking, superfluous;
and also from the fact that Jeremiah would not have mentioned the gate leading to the
valley of Hinnom by name, seeing that it was generally known, and is described
elsewhere simply as the gate of the valley, if there had not been something in the name
itself bearing upon the subject in hand.*® (Compare Neh. 2:13, 15 with Jer. 2:23 in the
latter of which passages the valley of Hinnom is called the valley xat ££oynv.) But from
the time of Josiah, by whom the valley of Hinnom, at that time the scene of idolatrous
abominations of the most fearful description, was polluted by carrion, human bones, and
other things of a similar kind, it was regarded by the Jews with disgust and abhorrence as
an unclean place; and eventually the opinion was expressed in the Talmud, that the mouth
of hell was there.** When Zechariah represents the contemptible wages as having been
cast into the valley of Hinnom, and mentions the particular spot in the valley, the
workshop or field of the potter, we see in each of these a special reference to a prophecy
of Jeremiah, with which he supposes his readers to be already acquainted. In the first
there is an allusion to Jer. 19. The prophet is represented there as going with several of
the elders of the nation and the leading priests to the valley of Hinnom, where he breaks
to pieces an empty earthen vessel. The meaning of this symbolical action is described as
follows: “Because they have filled this place with the blood of the innocents; . . . | will
empty the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, and | will make them fall by the
sword of their enemies, and by the hands of those that seek their lives; and their carcases
will I give to be meat for the fowl of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. . . . Thus will
| break this people and this city as one breaketh the potter’s vessel, which cannot be
healed any more, and they shall bury in Tophet, because there is no more room. Thus will
I do with this place and to the inhabitants thereof and make this city like Tophet. And the
houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of
Tophet.” Zechariah describes the contemptible wages as having been thrown into the
valley of Ben Hinnom or Tophet, partly because this was an unclean place, but more
particularly for the purpose of renewing the prophecy of Jeremiah, and to show that a
second fulfilment of this prophecy would take place, inasmuch, as the justice of God,
which dictated the threat and its first fulfilment, would be again provoked, and even in a
still more fearful manner. The sign of the base ingratitude of the Jewish nation, the corpus



delicti, is carried to the very same spot from which their former abominations cried to
God and called down his vengeance. A new pledge, as it were, is deposited there which
the nation will be obliged to redeem at the proper time. The selection of the potter’s
ground, in particular, is made with reference to chap. 18. The prophet is represented there
as paying a visit to the potter’s house at the command of the Lord, just at the time when
the potter was at work. “And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in his hands;
then he made another vessel out of the clay as it seemed good to him.” The meaning of
the symbol is thus described: “O house of Israel, cannot | do with you as this potter? saith
the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in my hand. Behold, | frame
evil against you, and devise a device against you; return ye now every one from his evil
way, and amend your ways and doings.” This truth, that the Lord could and would cast
off his rebellious people, without acknowledging any claim on their part if they did not
repent in due time, is here made prominent once more by Zechariah when he describes
the contemptible wages as being brought to the spot where the truth was first uttered by
Jeremiah, and which was quite as well adapted to set forth the truth in symbol in the time
of Zechariah, seeing that the potter had opened his workshop there again. The
circumstances also were such as to recall this prophecy of Jeremiah in all its force; for the
former apostasy which had directly occasioned it was but slight in comparison with this,
their base ingratitude towards the Lord, who had taken charge of the flock himself.—The
explanation we have given sustains and completes the surmises of Grotius. The objection,
that after >x own we expect to find a thing and not a person, does not apply; for “to the
potter” is just the same as to the potter’s house or potter’s ground. Casting to the potter is
used here in precisely the same sense as casting to the moles and bats, viz. to their place
of resort, in Isa. 2:20. Schmieder’s objection that it is impossible, or rather inconceivable,
that a potter should have either his house or his workshop in an unclean spot, only shows
that the passage in Jeremiah has been overlooked where it is expressly stated that the
potter’s workshop was in the valley of Hinnom. The valley was theologically unclean,
that is, unsuitable for the performance of acts of worship (2 Kings 23:10), but in a civil
point of view it was not so. So much was not conceded to theology, even in the
immediate vicinity of the capital. If the valley of Hinnom was used as a burying-ground
(see Krafft, Topographie Jerus., p. 190 sqq.), the potter might also settle there, if it
contained the proper earth for his purpose. Now Krafft (p. 193) has shown that this kind
of earth is really to be found there: “Then follows the Aceldama or field of blood, as it is
called in tradition, with a few graves or natural grottoes and quarries in the corner. The
testimony of tradition as to the exact site is confirmed by the fact, that a little higher up
there is a considerable bed of white earth or pipe-clay, where | frequently saw people
employed in digging.”—The most widely adopted of the interpretations which differ from
our own, is “to the treasure,” or “to the treasurer,” and appeal is made to the authority of
the Syriac, where the word is translated treasury. Of the advocates of this exposition,
some maintain, with Kimchi, that 1> is synonymous with 2¥ix; others, with Jonathan,
that 7¥1> means treasurer; and others again, for example Jahn and Hitzig, suggest the
reading 2xi°, which they regard as synonymous with 2xix. But this explanation could
hardly have been defended by any one who was acquainted with the passages already
quoted from Jeremiah. For no one could place these passages side by side with the verse
before us without surmising at once that there was a connection between them, though he
might not be able to determine its precise nature, especially if he observed how nearly
every verse in the chapter is related in some way to Jeremiah, and that there are traces in
other parts of the chapter of the use which has been made of Jer. 18 and 19 (compare ver.
9 with Jer. 18:21 and 19:9). It does not even give a good sense, or rather it gives no sense
at all. For how could the temple-treasures be introduced in this connection? It would have



done honour to the thirty pieces of silver to place them among these. Dishonourable gains
were not allowed to be brought into the treasury of the temple (Deut. 23:18; Matt. 27:6).
Moreover. the root X%~ is never used interchangeably with >x2. There are more than forty
other passages in which this word jozer occurs, and it always means an image-maker or
potter. It is used with peculiar frequency in this sense in Jer. 18 and 19, and also in Zech.
12:1.—Again, the expression throw it does not harmonize with this rendering. It evidently
denotes a contemptuous action, and there would have been nothing contemptuous in
depositing the money in the treasury of the temple. What is thrown away in disgust
cannot be placed among the temple-treasures. Maurer’s rendering, “mittitur in templum
pecunia” is simply a proof of inability to explain the words as they stand in the text. In
this case it would have been better to leave the explanation in the hands of the Jews! In
Hofmann’s opinion, the meaning of the passage is, “He regards the money as worth no
more than the clay that is used by the potter.” In this case the potter would be equivalent
to a potter. But Jeremiah, on the one hand, and Matthew, on the other, both point to one
potter in particular. And what a singular mode of expression it would be, if “to the potter”
meant “to the clay.”—The glory of the price, which I have been valued at by them: in
other words, “the glorious price (ironically, egregium scilicet pretium) at which they have
estimated my person and my work.” (Compare Deut. 32:6, “Do ye thus requite the Lord,
O foolish people and unwise.”)—And | threw it, the amount (or it, the price), into the
house of the Lord, that it might be carried thence to the potter. There can be no doubt in
this case that the money could not possibly be taken to the temple and the potter at the
same time. For the potter did not work in the temple, nor even in the city; but, as we have
already seen, in the valley of Hinnom. From the very nature of the case, there cannot have
been any potter in the house of the Lord. We must suppose, therefore, that it was taken
first of all to the temple and then to the potter; and this is very clearly indicated by the use
of 5% before 1¥i “away to the potter,” in other words, “to be carried thence to the
potter.” But the question arises here, why was the money taken first of all to the temple
when it was ultimately to be left on the potter’s ground? Evidently, because the temple
was the place where the people appeared before the Lord. There, therefore, the nation
was to be upbraided with its shameful ingratitude by the return of the contemptible
wages. The money was then to be carried away to the potter, because dishonourable
money could not remain in the temple, Deut. 23:19. Talm. tract. Sanhedrim, f. 112.

We have hitherto been seeking to solve the difficulties connected with vers. 13 and 14,
altogether apart from the fulfilment. And the following is the explanation obtained. The
Lord has once more undertaken the office of Shepherd over the flock which is devoted to
the slaughter, the unhappy nation of Israel; and when he lays the office down again, on
account of its determined unbelief, he demands his wages. They give him thirty pieces of
silver. He is not content with such miserable pay, and throws it down in the temple. It is
carried thence, as being unclean, and taken to the potter’s ground, where it is left as a
pledge of divine vengeance, until the day when judgment falls upon the nation. The
meaning of this symbolical representation we found to be, that after the Lord had given
up his people on account of their hardness of heart, their obduracy would be displayed
once more in some striking act of ingratitude towards him, and by this they would render
themselves completely ripe for judgment.

The agreement between the prophecy and its fulfilment is so striking in this instance that
it would force itself at once upon us, even if no reference had been made to it in the New
Testament itself. What else could the last and most fearful manifestation of ingratitude
towards the Good Shepherd predicted here possibly be, but the murderous attack by



which the Jews rewarded the fidelity of Christ as a shepherd, and for the execution of
which Judas was bribed? It is not merely in the event regarded as a whole, however, but
even in the details there is the closest connection between the history and the prophecy.
The miserable payment of thirty pieces of silver is introduced here primarily, as a
figurative representation of the blackest ingratitude and the most supreme contempt on
the part of the Jews. Yet one cannot but be struck with the fact, that of all the small sums
possible, the very one which Judas the traitor actually received should have been singled
out. Nor can this have been altogether accidental. Whilst the bribery of Judas the traitor
was in itself a proof of the basest ingratitude, the fact that when Judas left it to the priests
to fix the terms (Matt. 26:15), they only gave him the contemptible sum of thirty pieces of
silver, was a manifestation of the greatest contempt towards the Lord himself. There is no
force in the objection brought by Paulus (Comm. iii. p. 683), that Zechariah represents the
thirty pieces of silver as paid to the shepherd, not to his betrayer. The insignificant
remuneration paid to the betrayer was really an expression of contempt towards the
shepherd. And thus also it came to pass, under the superintending providence of God,
whose secret influence extends even to the ungodly, that Judas threw the money into the
temple, so that what Zechariah had witnessed inwardly took place here outwardly, the
people were upbraided with their ingratitude by a symbolical action in the place where
they were accustomed to appear before the Lord. The priests carried the money away
from the temple as being impure, and bought a wretched piece of ground in the very same
valley which had once before been defiled by innocent blood, and had called down the
vengeance of God upon Jerusalem as predicted by Jeremiah, and on the very same spot
where Jeremiah had formerly proclaimed to the people their rejection by the Lord. Here,
then, was the blood-money deposited, the Tiun afpotog (Matt. 27:6), the reward for
betraying innocent blood (ver. 4), from which the field received the name of “field of
blood” (ver. 8; Acts 1:19), and here did it lie as a witness against Israel, a pledge by
which the nation had bound itself to submit to the punishment of God; and inasmuch as it
resembled the former one, which they had already been obliged to redeem, the threat
uttered by Jeremiah in connection with these earlier abominations had now recovered its
full force again. Compare Jer. 19:4 sqq., “They have filled this place with the blood of
innocents, , . . therefore, behold the days come, saith the Lord, that this place shall no
more be called Tophet, nor the valley of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter.” There are
words to the same effect in chap. 7:32. Tradition also places the field of blood in the
valley of Hinnom, in perfect accordance with the results which we have obtained from a
comparison of the accounts in the New Testament with the words of Jeremiah and
Zechariah (see Lightfoot in Acta Ap. Opp., ii. p. 690, and Krafft ut supra).

The results, which we have so clearly obtained from a comparison of prophecy and
history, are confirmed by the express testimony of the Apostle Matthew (chap. 27:9). But
there are certain difficulties connected with this passage.

The first occurs in the introductory clause, in which the prophecy is attributed to Jeremiah
(“then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet saying”).

Many of the earlier commentators (Sanctius, Glass, Frischmuth) conjectured that the
passage as given by Matthew was compounded from the two prophets Jeremiah and
Zechariah, and that the name of the former alone was mentioned, as the more
distinguished of the two. But to this it was very properly objected, that the passages of
Jeremiah, to which they referred, ought certainly to have some connection with the event
narrated by Matthew. To this objection they were unable to reply, partly because they did



not perceive in what relation the prophecy of Zechariah stood to the passages cited from
Jeremiah, and partly also because they did not observe the profound meaning which
Matthew detects in the fact that the potter’s field was purchased as the field of blood.
Grotius is the only one of all the commentators who has in the slightest degree hinted at
this. “When Matthew,” he says, “quotes this saying of Jeremiah, which is repeated by
Zechariah, he tacitly declares that the Jews are threatened with the same judgments as
these prophets had foretold to the men of their own times.” But the objection is fully
answered by the remarks we have already made. We have shown that the prophecy of
Zechariah is for the most part simply a renewal of that of Jeremiah, that he announces a
second fulfilment, which will not merely be accidentally associated with the first
announcement, but essentially connected with it, inasmuch as it rests upon the
fundamental idea of the justice of God, which is sure to bring about a fresh fulfilment
whenever it receives a fresh provocation.

Matthew might certainly have quoted both prophets. But such lengthened quotations are
contrary to the custom of the writers in the New Testament. For this a twofold reason may
be assigned. They could justly presuppose a very accurate acquaintance with the
Scriptures on the part of their readers; and they placed the human instrumentality
employed far behind the divine author, the spirit of God and of Christ, which spoke
equally in all the prophets. Very frequently, therefore, in fact almost universally, the
human author is not mentioned by name at all. The writer contents himself with the
simple formula of quotation, “The Scriptures saith,” “as it is written,” “for it is written,”
“as the Holy Spirit saith,” or “as God hath said.” It not infrequently happens that two or
even three passages from different authors are combined together into one, and yet the
name of only one author is given. The passage which presents the closest analogy to the
one under consideration is Mark 1:2, 3: “As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, Behold |
send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of
one crying,” etc. In this case two predictions are quoted under the name of Isaiah, one
from Malachi and the other from Isaiah himself; and more than this, the prophecy of
Malachi stands first. Isaiah was the more celebrated prophet; and it had become so much
a custom to refer to the minor prophets as a whole, in consequence of their having been
united together in a single collection, that it is very rarely indeed that any one of them is
mentioned by name. (Compare Matt. 21:5 with Isa. 62:11 and Zech. 9:9; and Matt. 21:13
with Isa. 56: 7, Jer. 7:11, Rom. 9:27, 1 Pet. 2:6 sqq.)

If Matthew had simply intended to call attention to the fulfilment Zechariah’s prophecy,
he would have contented himself with a general formula of quotation. This is evident
from the analogy of the other quotations from Zechariah, in not one of which the Prophet
is mentioned by name. Thus, in John 19:37, the words of chap. 12:10 are introduced in
this general way, “and again another Scripture saith;” in John 12:14, where a quotation
from chap. 9:9 occurs, we merely find, “as it is written;” in Matt. 26:31, where Zech. 13:7
is quoted, “for it is written” (compare Mark 14:27); and in Matt. 21:4, 5, a quotation from
chap. 9:9 is headed thus, “that which was spoken by the prophet,” where the article shows
that Matthew could take for granted that all his readers were well acquainted with the
prophet referred to. But although it might appear to him unnecessary to mention
Zechariah by name, this was not the case with Jeremiah. The fact that there was a
fulfilment of his prophecy in the event narrated, and the extent to which this was the case,
were not so immediately obvious as to render directions for further research unnecessary.
And yet, if this was overlooked, the meaning of Zechariah’s prophecy would be involved
in obscurity, and the most essential features of the fulfilment misunderstood.



It only remains to show that the quotation in Matthew fully coincides with the passage
before us, in substance at least, if not in words. We must, first of all, endeavour to
determine the meaning of the words kol €éLapov T TpLakovTa Apyvpia, TV TNV T00
TETIUNUEVOL OV ETipnoavto o viwv Topank. We render them thus: “They took the price
of him who was valued, at which they had valued him on the part of the children of
Israel.” To obtain this meaning we do not supply the tiveg before ano 1@V vidv Topank
which Fritzsche has very properly rejected, though he has not thereby established his own
extremely forced interpretation. We rather apply the Hebrew and Aramean usage,
according to which the third person indefinite, which again takes the place of the passive,
is expressed by the third person plural. We may cite as an example from the New Testa-
ment, Luke 12:20, tv yuynv cov arortobotly amo col. The words and viwv Topani, “on
the part of the children of Israel,” answer to o9y in Zechariah. (Compare Jas. 1:13, anod
0e00 mepdlopon: | am tempted on the part of God.”) The name is given in Matthew in
the place of the pronoun, to call attention to the shameful character of the valuation. It
was not the heathen from whom it proceeded, but the people of the covenant, who had
received such innumerable proofs of the love and mercy of the Lord. The apparent
discrepancy, arising from the fact that in Matthew it is the rulers of the Jews who are said
to take the pieces of silver, and throw them upon the potter’s field, whereas Zechariah
attributes this to the shepherd, is removed by Matthew himself in the words kaba
ouvvéta&év pot koprog, which he introduces at the end, and which answer to the mi7> anr™
9% of Zechariah. He evidently intimates in these words that he regards the rulers of the
nation not as acting independently, but merely as instruments through whom the Lord
accomplished his purposes. Moreover. Matthew had the words of our verse in his mind
for a long time before he actually quoted them. Compare chap. 26:15, “What will ye give
me (answering to the words ‘give me my wages’ in the verse before us; the evangelist
looks upon Judas as an instrument in the hands of Christ, who demands his wages, as it
were, through him at the hands of the Jews), and | will deliver him unto you. And they
covenanted (¢otnoav, the Septuagint rendering in this passage) with him for thirty pieces
of silver.”

Ver. 14. “And | broke my second staff, the United Ones, to destroy the brotherhood
between Judah and Israel.”

(Compare ver. 7.) There is no intimation of the staff having been originally composed of
two distinct pieces of wood. Its fitness as a symbol was purely ideal, and it was only
when it was broken that there was an actual resemblance between the sign and the thing
signified. It is not without a reason that the payment of the wages of thirty pieces of silver
is placed between the breaking of the first and second staves. It served at the same time to
justify the first judgment and provoke the second. The meaning of the prophet is this:
after the Lord has forsaken his people, the most pernicious discord will arise among them,
discord as destructive in its character as the former conflicts between Judah and Israel. He
expresses this in his usual figurative style (see the remarks on vers. 10, 11) in these terms,
“The Lord will cause the brotherhood between Judah and Israel to cease,” which is
equivalent to the declaration in ver. 9, “They will eat one another’s flesh.” The prophecy
was fulfilled, as we have already observed, in the time of the Roman war, when the Jews
destroyed one another in the fury of their party contentions.*? In Zechariah’s days the
severe wound inflicted upon the nation by the separation of Judah and Israel (Isa. 7:17)
began to heal, and in chap. 10 he predicts a perfect cure. The restoration of unity is one of
the most delightful prospects which Ezekiel sets before the nation (chap. 37:15 sqqg.). But



at a still later period a fresh sin on the part of the nation would again deprive it of the
blessing.*

Ver. 15. “And the Lord said to me, Take unto thee again the instruments of a foolish
shepherd.”®*

Again: that is, still continuing to set forth in symbol the fate which awaits the nation.
Ewald renders the passages, “take to thee still further.” »17 links this action to the
previous one, and shows that they are to be looked at from the same point of view. If the
prophet acts as the representative of a coming shepherd in the first instance, he must do
the same in the second. It is very evident, that by the foolish shepherd we are not to
understand any one individual® but the whole body of bad rulers who brought about the
destruction of the nation after the rejection of the Good Shepherd. We must not refer the
expression to foreign rulers, however, but to the governors at home. Such threats of
divine punishment as we find in ver. 17 could only be directed against the latter, since
they were both instruments and sharers in the punishment, as well as the apostasy. Of the
apostasy, in fact, they were the leading instigators. The former, on the other hand, are
represented in ver. 5 as entirely free from sin. We have already seen that in the verse just
referred to, the native governors are called shepherds, and as such are opposed to the
foreign rulers, who are described as buyers and sellers.* The foolish shepherd is not
identical with the wicked shepherds in ver. 8 as Schmieder supposes. The appearance of
the shepherd is expressly described as future in ver. 16, and we naturally understand this
as meaning future in relation to the ideal present; which, as we have already seen, was the
time of the appearance of the Good Shepherd. “The Good Shepherd has withdrawn from
the flock, the bad shepherd takes his place” (Hitzig). The reason why the actual plurality
of the bad rulers is exhibited in the form of an ideal unity, is to be found in this antithesis
to the one Good Shepherd. The term applied to the shepherd *“foolish,” not wicked,
directs attention to the fact that the rulers of the nation are so blinded by the judicial
punishment inflicted by God, as to be unable to see that, whilst their fury is directed
against the nation, they are undermining their own good. This aspect of wickedness, viz.
the folly associated with it, is frequently referred to. Compare, for example, Jer. 4:22,
“For my people is foolish; they know me not; foolish children are they and without
understanding; they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. By the
instruments of a foolish shepherd we may understand merely the shepherd’s staff if we
regard the expression simply as in antithesis to what precedes, or the other instruments
employed by a shepherd as well. We may imagine the shepherd’s instruments as
consisting of a strong stick mounted with iron, with which he wounds the sheep, whereas
the Good Shepherd keeps them in order with a thin staff and gentle strokes. We may also
picture to ourselves a shepherd’s bag full of holes, and containing nothing of any use to
either shepherd or sheep. In any case Bochart’s notion must be rejected, that “There is
nothing in either the appearance or attributes of the bad shepherd to distinguish him from
the good; his actions alone betray him.” (Hieroz. i. 455).

Ver. 16. “For behold | raise up a shepherd in the land, those that perish he will not visit,
the tender thing he will not seek out, nor heal that which is wounded; the strong he will
not nourish, and the flesh of the fat one he will eat, and split their claws in pieces.”

The foolish shepherd does the very opposite of what Christ the Good Shepherd is
represented as doing in Isa. 42:3, “The bruised reed he will not break, and the smoking
flax will he not quench.” Zechariah had also several passages from Jeremiah and Ezekiel
in his mind. Compare Ezek. 34:3, 4, “Ye eat the fat and ye clothe you with the wool, ye



kill the fat one and ye feed not the flock; the weak ye strengthen not, the broken ye bind
not up, ye bring not back that which has broken away, neither do ye seek out that which is
ready to perish;” and Jer. 23:1, 2, “Woe be unto the shepherds winch destroy and scatter
the sheep of my pasture, saith the Lord; therefore, thus saith the Lord God of Israel
against the pastors that feed my people; ye have scattered my flock and driven them away
and have not visited them.” The connection with these passages is not merely an outward
one. By a just judgment of God the nation had been punished by means of bad rulers
before the captivity. Jeremiah and Ezekiel had promised deliverance from them, and after
the captivity, namely, in the time of Zechariah, this had actually taken place when the
nation was ruled in a truly paternal spirit by Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zechariah, however,
announces that at a future period the same cause will again produce the same effects, and
that in a heightened degree. The word “for,” at the commencement, may be explained on
the supposition that it assigns the reason why a symbolical action had been enjoined. i1y,
according to the current opinion, means that which has burst or broken away; Gesenius
and Maurer: “dispulsio, concr. Dispulsum.” But as 1y, written in precisely the same way,
is used to denote “the young” in every other passage in which it occurs, there is no reason
to make an exception in this instance; but on the contrary there is every reason to assume
that the radical signification of tender and weak is the leading notion here, and to this the
idea of seeking is very appropriate. We must imagine the tender one, which needs the
greatest care of all the flock, as having been left behind. The verb 1¥9, which is certainly
also the root of 17, “a boy,” does not suit well as the root of &y~ with the meaning
strayed, if we consider the sense in which it is generally used. Its only meaning is to
shake. The form also is not suitable, as we may see at once from the fact that Hitzig
proposes to change the vowel points, and alter the participle into a Niphal. But the
occurrence of the masculine 137 in the midst of feminines is perfectly decisive. It is
impossible to account for this if we regard the word as part of the verb. On the other hand,
the noun 1y, according to the early usages of the language, for which Zechariah has a
great preference, is employed for both genders (compare Gen. 24:16 and Job 1:19). Itis a
matter of but little importance that 11 is never used of animals, whether we consider the
age in which Zechariah wrote, or the fact that the prophecy really relates to men. The two
clauses relating to the weak and the strong are separated by Athnach. From its connection
with the fat one it is better to explain 1¥277 as meaning, not that which stands still and
cannot move from its place on account of hunger and exhaustion, but “that which stands
upright.” The analogy of the language is in favour of this, as 12 does not mean to stand
still, but to stand. The Septuagint rendering is 0 oAoxAnpov; that of the Vulgate: id quod
stat.®” The words “he will split their claws,” do not refer to the extreme cruelty of the
shepherds, as many commentators suppose, but to the avarice which is no doubt
accompanied by cruelty to the sheep. There is a climax intended; he will eat, etc., he will
even break the claws one from another, that not a shred of flesh may be lost.*®

Ver. 17. “Woe to the worthless shepherd who leaves the flock! a sword over his arm, and
over his right eye: his arm will be entirely lamed, his right eye will become quite dim.”

The arm and the right eye are mentioned as individual examples of the objects of
punishment, and as the two parts of the body which are most needed by a good shepherd
for tending and guarding his flock, and most shamefully abused by a bad shepherd to the
ruin of the sheep. The arm is the organ of strength, the right eye of prudence. An apparent
difficulty is presented by the fact that two kinds of punishment are mentioned in
connection with each member, and that the two are incompatible with each other. The
sword is first of all threatened to both; then xatédAnyig to the arm (Calvin, “The arm will



dry up, i.e. its strength will so thoroughly depart, that it will become like a rotten stick”),
and dimness to the eye. But the punishments mentioned merely serve to particularize the
general notion of punishment, and the prophet connects several together, to give greater
distinctness to the magnitude of the punishments as well as of the crime. He was the
better able to do this here, since the shepherd was not one individual, but many.

CHAP. 12:1-13:6

A new scene opens here. The nation of the Lord, which is at war with all the nations of
the earth, though weak in itself, is strong in the Lord, and is everywhere victorious (vers.
1-9). The Lord breaks the hard hearts of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and gives them the
grace of repentance; so that they repent with bitter sorrow of the sins which they have
committed against him. (vers. 10-14). In him they now find forgiveness for their sins
(chap. 13:1), and this is followed by an earnest effort to attain to sanctification, and to
remove everything of a wicked and ungodly nature in their life and conduct (vers. 2-6).
The prophecy is divisible, therefore, into two parts, the victory of the people of God over
the hostile heathen world (chap. 12:1-9), and the conversion of the children of the
kingdom.

Commentators are divided in opinion as to the period of fulfilment, and also as to the
subject of chap. 12:1-9. With regard to the former,—not to mention those who agree with
Ewald in referring the prophecy to the Chaldean invasion, which took place before the
time of the prophet,—there are many, with Grotius at their head, who imagine that the
period of the Maccabees is here referred to. But the relation in which the present chapter
stands to the preceding one is a sufficient proof that this cannot be the case. The
restoration of the people of God depicted here is evidently contrasted with their rejection
mentioned in the previous chapter; and if the rejection took place after the coming of
Christ, the restoration cannot belong to an earlier period. This is also confirmed by chap.
12:10. The penitential and believing look, which is there described as being turned to the
murdered Messiah, belongs to a later period than the Maccabean era, and points at once to
the Messianic age, of which alone the forgiveness of sins and universal desire for holiness
referred to in chap. 13 can possibly be signs, whether we regard them by themselves or in
connection with the parallel passages. Lastly, in the earlier prophecy relating to the
Maccabean era, only one nation is mentioned as hostile to the covenant nation (chap.
9:13), namely, the Greeks; but here, on the other hand, all the nations of the earth are
represented as its foes.

The second difference relates to the subject of the prophecy in chap. 12:1-9. The opinion
is a very old one, that the Christian Church is referred to. Jerome speaks of it as relating
to the Christian Church in general and particular, in contradistinction to the Jewish.
“Some of the Jews,” he says, “imagine that this prophecy was partly fulfilled in the period
extending from Zerubbabel to Cneius Pompeius, who took Judea and the temple, of
which occurrence an account has been written by Josephus. Others, again, suppose that it
will be fulfilled when Jerusalem has been restored at the end of the world, an event which
the miserable race of the Jews anticipates along with its nAieypéve, the foolish shepherd
of whom we have read above.—Lastly, there are others, ourselves for example, who are
called by the name of Christ, who regard it as being fulfilled every day in the Christian
Church, and as destined to continue to be so to the end of the world.” Cyril, Marck, and



many others adopt the same opinion. That this explanation, in the form in which it is
generally given, is inadmissible, cannot for a moment be doubted. The expounders of the
prophets alone, not the prophets themselves, know anything of a spiritual, as
distinguished from the outward Israel. It can only be adopted in a modified form, viz.
when the covenant nation is understood as meaning that portion of Israel which
welcomed and believed on the Messiah when he came, and which received the heathen
nations into its bosom, instead of merely uniting with them as an independent body and
on an equal footing, so as to form together one Church. There would still be one view
which might be adduced in opposition to this, namely, that the subject of the prophecy is
not the Church of the New Testament generally, of which the first-fruits of Israel formed
the kernel and stem, but the Church of the last days, when the whole of the people of the
ancient covenant will have been delivered by the mercy of God from the sentence of
hardness passed upon them, and will again be received into the kingdom of God, of which
they are to form the centre. At first sight, there is something very plausible in this view,
which is supported by Vitringa (Obserwv. s. 1. ii., ¢. 9, p. 172), C. B. Michaelis, Dathe,
and others. The principal argument in its favour is founded upon chap. 12:10 sqqg.
“According to this passage, those who now receive the powerful assistance of the Lord
are those who formerly put him to death. With the national guilt, which is depicted in
chap. 11 in connection with the punishment that follows, there is here contrasted national
lamentation on account of it; and such strong expressions are employed to indicate its
universality, that it cannot possibly relate to the few Israelites who turned to the Lord
immediately after the crucifixion.” But it is erroneously assumed here, that the persons
represented in chap. 12:1-9 as receiving the powerful help of the Lord, are the same as
those who are described in chap. 12:10 sqqg. as mourning in bitterness. A proof to the
contrary, however. may be found in the circumstance, that the conversion is preceded by
the victorious conflict with the heathen world. Again, the people, as we see them at the
end of chap. 11, cannot possibly be those referred to in chap. 12:1-9. The former can only
be the objects of punitive justice, not of saving grace. The conclusion to which we are
brought, therefore, is rather that the persons referred to in chap.12:1-9 are the poor sheep,
who are represented in chap.11 as giving heed to the Good Shepherd, along with such
believing Gentiles as had been received as part of Israel. But it is unnatural to suppose
that Zechariah passes all at once from the death of Christ to the final history of the
kingdom of God; that he makes no allusion to the glorious events which lie between, to
the splendid triumphs over the heathen world which have already taken place, and that he
says nothing further about the intimation given in chap. 9:10, he speaks peace to the
heathen, and his dominion is from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.”
It cannot be said that the fact may be explained from the peculiar interest taken in the
history of Israel. The Christian Church is from its very commencement the legitimate
continuation of Israel, the wicked having been rooted out from the nation, and those who
were Gentiles by birth having been incorporated into Israel on the ground of their faith.
The Saviour himself clearly indicated this at the very outset by calling his Church “Israel”
(Matt. 19:28); and it was from this point of view alone that the number of apostles
appointed for the whole Church (Matt. 28:19) corresponded to that of the tribes of Israel.
According to Paul, there is but one olive tree, one people of God, one Israel from the
beginning to the end. In Rom.11:18, Israel is represented as the root of the Christian
Church. In Rom.11:7—*"the election hath obtained it, the rest are hardened”—the
emphasis must not be laid upon the latter in a one-sided manner. According to Eph. 2:12
and 19, when the Gentiles come to Christ, they are incorporated into the “commonwealth
of Israel,” as “fellow-citizens with the saints” (“Israelis;” Bengel). That Israel is the root
of the Christian Church is also apparent from the intercessory prayer of Christ (John 17:6-



8), where he refers to the Church on earth as founded already, before a single Gentile had
been admitted into it*> —There is just as little ground for restricting the second part of the
prophecy to the final history of the Church as for limiting the first in this way.

The first day of Pentecost, which it evidently included in chap.12:10, enters a decided
protest against such a limitation. In both parts there are combined into one picture both
that which is gradually realized in history, and that which takes place in a series of
distinct events.—We have a repetition of the first part in the prophecy of the fall of Rome,
as the heathen mistress of the world, in Rev. 17, and in the announcement of the victory
of Christ over the ten kings, the instruments employed in inflicting his judgments upon
Rome, in Rev. 19:11-21, where the means employed by Christ are hunger, pestilence, and
especially murderous discord. Even chap. 17:14 of the book of Revelation, where the
victory obtained by Christ over the heathen through the power of the word is thus
described, “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords and King of kings; and they that are with him are called, and chosen,
and faithful,” is to be regarded as included in this prophecy. Our remarks on Ps. 97 are
also applicable here, “The coming of Christ partook of the character of a judgment, even
with regard to those of the heathen, who submitted to the gospel: the worthlessness of
their whole existence was thus brought to light, and deep shame took the place of pride
and haughty contempt of Zion.”

We must call attention here to the strict agreement between the first and second portions
of Zechariah, to which we have already alluded. Chap. 9 and 10 correspond exactly to
chap. 1-4. In both we have a description of the blessings to be bestowed upon the
covenant nation previous to the coming of Christ, but still more especially of those to be
enjoyed in consequence of his coming. Chap. 11 answers to chap. 5. In both we find an
account of the divine judgments which would be inflicted upon the unbelieving and
ungodly portion of the covenant nation after its ungodliness had been, most openly
displayed in the rejection of the Messiah. Chap. 6:1-8 contains a brief notice of the events
which are more fully described in the prophecy before us and in chap. 14.

Ver. 1. “The burden of the word of the Lord upon Israel; Thus saith the Lord, which
stretcheth forth the heaven and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit
of man within him.”

We have already seen (chap. 9:1) that xw» never means utterance, but always burden, and
that it only occurs in the superscription of prophecies containing threatenings of evil. In
such cases the proper name, which follows it in the construct state, or is connected with it
by 2 or %y, indicates the object of the threats contained in the prophecy, or of the coming
judgments. It is without ground, therefore, that some propose to render x» prophecy in
this one passage, and to give to %y the meaning of. The double 3% in ver. 2, which points
to the pressing calamity, and also the v% in ver. 3, correspond to nwx in the sense of
burden. An exceptional rendering of the word here is all the more inadmissible, when we
compare the perfectly analogous superscription in chap. 9:1, and that in Mal. 3:1, which is
almost word for word the same. It is also equally indisputable that Israel can only refer to
the covenant nation. This was its highest and holiest name, which could not be transferred
to any other. How, then, are we to explain the fact that the announcement which follows
holds up before the people of the covenant the prospect of salvation? “We reply, that
severe calamities, to be endured by the people of God, form the starting-point of the
section (chap. 12-14), to the whole of which, in a certain sense, the heading “burden over
Israel” belongs, in contradistinction to the burden of Hadrach in chap. 9:1. In the words of



Christ in Matt. 24:9, “Ye shall be hated of all men for my name sake,” we have the New
Testament version of this prophecy. There is a mitigation of the announcement, however,
in the name “Israel.” The word of the Lord cannot press as a burden upon Israel in the
same sense as upon Hadrach. The words of the Psalms are applicable here: “Many are the
afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.” In Ps. 73:1 it is
said, “Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart,” notwithstanding
the severe afflictions with which they are visited,—a passage which bears upon the verse
before us, inasmuch as the limiting clause shows that by Israel we are to understand the
election alone, the true Israelites in whom there is no guile, to the exclusion of the false
seed.—In ver. 1, Israel is mentioned; in vers. 2-9, Jerusalem and Judah; in ver. 10 sqq.,
the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The reason of this variation, which is
evidently not accidental, is the following: Israel, the most sacred name, is placed, with the
strongest emphasis, at the head. It is afterwards scrupulously avoided, to render it the
more conspicuous, that it is used here in an emphatic sense. In vers. 2-9, the covenant
nation is designated Judah and Jerusalem,—a combination for which Zechariah shows a
strong predilection in the first part also. (Compare 1:12, 2:2, where Israel, the sacred
name, is placed side by side with Judah and Jerusalem, and 2:16.) This may be accounted
for from the circumstances of the times succeeding the captivity, when Judah took the
lead unconditionally, and the other tribes attached themselves to it. That Israel does not
merely mean Judah here, but that Judah, on the contrary, is the name given to the whole
nation, is evident from chap. 10, where the return of Joseph and Ephraim is depicted. The
latter cannot be regarded as excluded in this instance. Lastly, the change of name in ver.
10 sqqg. shows that the Church is regarded there from a different point of view.—The
predicates connected with the name of God serve at the outset to allay any doubts that
might arise from the discrepancy between the promise and the actual circumstances, by
pointing to the omnipotence of the author of the former. What is here implied is explicitly
stated in chap. 8:6: “If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these
days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts.”** The participles
7v'1and 79 are not to be understood as referring exclusively to the past. In direct
opposition to the mechanical view of the works of God, as standing when once created in
just the same relation to him as a house to the builder, the upholding of these works is
represented in the Scriptures as being, in a certain sense, a continuous creation. Every day
God spreads out the heavens, every day he lays the foundations of the earth, which would
wander from its orbit and fall into ruins if it were not upheld by his power. The last
predicate, also, does not refer merely to the first creation of the spirit of man, but to the
constant exertion of the power of God both to create and to sustain. The formation of the
human spirit is brought forward here with peculiar prominence as one of the many works
of the almighty power of God, because this is the ground of the unrestrained and constant
influence which is exerted upon the spirits of men by him who “turns the hearts of kings
as the waterbrooks.” Why should not the creator of the spirits of all men, the “God of the
spirits of all flesh” (Num. 16:22, 27:16), be able to smite all the riders of the enemy with
blindness, and fill the leaders of his people with holy boldness, as he is represented as
doing in vers. 4 and 6?

Ver. 2. “Behold, | make Jerusalem a basin of reeling to all the nations round about, and
even over Judah it will be in the siege against Jerusalem.”

on occurs indisputably in Ex. 12:22, and several other passages in the sense of “basin.”
The reason why a basin is introduced here in the place of the cup, which we find in the
earlier passage upon which this is based, has been plausibly explained by Schmieder thus:



“A basin, to which many may put their mouths so as to sip and drink at the same time.”
1% has the same meaning as nav%n in the earlier passage, “reeling,” “giddiness.” The
giddiness is regarded here as a state in which the bodily strength is weakened. The point
of comparison is the helplessness and misery of the condition. The cup of giddiness is
frequently used as a symbol of the judgment of God, which places men in this condition.
Thus, in Ps. 75:9, “For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and it foams with wine; it is
full of mixture, and he pours out, and even the dregs thereof the wicked of the earth must
swallow and drink.” The reference here is to the judgments which God prepares for the
heathen world on account of their oppression of his people and his kingdom. See further
Isa. 51:17, 22, 23. “Awake, awake, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the Lord
the cup of his fury; thou hast drunk the dregs of the cup of giddiness, and wrung them out.
Behold, I take out of thy hand the cup of giddiness, the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou
shalt no more drink it again. And I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee, which
have said to thy soul, bow down,” etc. When Jerusalem, subsequent to the coming of the
Good Shepherd, in other words, the Church of Christ, is represented here as being a cup
of giddiness to all nations round about, that is, to the whole surrounding heathen world,
this can only mean that their attacks upon Jerusalem will be followed by such judgments
from the hand of God as will deprive them of all their strength. He who presents the cup
of giddiness, as the earlier passages prove, can be no other than God himself, whose
judgments begin indeed at the house of God, but never continue to press as a “burden”
upon it. In the description given of the enemies there is a gradation. Here they are called
“all nations round about;” in ver. 3, first “all nations,” and then, “all the nations of the
earth.” We are introduced here to a state of things such as never existed under the Old
Testament. It was for the name of Christ that Israel was first hated of all nations. Its
earlier conflicts with the heathen world had all been with particular nations. The kingdom
of God was first involved in a general conflict with the heathen world when it put forth
world-wide claims, and, not content with defending its own existence, assumed the
attitude of a conqueror. According to one of the explanations most generally adopted, the
meaning of the second part is that Judah also will be constrained by the enemy, and take
part in the siege of Jerusalem.*? The supporters of this view are obliged to invent
historical details, of which there is not only not the slightest indication in the text, but
rather the very opposite. Again, nothing is gained by appealing to chap. 14:14; for when
the verse is correctly rendered, there is no allusion whatever to any conflict between
Judah and Jerusalem.*® The true rendering is this: also over Judah it will come in the siege
against Jerusalem. Luther’s translation is substantially correct: “It will also affect Judah,
when Jerusalem is besieged.” The subject to > is to be obtained in part from nwx,
burden, in part also from the first clause. If Jerusalem is made a cup of giddiness, its own
severe suffering is presupposed. We cannot supply »x11 after *7°7. #2¥11 can only apply to a
fortress, not to a country (see Deut. 20:20). Hofmann supposes the country population to
have taken refuge in the city. But this is precluded by what follows, where Judah is
represented as acting independently of Jerusalem. Judah and Jerusalem are apparently
contrasted here as the inferior and superior portions of the covenant nation;—a similar
distinction is made in ver. 8, within Jerusalem itself, between the house of David and the
rest of the inhabitants. The type of this distinction lay before the prophet in the relation in
which Jerusalem, the civil and religious capital, stood to the rest of Judah, which had
formerly looked up to it with wonder and admiration, and still continued to do so (see, for
example, Ps. 122 and 87:2, “The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob”). Very little can be said in favour of the idea that this contrast, which
we meet with in the first part as well (chap. 1:12, 2:16), is to be taken with strict literality,
especially in the case of Zechariah, the character of whose prophecies is throughout



figurative and symbolical. The contrast serves merely to prepare the way for the
announcement which follows, that the Lord will first of all deliver the weakest and most
helpless portion of the covenant nation, in order that it may be all the more apparent that
the rescue is his work.

Ver. 3. “And it will come to pass the same day, | will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone
for all nations: all who lift it will be torn in pieces, and all the heathen of the earth are
gathered together against it.”

The figure of a heavy stone, which causes sprains and dislocations to those who overrate
their strength and try to lift it, is so lucid in itself* that there is no reason to suppose, as
most commentators have done, that there is a direct allusion to a custom which Jerome
says was very general in Palestine in his day, of lifting heavy stones as a trial of strength.
Schmieder observes here with perfect accuracy, “Thus did the heathen of the Roman
empire attempt to lift the ‘burdensome stone’ of the Christian Church by slaying the
witnesses for Christ; but the heathenism of Rome bled to death of the wounds, which this
‘burdensome stone’ inflicted in return.” But when he adds, “It cannot yet be determined
with certainty whether reference is made to the literal siege of a Christian Jerusalem, or
whether the figure of a siege is merely the symbol of a hostile attack upon the heart of the
Christian life,” we must beg leave to differ from him. If the fulfilment commences with
the death of the Anointed One, Jerusalem can only stand for the centre of the Christian
Church. And we are also led to this conclusion by the fact that in chap. 11 the whole of
the holy land, and therefore of course the literal Jerusalem, is represented as given up to
total desolation. A real conflict between the city of Jerusalem and all the nations of the
earth is in itself a very improbable thing. We have evidently here a comprehensive view
of that which appears in history in a long series of events, the victorious course of the
militant Church through the many centuries of the world’s history, dating from the
appearance of the Good Shepherd. But we have, lastly, a decisive proof that the prophecy
does not relate to the literal Jerusalem, in the repetition of the same announcement in the
book of Revelation, where we find, not Jerusalem, but simply the Christian Church,
which overcomes first of all heathen Rome, then the ten heathen kings, and last of all that
form of heathenism which is revived in Gog and Magog.—In the words, “and there
assemble themselves” etc., the prophet again describes the danger in the strongest terms,
in order that the deliverance may appear the more wonderful from the contrast, and also
that those who believe may not be disheartened.

Ver. 4. “In that day, saith the Lord, | will smite every horse with fear, and their riders
with madness; and upon the house of Judah | will open my eyes, and | will smite every
horse of the nations with blindness.”

“He confirms what he has said a short time before, that although the whole world should
conspire against the Church, yet there is strength enough in God either to thwart all their
attacks from afar or to bring them to nought. And he mentions stupor, folly, and blindness
in order that the faithful may learn that God can destroy or scatter his enemies by secret
means. Although, therefore, he does not fight with material swords, or employ the
common method of warfare, yet, says the prophet, he is provided with other means of
prostrating his foes.” Horse and rider are characteristics of the might of the heathen;
compare Ex. 15:1, and Ps. 20:8, “Some think of chariots, and some of horses; but we will
think of the name of the Lord our God.” The figure alone is all that we find relating to
ordinary warfare here. Chap. 9:11 sqg., where an actual war is referred to, has much more
of a military character. The sword and the bow, arrows, trumpets, blood, etc., are all



mentioned there. The meaning of the expression, “smite the riders with madness,” is
brought clearly before us in 2 Kings 6:18, where the Lord answers the prayer of Elisha by
blinding his enemies, so that instead of taking him they rush into destruction. The house
of Judah does not simply mean Judah itself, as it does in the foregoing and following
verses where Judah is contrasted with Jerusalem, but appears to embrace the whole of the
covenant nation.

Ver. 5. “And the princes® of Judah say in their hearts, The inhabitants of Jerusalem are
strength to me in the Lord of hosts, their God.”

7n¥R must be taken as a noun. Any other rendering is grammatically inadmissible, and
fails to give an appropriate meaning. Vers. 6 and 7 throw light upon this passage. It is
emphatically stated there that God will first of all deliver the weakest and most exposed
portion of the covenant nation or Church, represented by the inhabitants of the provinces,
as distinguished from the inhabitants of the capital, and will give them the most splendid
victory over the common foe, that the former splendour of Jerusalem may not be so
increased by the new distinction conferred upon it as to throw Judah completely into the
shade. In the verse before us the way is prepared for this announcement by the statement
that Judah does not entertain the most remote idea of any such good fortune and honour,
but waits in calm humility and modesty, looking for deliverance solely from the capital,
which is peculiarly favoured by God, and enjoys his especial protection. Its own
confession of inferiority renders it all the more obvious that the glory which follows is a
work of God, who is strong in the weak, and giveth grace to the humble. Schmieder justly
observes that the princes of Judah are “a type of the leaders of those that believe, in every
future age, whatever different names or titles they may bear in the course of centuries.”
The use of *; for 119 may be explained on the supposition that the princes of Judah speak
in the name of the whole nation, just as in chap. 7:3 the messengers of the people of the
covenant inquire, “Shall I weep, as | have done?”

Ver. 6. “In that day will I make the princes of Judah like a pan of fire in the midst of
sticks, and like a torch of fire among sheaves; and they devour on the right hand and on
the left all the nations round about: and Jerusalem sits still further in her place at
Jerusalem.”

Jerusalem is personified in the first place as a woman. Notwithstanding all the
acquisitions of her enemies, who are desirous of overthrowing her, she still continues to
sit where she has hitherto been sitting. In Isa. 47:1, an announcement of an opposite
character is made respecting Babylon, the representive of the world, “Come down and sit
in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter
of the Chaldeans.”

Ver. 7. “And the Lord will succour the tents of Judah first, that the splendour of the house
of David and the splendour of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not exalt itself over
Judah.”

The tents or huts*® of Judah are contrasted with the splendid buildings of the capital, and
probably indicate the defenceless condition of Judah, which made it absolutely dependent
upon the assistance of God. There is a parallel passage in Ezek. 38:11. The clause “that
the splendour, etc., do not exalt itself,” refers not to the help of God, which was to be
afforded to Jerusalem quite as much as to Judah, and in fact through the medium of
Judah, but to the expressionist, the false renderings of which it serves to preclude. It is not



without a sufficient reason that noxon is not repeated before Judah. “The simple mention
of the name of Judah shows that Judah possessed no splendour on which it could pride
itself.”—Burckhardt. noxon, not “the boast,” but the splendour and glory. The reference is
simply to the possession of superior advantages, which, however. from the tendency of
human nature might easily lead to self-exaltation not only over other men, but over God
himself, and an excessive accumulation of which ought therefore to be guarded against.
The prophet appears to have had in his mind such an abuse as Jerusalem had formerly
made of its superiority to the provinces in this respect. The strong are rescued by the
week in order that the true equilibrium may be maintained, and, as Jerome says, “It may
be made apparent that in either case the victory is the Lord’s.” The “house of David” is
the royal family in the kingdom of God, which culminated in Christ, and is continued in
the princes and potentates in the kingdom of God, who become partakers of his spirit. In
Ps. 45:17, the kings of the Messianic kingdom are represented as the Messiah’s sons, and
therefore as members of the house of David.

Ver. 8. “In that day will the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the stumbling
among them in that day will be as David; and the house of David as God, as the angel of
the Lord before them.”

The article in 52137 (the stumbling one) divides the inhabitants of Jerusalem into two
classes, the weak and the strong. The former are to take the place which was once
occupied by the strongest man among the latter, viz. David their ancestor, the brave hero
and king; the latter are to occupy a position which had no existence in the previous
economy. This is the prophet’s method of expressing, by one particular example, the
general idea that at that time the Lord would exalt his own people to a glory of which they
had no conception before. The New Testament parallel is Luke 7:28, “For | say unto you,
among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist;
but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” To the concluding words,
“and the house of David,” etc., there is a parallel in Matt. 3:11, where John the Baptist
says, “He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear.”
He is a weak man 1ow> (lit. stumbling, then weak generally, cf. 1 Sam. 2:4) in comparison
with the Son of David, who comes after him. Elohim, by which many of the earlier
expositors understood “angels” here, denotes divinity in general as contrasted with human
nature (see the comm. on Ps. 8:5). On the other hand, the expression “the angel of the
Lord” (not an angel as many render it), the revealer of God, to whom Zechariah
frequently attributes both his names and his works, sets before us a distinct form within
the sphere of duty. The expression “before them” also leads to the conclusion that the
angel of the Lord is intended; for there is evidently an allusion to the march through the
desert, in which not merely an angel, but the angel of the Lord led the way. (Compare
vol. i. p. 118, and also the remarks on Mic. 2:13, vol. i. p. 433.) A hyperbole, such as we
find in 2 Sam. 14:17, 20, cannot for a moment be thought of here, for we have the
language of a prophet before us now. Moreover, the parallel passages, chap. 11, 12:10,
and 13:7, which show that Zechariah expected the angel of the Lord to appear in the
Messiah, are opposed to such a conclusion as this. The house of David is not referred to
here in the same sense as in ver. 7, but primarily in this its culminating point. It would be
strange if Zechariah, when depicting the glory of the house of David under the New
Testament, should separate it entirely from him in whom the unanimous testimony of the
prophets declared that it would reach its highest point. That Zechariah expected the
Messiah to spring from the house of David, is evident from chap. 9:9, 10, 3:8, and 6:12,
which refer, almost in so many words, to the earlier announcements of the descent of the



Messiah from the tribe of David. But the glory of Christ descends to his servants, the
leaders of the Church; compare Gal. 4:14, “Ye received me as an angel of God, even as
Christ Jesus.” This can only be regarded, however, as the reflection of the glory which,
strictly speaking, rests upon Christ alone. The true equality of the house of David with
God, and, as it is here stated by way of climax, with the angel of the Lord, could only be
effected by such an union of the human nature and the divine as was really accomplished
in Christ. Humanity in itself could never be exalted to such a height as this. That it is not
a mere resemblance which is spoken of here, but a literal equality, is evident from the
expression, “as David” in the previous verse.

Ver. 9. “And it shall come to pass in that day, that | will seek to destroy all the heathen,
that come against Jerusalem.”

Many render this “I will seek out, for the purpose of destroying,” But the words of chap.
6:7, in which the parallel is very striking, show that wpa with 5 must be understood as
denoting an effort to attain to something. We have here the conclusion of the first part, in
which the victory of Israel over the heathen world is predicted. The second part
commences in ver. 10 with an announcement of the restoration of the children of the
kingdom. Michaelis observes that “This prediction was evidently not fulfilled in the early
part of the New Testament history; for not only had God at that time not destroyed the
heathen, who came to destroy Jerusalem, but, on the contrary, by their instrumentality he
destroyed Jerusalem itself, along with the Jewish state and Levitical worship.” But this
remark is founded upon the erroneous idea that by Jerusalem in this passage we are to
understand the literal city of Jerusalem; whereas, according to the previous chapter, this
was already destroyed. The first fulfilment of this prophecy on a large scale was the
destruction of Rome as the heathen mistress of the world (see Rev. 17:18). The limitation,
“unless they repent,” is of course implied, and this is expressly stated in chap. 14, where
the Messiah’s rule of justice and of peace is represented as embracing all the Gentiles to
the ends of the earth (compare chap. 9:10).

Ver. 10. “And I pour out my spirit upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitant of
Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplication, and they look upon me, whom they have
pierced; and they mourn for him, as the mourning for an only one, and they lament for
him, as the lamentation for first-born.”

This verse is connected with Joel 2:28. “And it shall come to pass afterwards, that | will
pour out my spirit,” and the connection is sufficient in itself to show that we have a
prophecy before us which relates to the Messianic era in its fullest extent, from the time
of the atoning death of the Messiah onwards. The fulfilment of the primary prophecy took
place on the day of Pentecost; and the events of that day had also a prophetical character,
and constituted, as it were, a practical renewal of the predictions of Joel. By the house of
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem we are to understand the members of the ancient
covenant nation, those whom Peter addresses in Acts 3:25 as “sons of the prophets and of
the covenant.” At first sight, it appears strange that in this passage, as well as in chap.
13:1, Judah should not be mentioned at all, but merely the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. But this may be explained from the custom, which was
prevalent among the earlier writers, of designating the whole nation by the name of its
central-point or capital, Jerusalem or Zion. In the first part we frequently find Jerusalem
only mentioned by name, although the prophet evidently had the whole nation in his
mind. Compare, for example, chap. 3:2, “The Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke
thee,” and chap. 8:8. In other passages, e.g. chap. 1:32, Jerusalem and the cities of Judah



are employed to denote the whole—n7 never means “to entreat” as Hofmann would
render it. He appeals to Job 19:17; but the proper rendering of this verse is, “I mourn for
the sons of my body,” in other words, “I mourn for the loss of my children.” Ewald’s
rendering, “A spirit of love and of the wish for love,” is also merely an attempt to get rid
of a difficulty, ni7 is never used for love to God, or even love to brethren, but love towards
an inferior, that is grace. With reference to the genitive, Hitzig observes, “A spirit of
grace and of supplication, of the latter inasmuch as it produces it, of the former inasmuch
as the impartation of it is an act of divine grace;” but he also adds, “At the same time
there appears to be something harsh and unparalleled in such a combination of two
genitives with entirely opposite meanings. If the spirit of supplication is the spirit which
produces supplication, the Spirit of grace must also be the Spirit which is the efficient
cause of grace, or brings grace in its train. Compare the precisely similar combination in
Isa. 11:1, “the spirit of wisdom, of power,” etc. From its connection with the supplication,
again, the grace referred to here cannot be the grace of God objectively considered,*” but
grace regarded as an active principle working within. Wrath and mercy, which have their
roots in God, produce a distinctive kind of life in the hearts of men. In Rom. 4:15,
“because the law worketh wrath,” wrath is not exactly the consciousness of wrath, though
it is evidently regarded as manifested in the heart of the sinner. With reference to the
grace, there is a perfect parallel in Heb. 10:29, “and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace,” in which there is an allusion to the passage before us. The “Spirit of grace” is the
Spirit which produces a state of grace (compare also 2 Tim. 2:1, “Be strong in the grace,
which is in Christ Jesus;” Acts 4:33; Rom. 12:6). The Spirit of grace, then, is the Spirit
which brings grace near to the heart, and sets his seal upon it. In chap. 11:10, the staff
“loveliness” is broken, as a sign that the Jews have no longer a gracious God, on account
of their contempt of the Good Shepherd. Here, on the other hand, grace is once more
communicated by the Spirit, and put within their hearts. There is something very striking
in the combination of “grace” and the “supplication” (gnade and gnadeflehen). Even in
the selection of two expressions derived from the same root, the writer shows that this
supplication springs from a state of grace, “For thus will the Jews be entirely cured of
their notion of their own merit, and the custom of making prayers (precularum;”
Burckhardt),—anno> with 5% is not infrequently used, where either mental or physical
perception is referred to, coupled with the idea of confidence in the object beheld; like
Oewpsiv, for example, in John 6:40. We find this in Num. 21:9, in connection with the
brazen serpent, by looking upon which Israel was healed.*® Here it is tacitly contrasted
with the contempt and abhorrence with which Israel had previously turned its eyes away
from the Messiah (compare Isa. 52:14). The expression “upon me” is very remarkable.
According to ver. 1, the speaker is the Lord, the Creator of heaven and the earth. But it is
evident from what follows that we are not to confine our thoughts exclusively to an
invisible God, who is beyond the reach of suffering; for the same Jehovah presently
represents himself as pierced by the Israelites, and afterwards lamented by them with
bitter remorse. The enigma is solved by the Old Testament doctrine of the angel and
revealer of the Most High God, to whom the prophet attributes even the most exalted
names of God, on account of his participation in the divine nature, who is described in
chap. 11 as undertaking the office of Shepherd over his people, and who had been
recompensed by them with base ingratitude. The suffix in »%y is regarded by many
commentators, who adhere to the Messianic interpretation, as used not in a personal, but
in a neuter sense. Thus Gousset, Schultens (Animadvv. Phil. in loc.), and Dathe render it,
“they mourn on account of it,” namely, on account of the crime committed in piercing
him. But the reasons assigned are not sufficient. They adduce first of all the change in the
persons, *2x and v%y. But the change from the first person to the third is of such frequent



occurrence, especially in the prophets, that there is no necessity to bring forward specific
examples (see Gesenius’ Lehrg. p. 742). There was also a peculiar inducement to make
the change in the present instance, inasmuch as the previous words, “him, whom they
have pierced,” formed a natural transition to the third person. And this transition, again,
was the more appropriate, since it was important to give some intimation of the fact, that
the same Being, whom the supreme God had identified with himself on account of his
unity of nature, was yet personally distinct. (Compare chap. 13:7, “the man, that is my
fellow.”) This reason for the change has latterly been adopted by E. Meier (Studien und
Kritiken,42, p. 1039).—The authors mentioned inquire further, “Why should the
believing Jews mourn for him, the slain Messiah, when, as has been stated, they regard
him with confidence and hope as still alive? We reply: they mourn for the murdered one,
not as though he were still in the power of death, but with the heartfelt consciousness that
he was slain through their sins. But the proofs, which are decisive against this rendering,
are the following:—When %y follows the verb 799, though it may denote the cause
generally, it is universally connected with the person for whom lamentation is made.
(Compare, for example, Jer. 34:5; 2 Sam. 11:26; and 1 Kings 13:30.) Again, in the verses
which follow, persons alone are referred to as the object of lamentation: e.g. “for the only
one,” “for the first-born,” “for king Josiah.” Lastly, vers. 12-14 evidently depict the deep
sorrow of the whole nation and of every individual for one who is dead.—%y, lit. making
bitter, points back to the preceding verb “they mourn,” as the use of the infinite
sufficiently shows. Hence we must not supply “they shall weep,” as most commentators
have done on the strength of Isa. 22:4. There is all the less reason for doing this, since the
appropriateness of the allusion to 799 is confirmed by Jer. 6:26. 2>737nn 7997 and the
Hiphil of n11 is used exclusively in the sense of making bitter, never of grieving.
Mourning for an only son is also used in other passages as a sign of the deepest sorrow;
compare Amos 8:10, “And I will make it as the mourning for an only son,” and Jer.
6:26.—Of lamentation for the first-born, the type is to be found in Egypt; see Ex. 11:6,
“And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none
like it, nor shall be like it any more.”—The fulfilment of the prophecy in the verse before
us commenced immediately after the crucifixion of Christ; see Luke 23:48, “And all the
people that came together to that sight, beholding the things that were done, smote their
breasts.” (This is the primary signification of 057, which was originally used to denote a
peculiar manner of giving expression to grief; see Isa. 32:12, Super Ubera Plangunt,
Winer s.v.) The crowds, who but a short time before had cried out “Crucify him,” now
smite their breasts, overpowered by the proofs of the superhuman dignity of Jesus, and
mourn for the deceased, and for their own sin. This was the commencement of a powerful
movement, which brought large bodies of penitent Jews to the Christian Church. The first
Christian Pentecost formed its central point. The point of Peter’s address is contained in
the words, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ;” and the result is thus
described in ver. 37, “When they heard, they were pricked in their heart.” The theme of
Peter’s discourse is described as being this, “Ye have killed the Prince of life” (chap.
3:15); and the following is the result, “Many of them which heard the word believed; and
the number of the men was about five thousand.” The extent of the movement is also
apparent from chap. 5:14, “And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes
both of men and women.” There is the less reason to exclude these commencements of
the fulfilment, since not only Luke 23:48 but also Heb. 10:29 points distinctly to this
passage, and presupposes that the promise contained in it is already partially fulfilled.
That the house of David was also affected by this movement has been convincingly
proved by Schmieder from Acts 1:14, “These all continued with one accord in prayer and



supplication—(the supplication here, the grace in chap. 4:33)—with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brethren;” in connection with which it is important to
observe that the guilt was national, and even those who had previously believed on Jesus
felt that they were involved in it. The only passage in the New Testament in which this
prophecy is actually quoted is John 19:37, “And again another Scripture saith, they shall
look on him whom they pierced.” On the connection between this quotation and the
prophecy itself, the following remarks are needful. (1.) The only point in which the
citation differs from the original is in the change of the first person into the third. In
Zechariah, the Messiah himself is represented as speaking; in the gospel, John speaks of
him. There is no ground for inferring from this, as Bleek has done, that the apostle, who
has not employed the Septuagint on this occasion, but translates direct from the Hebrew,
had another reading before him, especially when we observe that Matthew does precisely
the same thing in the case of Zech. 11:13, which is quoted by him in chap. 27:9. The
desire to secure greater perspicuity is a sufficient explanation. If John had not read “upon
me,” in the gospel, he could not have been so confident that the prophecy referred to
Christ, as not this passage alone, but also Rev. 1.7, evidently prove that he was. (2.)
Although Vitringa (Obss. ii. 9, p. 172) and Michaelis have taken great trouble to maintain
the opposite, it is obvious that the words are quoted by John in immediate connection
with the piercing by the lance, and not with reference to the crucifixion of Christ
generally. In vers. 31-33, he relates that the legs of Christ were not broken like those of
the others, and in ver. 34 mentions the piercing of his side. He then proceeds in ver. 36 to
cite a passage from the Old Testament in explanation of the first fact, and in ver. 37
brings forward another in connection with the second. At the same time it by no means
follows that John merely refers to the prophecy in connection with this particular
circumstance, or that he regarded it as entirely restricted to this, but only that he looked
upon this as actually a fulfilment of the prediction;—and with perfect justice, inasmuch as
the piercing with a spear, in common with the entire crucifixion, is represented in Acts
2:23 as a work of the Jews, not indeed from a material, but from a spiritual point of view.
That John is very far from restricting the prophecies to the particular circumstances in
connection with which they are quoted by him, is obvious from chap. 18:9. The prophecy
before us would evidently lose much of its meaning and importance if the verb 227 were
to be understood as relating simply to the one fact of the piercing with a spear. It is rather
to be regarded as depicting the whole of the sufferings with which the death of the
Messiah was attended. That the death itself is the essential point, and not the instrument
employed or the manner of the death, is evident from chap. 13:7, where a sword is
mentioned, whereas 27 points rather to a spear. Liicke has very correctly observed, “At
the time when John composed his Gospel, a considerable number had already been
gathered out of the hostile Jewish world, of such as looked to the Crucified One for their
salvation. In this sense the dwovrau (they shall look) had been fulfilled.” In addition to
this distinct quotation, there are two other passages in which there is evidently an
intentional allusion to the one before us. The first is Matt. 24:30, “And then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.” The other is Rev. 1:7, “Behold he cometh with
clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him.” These passages
contain a kind of sacred parody of the prophecy in Zechariah. They show that side by side
with the salutary contrition, the godly sorrow, of which Zechariah speaks, there is another
kind, viz. the Judas-contrition of despair; that by the side of the voluntary look, directed
to the Crucified One, there is another, an involuntary look, which even unbelief cannot
escape. The fearful meaning involved in this allusion will be learned by every one. It



shows, moreover, that the prophecy was referred to Christ, by both the Lord himself and
his apostles.

HISTORY OF THE INTERPRETATION
. AMONG THE JEWS

A valuable collection of materials has been made by Frischmuth and Salemann; by the
former in his Dissertatio de Messia Confixo (Thes. Theol. Phil., i. p. 1042 sqqg.); by the
latter in his Jehovah Transfossus (ibid., p. 1054 sqq.). Even before the coming of Christ it
was natural that the Jews should mistake the true meaning of the prophecy; for it not only
pointed to a suffering and dying Messiah, like Isa. 53, but to a suffering and dying
Messiah, connected with God by a mysterious unity of essence,—a mystery which could
not be fully comprehended till the Son of God appeared in the flesh. Among the Jews
after the time of Christ, the difficulty of interpreting the passage necessarily increased; for
not only did they want the light of fulfilment, like those of an earlier age, but they were
driven into a corner by Christian controversialists, who took it as the basis of their
arguments. How little ground we have for expecting impartiality under these
circumstances, is evident from the candid confession made by Abarbanel, that the chief
object which he had in view in his exposition was to remove the stumbling-block laid by
Christians in the way of his people, when they interpreted the prophecy as relating to the
Crucified One. The history of the interpretation of this passage among the Jews is little
more, therefore, than an account of the principal methods employed by them in the
distortion of prophecy,—methods which led to such contradictory results as to furnish a
powerful argument against their correctness.

1. Some sought to get rid of the difficulty by giving to 27 the figurative meaning “to
pierce,” in other words, “to grieve.” According to the exposition, the verse depicts the
contrition of the Jews on account of the sins committed by them against the Lord, This
view was adopted by the translators of the Septuagint, who rendered the clause,
¢mPA&yovTan Tpdg pe dvO’ v katopyioavto. Jerome and many others suppose that the
translators mistook 177 for 177; and examples of similar transpositions are no doubt to
be found. Lud. Cappellus and others suggest the probability of their having found 373 in
their MSS.; but this is very unlikely, as there is nothing else to favour such a reading.
Others, including Cocceius and Buxtorf, think that, as they did not know how to get over
the difficulty, they substituted 317 for 3727 by mere conjecture. We should not mention
the fact that the blind prejudice shown by Vose (De Translat. LXX. Interprett., p. 20 and
77) in favour of the Septuagint, has led him to maintain that &v8’ v katopyicavTo is a
later corruption, were it not that Ewald has given expression to the same opinion
(Commentar. in Apoc., p. 93). The only explanation that can be given of this is the wish to
get rid of an important argument for the genuineness of the book of Revelation, namely,
the remarkable agreement between John 19:37 and Re 1:7Rev. 1:7 in the rendering of the
words quoted from this passage,—an agreement which cannot be set aside by merely
referring to a similar coincidence in the use of the word &kxevtéiv by Aquila,
Symmachus, and Theodotion, since in their case the. one quoted from the other, and their
agreement is entirely restricted to the use of the word éxkevieiv.—\Very few have hit upon
the true explanation, namely, that the translators read 317, but thought the literal meaning
of the verb unsuitable, and therefore understood it figuratively, “to pierce” in the sense of
“to vex.” Lampe, among the earlier commentators, has adopted this explanation (Comm.
on John, part 3, p. 633). The conjecture is changed into a certainty if we merely look at



the other examples of a similar mode of procedure on the part of the translators in the
very same section. The most remarkable is chap. 13:3, where we find another instance of
transposition in connection with the same verb 227. In this case also the meaning to pierce
seemed to them inappropriate, since they could not imagine that parents would be so cruel
as to kill their own son; and probably also because, like many of the later commentators,
they imagined that the same individual was alluded to in vers. 5 and 6. If so, he could not
be regarded as killed. In this case they render the verb copmodiCetv, to bind the feet
together, whereas in every other instance they translate it dnokeveiv, Exkevigiv,
KOTOKEVTELY, OF Titp@okelv.—We have another example in chap. 12:8. They were startled
to find it stated there that the house of David should be as God. Hence they translated

0°7 9X, og oikog BeoD; whilst Jonathan, on the other hand, endeavoured to remove the
ground of offence by giving to o°7"9% the moaning of prince.—So much may perhaps he
conceded to the supporters of the other hypotheses, that the translators were led to select
the verb xatopyéopat, to express the idea of contempt and wickedness, by the recollection
of the word 727, which they probably regarded as allied to 2p7.

We have no hesitation in giving the same explanation of the Chaldee version, the words
of which have been so often misinterpreted, and of which, so far as we are aware, the only
correct explanation that has ever been given is that of Lampe (ut supra). The passage is
rendered 19078R >7 °n7R 12 12, The translation usually given of this is “orabunt coram
me, quoniamm translati fuerunt” (compare Lightfoot on John 19:37). The meaning of the
paraphrast is supposed to have been, that the Jews would turn to the Lord, with bitter
lamentation on account of their captivity. But the objection to this is, that nothing can be
pointed out in the text which could give rise to such a translation. The difficulty, however,
is removed if we understand xv>v> as meaning to wander about in a moral sense, to rove
about so as to lose sight of the Lord; compare %, vagatio, lusus; %>v, ambulator, otiosus
spectator (see Buxtorf s.v.).—This explanation has been given up by the modern Jews,
who all agree in translating 27 literally. But it has found supporters in the Christian
Church, and we will now inquire whether it is admissible. It must certainly constitute a
grave objection, that in every other case 127 is used in a literal sense, never figuratively,
and that we have an example in this very section in chap. 13:3, a passage which is the
more important on account of the close relation in which it stands to the verse before us;
they had wickedly pierced the Good Shepherd, but now they pierce the false prophet
righteously. But the words which follow are a sufficient disproof of the figurative
interpretation. If 727 is not used in a literal sense, how can the next clause speak of
mourning for one who is dead?*® how can it be compared to the mourning for the death of
an only son, and the mourning for the death of King Josiah? The only resource left in this
case is to take the word in its ordinary signification, and to look for the figure in the
general statement. God is slain, as it were, by the sins of the Jews; and the remorse which
they feel for their sins is figuratively represented as mourning for the dead. But let any
one look through the whole of the Old Testament, and see whether he can find anything
analogous to a figure so strange and derogatory to the dignity of God as this would be.—
It is quite out of place to appeal to the fact that 2p3, to pierce, is also used with reference
to God; for it is not in its primary sense that it is so used, but with a figurative meaning to
insult, and even in this sense it is not associated directly with Jehovah himself, but only
with the name of God (Lev. 24:11). To these negative reasons for rejecting the
explanation referred to, we have now to add—(1.) the positive grounds for referring the
prediction to the Messiah and his death; viz. the evident identity of the person, slain and
lamented here, with the Good Shepherd, whose faithful care was rewarded by the nation
with base ingratitude (chap. 11), who is represented in chap. 13:7 as being slain, and



whose rejection on the part of the nation is the cause of their being visited by severe
judgments, until at length the remnant is purified by affliction, turns to the Lord, and is
received into favour again;—(2.) the parallel clause in chap. 13:7, “Awake, O sword
against my shepherd,” which is sufficient in itself to overthrow the figurative
interpretation of 7p; and (3.), as external evidence, the testimony of the New Testament.

2. There is another remarkable proof that the correct interpretation of the passage, as
relating to a true Messiah, was not unknown to the earlier Jews. In the Jerusalem Talmud
(fol. xii. 1 ed. Dessov.; compare the appendix on the suffering Messiah), it is the only one
mentioned: “There are two opinions; one, that the mourning is for the Messiah, the other,
that the mourning is for the crime.” This has frequently been understood as meaning, that
by some the crime was regarded as the sole object of the prophecy in this verse. And it
has been found impossible to understand how so strange an opinion could possibly have
arisen. But this is riot the case. Both views agreed in referring the prophecy to the
Messiah. The difference, as we may see upon closer examination, and from a comparison
of the corresponding passages in the Babylonian Talmud, had respect exclusively to the
suffix in »2y. Some regarded it as relating to the person of the Pierced One, whilst others
supposed it to be used as a neuter (as Schultens and Dathe also do), with the meaning, “on
that account,” namely, on account of their sin, which had either directly, or what is more
probable, indirectly occasioned the death of the Messiah. So much is certain. But we have
no means of determining how these Rabbins interpreted the separate clauses of the verse,
or how they got over the difficulty which must have presented itself to their minds in the
words, “They look upon me, whom they have pierced;” whether they adopted the
rendering which De Rossi, who has carefully examined the Codex, says that Symmachus
has given in the Codex Barberinus, viz. ouv & £&ekévinoav, “They look upon me (the
Lord) with him, whom they (either the Jews or the enemy) have pierced;” or whether they
rendered it as many of the later Jews have done, “They look upon me (they turn to me as
suppliants) because the enemy has pierced them.” It is impossible to decide this from the
fact that the difference referred to there has respect not to the meaning of the whole
passage, but to the object of grief. In any case, however, the passage is of great
importance, inasmuch as it proves that the earlier Jews were not strangers to the doctrine
of a dying Messiah, and that, in whatever way his death might occur, they associated it
with the sin of the nation. In the course of time, however, this view was found to be
inconvenient; and the attempt was made to get rid of the difficulty by adopting the fiction
of two Messiahs, the son of David and the son of Joseph, to the latter of whom all the
passages were applied which appeared to speak of a dying Messiah (compare the
appendix on the suffering Messiah). This is the case with the passage before us in the
Babylonian Talmud, where the question is raised again, whether the mourning relates to
the Messiah or to the sin, and the former is pronounced indisputably the correct opinion,
on the ground that the lamentation must have reference to the person described as pierced
immediately before. (See the appendix.) Among the later Rabbins, this interpretation is
adopted by Abenezra and Abarbanel; the latter of whom displays a marvellous
vacillation, by giving his support elsewhere to the explanation proposed by Kimchi and
Jarchi, to which we shall presently refer, although he so decidedly rejects it here. Lastly,
it is also found in the Jalkut Chadash (fol. 24; quoted by Glasener, de Gemino Jud.
Messia, p. 57), “After Jonah has been pierced, that is, the Messiah Ben Joseph, David will
come, that is, the Messiah Ben David.”

The supporters of this interpretation had now to solve the difficult problem: how is the
expression, “whom they have pierced,” to be reconciled with the words “they will look



upon me”? Various methods were suggested, but all equally unsuccessful. (1.) They
altered, without the least shame, the inconvenient *2x into 1°7&. The text is quoted thus,
without any further remark, in the Talmud, and also in En Israel, p. 117. And according to
a remarkable passage in Rabanus Maurus, contra Judaeos, p. 13 (Wagenseil’s Sota, p.
68), it was to be found in his day (the 9th century) in the margin of many mss. “Where
we, according to the faith of the Holy Scriptures, read in the person of God “and they
shall look upon me, whom they have pierced;’ they (the Jews) although they dare not
make any alteration in the text of the sacred volume, from their fear of the divine
command, have written outside as a marginal note, ‘they shall look on him, whom they
have pierced.” And thus they teach their pupils to copy what they find in the text, but to
read what they find in the margin; so that they hold, forsooth, that, in their folly, the Jews
look to him whom Gog and Magog have pierced.” In the 13th century this reading had
found its way into the text of several MSS., see Raim. Martini (p. 411; Leipzig),
“Observe, that some of the Jews, being unable to endure such forcible testimony from the
Holy Scriptures, falsify one letter in this passage, and read 1%¥, so that it may be
understood as referring not to God, but to some one else.” Compare, on the other hand, p.
855, where the author appeals to the ancient MSS., in all of which the reading *>x found.
The reading 177x is actually to be met with in 49 mss. in Kennicott, and 13 in De Rossi; it
is also contained in the original text of many of the Rabbinical writings, though it has
been to some extent rejected from the published editions (compare De Rossi on this
passage). We need not enter into any elaborate proof of the correctness of the reading *7x.
Grammatically it is the more difficult of the two; it is opposed to the favourite opinions of
the Jews; it is found in all the ancient mss., the testimony of which is the more complete
in this case, from the fact that the translations of Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion
have been handed down to us in a Scholion of the Codex Barber.; and it is found not only
in the best manuscripts, but also in by far the largest number.>® It is not so easy to decide
the question whether the reading x> is traceable to doctrinal considerations; that is,
whether we have here an example of an attempt on the part of the Jews to falsify the text.
Wagenseil has endeavoured to prove that we have (Hackspan de Usu Librr. Rabbinic., p.
295); and De Rossi maintains the opposite. We are constrained to decide in favour of the
former. It is true that there are not wanting other examples in which the Keri has
attempted to restore grammatical correctness in cases where the first person is followed
immediately by the third. But no one has ever ventured to bring these supposed
emendations into the text. In this instance, in the Talmud, where we first meet with the
reading X2, its bearing upon the interests of the Jews is far too obvious, as is also the
case with Jalkut, where the reading X% is adopted, to render it possible to refer the passage
to the Messiah Ben Joseph, “to him whom they have pierced,” a departure from the
Talmud which clearly shows how little external ground there was for giving up the
received version. If the emendation was occasioned solely by the grammatical
irregularity, how was it that it did not occur to any one to read ¥% instead of ¥>:7?—De
Rossi appeals to the fact, that not a single Jewish controversialist has brought forward the
reading &7 to refute the Christian interpretation, as an argument against the supposition
that there has been an intentional falsification of the text. But this fact may quite as
legitimately be used as an argument on the opposite side. It bears testimony to a guilty
conscience. If the reading &7 had been obtained by righteous means, they would never
have hesitated to appeal to it. They used it timidly and modestly, more for their own
satisfaction than as a weapon to direct against their foes; and when they found that, after
all, it did not succeed, that the forgery could not be introduced into all the mss., and that
attention was already being directed to the question, they gave up the reading altogether,
and tried to find out some less objectionable way.—(2,) They gave a different rendering



to "wR ny, viz. “They look to me (as suppliants), because they (the heathen) have pierced
him (the son of Joseph);” a rendering the arbitrary character of which is so very obvious,
that we can see no reason for examining it more minutely,—It is hardly worth while even
to add, with reference to the antiquated notion of the Messiah Ben Joseph, that it is
nothing but a foundling of modern Jews, which never met with general acceptance, as the
remark of Kimchi, in opposition to its supposed application to the present passage,
sufficiently proves, and which the more intelligent, such as Maimonides and Menasse
Ben Israel, expressly or tacitly reject. It is of greater importance to lay emphasis upon a
remark which affects, not merely this particular explanation, but the whole genus to
which it belongs. The look directed to the Pierced One, the loud lamentation for his death,
is represented here as a consequence of the outpouring of the Spirit of grace upon Israel, a
sign of its genuine conversion, the fruits of which are described in chap. 13:1-6. But how
could the lamentation for a leader, slain by the foe, be regarded as the result of
conversion?

(3.) A still greater error was committed by those who, like Kimchi, Jarchi, and Menasse
Ben Israel (Hulsius” Theol. Jud., p. 513), interpreted “the pierced one,” as meaning every
one who had been slain in the war with Gog and Magog: “They will all lament for the
death of one, as if the whole army had been slain.” Some of them adopt the false reading
&1, and others give to 2¢x nx the inadmissible rendering “because” Kimchi, for
example, explains it as equivalent to 1aya. The last reason adduced for rejecting the
previous interpretation tells with considerable force against this one also. The supporters
of it are unable to defend their assumption that there is a change of subject in 3727, of
which there is not the slightest indication in the text, and which is therefore unnatural, or
to account for the absence of the suffix. This interpretation is to be especially accounted
for, from the fear of conceding too much to the Christians, by referring the passage to the
Messiah Ben Joseph; a fear for which there was all the more foundation, since it could not
but be clearly perceived that it was useless to attempt to prove the reality of the fictitious
Messiah Ben Joseph, and that, if the attempt was made and failed, so long as the passage
was admitted to be generally Messianic, it would be impossible to evade the conclusion
that it must refer to the Messiah Ben David. The extent to which this fear prevailed is
evident from the fact that, in a Polish edition of Jarchi, the passage in which he speaks of
the explanation, which refers the passage to the Messiah Ben Joseph as handed down by
tradition and confirmed by the Talmud, has been omitted; compare Steph. le Moyne on
Jeremiah 23:6.

[I.AMONG THE CHRISTIANS

In the Christian Church, as we should naturally expect, the reference to Christ has been
generally maintained from time immemorial. It is superfluous therefore to mention the
names of those who have supported it. Even J. D. Michaelis declares himself in its favour,
although he adopts the ungrammatical rendering, “They will look upon me, and upon
him, whom they have pierced.” “We shall notice only the exceptions, namely, those who
reject the Messianic interpretation. But we shall be very brief, as the refutation will be
found in what has already been written.

(1.) Calvin (in his commentary on the passage, and on John 19:37) followed to a certain
extent in the footsteps of the translators of the Septuagint and Chaldee versions, though
without in any way depending upon them. “Piercing,” he says, “is used here for continued
irritation, and is as much as to say that the Jews with their obstinacy were equipped, as it
were, for war, that they might fight against God and pierce him with their malice, or with



the weapons of their rebellion. . . . The meaning ... is this: when the Jews have provoked
God in many ways with perfect impunity, they will at length become penitent, for they
will begin to be alarmed by the judgment of God, although before this not one of them
had thought of giving an account of his life.” At the same time, we must not overlook the
essential difference between Calvin and both the Jewish and rationalistic expositors, who
have adopted the same explanation. According to Calvin, the prophecy is to he
understood in the first place figuratively, and referred to God; but under the
superintending providence of God, it came to pass that it was literally fulfilled in Christ,
who is associated with God by unity of nature, that is to say, the history of Christ formed
a visibile symbolum of the substance of the prophecy. That he regarded the prophecy as
connected with the fulfilment in Christ in a much more intimate manner than in the so-
called “mystical sense” of Grotius, which, as Reuss has shown (Opusc. 1, p. 74 sqq.), is
something purely imaginary, is obvious from all the rest of the exposition, in which he
seems to lose sight of the figurative meaning altogether. By the earliest expositors this
view of Calvin’s was universally opposed. Lampe complains very bitterly that Calvin’s
private opinions should be charged upon the Reformed Church, and that a reproach
should thus be cast upon it. With the exception of an unknown writer mentioned in
Martini (De Tribus Elohim, c. 112), and Smalcius the Socinian, it did not receive support
from any one but Grotius. From him it has been copied by several of the modern
commentators, including Rosenmiiller, Eichhorn, Theiner, and Maurer,

(2.) The reference to a Messiah Ben Joseph has so far found supporters among modern
expositors, that many of them regard the prophecy as relating to the death of a
distinguished Jewish general or martyr. Jahn (Einl., ii. 2, p. 671) supposes that Judas
Maccabaeus is intended, and renders the clause thus, “They will look upon him
(Jehovah), on account of him, whom they have pierced.” Bauer (Schol., p. 310)
conjectures that allusion is made to some Jewish commander who lost his life in the
Maccabean war, though it is impossible to determine which. Bleek speaks of “one
particular human martyr, who had been put to death a short time before, in the service of
the true God.” In order to get rid of the reference to Jehovah, and therefore to the
Messiah, to which he objects, on the ground that the prophet could not have expected any
of his immediate readers and hearers to understand him in this sense,—overlooking the
fact that the prophecy had been preceded by chap. 11 as well as Isa. 53,—he takes upon
they have pierced.” But this is a desperate remedy. 2% only occurs four times in the
whole of the Old Testament, viz. in the book of Job, in the highest style of poetry, and
that immediately before a noun. Moreover, &% is the construct state of a noun, and
therefore cannot possibly be connected with the accusative &n. The result arrived at by
Bleek—*it is uncertain to whom the prophet refers”—is surely purchased too dearly at
such a price as this. Again, on Bleek’s hypothesis, it is impossible to explain the
announcement in vers. 10-14, respecting the national mourning, or the statement made in
chap. 13:1, as to the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, in consequence of their
looking upon him who had been pierced; or again, the reference in vers. 2-6 to the
sanctification resulting from the same look, not to mention the evident allusion to the
healing effected by looking at the brazen serpent.—Ewald’s explanation is open to
precisely the same objections. For one martyr, he substitutes a plurality of such as had
fallen in the war with the heathen. His rendering is, “They look to him, whom men have
pierced,” which he explains thus, “The intention is to show that no martyr falls in vain,
but that he will one day be mourned for with universal love.” To render this explanation
possible, “a spirit of love and the wish for love” is substituted for “the spirit of grace and



supplication;” but we have a sufficient proof that this is incorrect in the passage in Joel
upon which this is based, and from which we learn that reference is made to something
entirely different, namely, to religious regeneration. Again, Ewald is obliged to sacrifice
the accredited reading %>, and adopt X?» in its stead. The third sacrifice that has to be
made, is the assumption of a change of subject in 77, which is not only objectionable in
itself, but is also disproved by the fact that it severs the connection with chap. 11 that it
renders what follows incomprehensible, since the opening of a fountain for sin and
uncleanness (chap. 13:1), and also the repentance (vers. 2-6) show that those who look
are the same as those who had formerly pierced—(otherwise the repentance would be
altogether visionary),—and lastly by the fact that there is no reference whatever to
persons who had fallen in conflict with the heathen. But if we read &, it would be
presupposed that the pierced one had already been more particularly described. We could
not in this case adopt the rendering, “they will look to one whom they have pierced,” but
“to him” (definitely), especially as the relative is preceded by xn. Ewald introduces the
plurality on his own authority entirely; for both here and in the parallel passages (chap. 11
and 13:7) there is never more than one individual referred to as the object of persecution.
Hofmann (Schriftbeweis, ii. 2, p. 562) has at length gone back again to one individual. He
now renders the passage “my heroes look at him whom they (the heathen) have pierced.”
“They mourn for a loss which they have suffered, not for a crime which they have
committed.” The only peculiarity to be noticed here is the rendering of 8%, “my heroes,”
to which two objections may be offered; first, that X never means hero (compare the
remarks on Isa. 9:5), and, secondly, that 72°v is usually construed with 5. But this false
interpretation of x> was compulsory; for if Jehovah was pierced, the author of the deed
must have been Judah, whom we have already seen in chap. 11 in fierce conflict with the
angel of the Lord. In the same manner was Hofmann also obliged to resort to a false
rendering of r>. If the spirit of grace must be poured out upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem
before the looking takes place, they must also have been the sole authors of the piercing.
With the spirit of supplication, again, Hofmann really does not know what to do. It is
difficult to see for what they pray, if not for forgiveness of the sin indicated by the word
7P. In answer to the supplications, they receive (in chap. 13:1) “a fountain opened for
sin and uncleanness.”

(3.) The merit of having discovered a new exposition belongs to Vogel and Hitzig alone
of all the expositors, who are at the same time neither Jewish nor Messianic. The former
maintains that the prophet is not speaking of the Messiah, but of himself (on Capelli Crit.
Sacr., i. p. 140), According to Hitzig, the passage can be “simply” explained, on the
ground that Jehovah is identified with, the prophets, the sender with the sent, “The
murder of a prophet is regarded as an attack upon the person of Jehovah himself.” But
Hitzig does not fail to perceive the difficulties connected with his explanation. “This is
the only passage,” he says, “in the Old Testament in which a murderous attack upon
Jehovah is simply deduced from a true idea; but it may appear strange that such a
deduction could be made.” Jehovah slain! and a lamentation for the dead on his account!
Such a representation is something more than strange, if it merely means that the prophets
have been killed. One who wishes to introduce such startling ideas as these ought
certainly to explain more clearly what he means. Besides, in chap. 11, to which, as even
Hitzig admits, there must necessarily be an allusion intended here, there is nothing about
the conflicts and sufferings of the prophet, but the angel of the Lord, who is associated
with God by unity of essence, appears as the good shepherd, enters upon a conflict for life
or death with the evil shepherds ver. 8, and receives from them a disgraceful recompense
(ver. 12). Lamentation is made here for the guilt contracted by the inhabitants of



Jerusalem, through the events described in chap. 11— Lastly, the comparison with Josiah
in chap. 13:7, of whom Hitzig, it is true, manages to dispose, contains a still more
decisive proof that it is a king who has been slain.

How has everything been done here to get rid of the truth, and how ineffectual have all
these efforts proved! The truth forces its way through all such errors, and is never without
a witness.

Ver. 11. “In that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be great, as the mourning of
Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.”

In this verse and the following the prophet does all he can to make the sorrow appear as
great and as universal as possible. The mourning of Hadadrimmon is not mourning which
actually occurred in Hadadrimmon; but those who took part in it, though really in
Jerusalem, were in Hadadrimmon in spirit (see 2 Chron. 35:34), and therefore it was so
far the scene of the mourning that the cause of it was to be found there,—it was there that
the good king Josiah was slain. The following proofs may be adduced, that it is with the
mourning for the death of this king that the lamentation for the pierced one is here
compared. (1.) The lamentation to which the prophet refers must have been one of the
most bitter that had ever occurred in their previous history. Now this can be proved to
have been the lamentation for Josiah. According to 2 Chron. 35:25, Jeremiah composed a
funeral dirge on the occasion of his death, and other odes were composed and sung by
male and female singers. These odes were current in Israel as popular songs, and
continued to be so till the chronicler’s own time. They were placed in a collection of
elegiac odes, relating to the mournful calamities which befell the nation, commencing
with the death of Josiah, and which speedily effected its ruin. In this we have a proof, not
only of the bitterness of the lamentation, but also of the fact that it was preserved in lively
remembrance in later ages, even in the period succeeding the captivity.—(2.) The
lamented one must have been a good king; and the campaign’ becomes the more
appropriate if he was one who died in a certain sense on account of the sins of the nation.
Now both of these are fully realized in Josiah. He is described in 2 Kings 23:25 sqg. as
the best of all the kings of Judah. Yet this did not suffice to turn the Lord from his
purposes of destruction. He died a victim, not so much to his own imprudence in going to
war with the powerful king of the Egyptians, as to the sin of his nation. If this had not
called down the vengeance of God, he would either have preserved him from the
imprudence itself, or have averted its consequences.—(3.) The comparison requires that
the slain one should have been a king of Judah, and that the lamentation should have been
in Jerusalem. The words “at Jerusalem” are evidently to be understood in the second
clause as well as the first: “The mourning will be great in Jerusalem, as the mourning of
Hadadrimmon was.” We find both of these in the case of Josiah. The king was brought to
Jerusalem mortally wounded, and immediately after his arrival there the last spark of life
was extinguished, and the lamentation commenced for him, the beloved one, with whom
the throne of Judah appeared to have been carried to the grave (compare 2 Chron.
35:22).°! —(4.) The places exactly coincide. We find in the Chronicles word for word the
same expression as here, Josiah was pierced through “i7an nyip23a.” The only difference is,
that in the passage before us the very spot is mentioned in which Josiah received his fatal
wound.>? Jerome bears express testimony to the fact that Hadadrimmon was situated in
the valley of Megiddo or Jezreel.>® Rimmon also occurs as the name of a city in chap.
14:10; and we frequently meet with it as the name of a place with some other word
prefixed, e.g. Ain Rimmon (compare Simmonis onom. p. 347).



However, notwithstanding the cogency of these reasons, there have not been wanting
some who dispute the reference to Josiah, or connect some other with it. The latter is the
case in the Chaldee version, where the passage is paraphrased thus: “As the mourning for
Ahab, the son of Omri, whom Hadadrimmon, the son of Tad-rimmon, slew at Kamath in
Gilead, and as the mourning for Josiah, the son of Amon, whom Pharaoh Necho slew in
the valley of Megiddo.” Hadadrimmon is here regarded as the name of the Syrian king
who slew Ahab, derived, according to a custom which undoubtedly prevailed among the
Syrians and Babylonians, from Rimmon, the name of an idol. The mourning of
Hadadrimmon is understood to mean the mourning caused by Hadadrimmon. But if this
be correct, it must be all that is intended; for it is impossible to see how any second
allusion can be reconciled with the words of the text, if Hadadrimmon is to be taken as a
proper name. It really looks as if the Chaldee translator placed both in the text, merely
because he was undecided which of the two he ought to choose, and not because he
regarded them as equally admissible. But no proof can be needed that the passage does
not relate exclusively to Ahab. Of all the tests which we have mentioned, there is only
one that applied to him, viz. his death in the valley of Megiddo. Any general and bitter
lamentation for this wicked king of the rebellious Israelites cannot for a moment be
thought of. He was so universally hated that no one would wash his polluted blood from
the chariot, and they were obliged to engage the services of disreputable persons for this
dishonourable employment.—We shall pass over other opinions of a still more trivial
character, and merely mention, in addition, the explanation proposed by Hitzig. He has
set up two different hypotheses. In the Studien und Kritiken, 1830, 1. p. 29, he maintains
that the allusion here made is to the death of the wicked Ahaziah (2 Kings 9:27), an
allusion which even Melancthon defended in conjunction with that to the death of Josiah
(“the comparison is taken from the death of the two kings, Ahaziah and Josiah, both of
whom were slain near Megiddo”). On the other hand, in his commentary, Hitzig says that
Hadadrimmon is the Syriac name for Adonis: “very strikingly(!),” he says, “is the sorrow
for their God Jehovah compared to the lamentation for the god Adonis.” Both hypotheses
are intended to “neutralize” the reference to Josiah in favour of a preconceived opinion
respecting the period when the second part was composed. Both of them, but especially
the latter, show the utter absence of any sense of sacred propriety. In chap. 8:14, Ezekiel
refers to the mourning for Adonis as an idolatrous abomination. The arguments brought
forward to prove that Hadadrimmon was a name of Adonis, who is mentioned in the
Scriptures under a different name, fall completely to the ground (compare Ezek. 8:14,
etc.).—In conclusion, we simply call attention to the decisive manner in which this verse
disproves the supposition that the previous verse refers to the supreme Deity, and
establishes the reference to the Messiah. How perfectly absurd it would be to compare the
mourning for the supreme Deity, to whom offence had been given, with the lamentation
for King Josiah, who was slain! Yet how appropriate a type of the Messiah we have here!
He was slain on account of the sins of his people: his reign was the closing manifestation
of mercy on the part of the Lord; unspeakable misery followed immediately afterwards;
the lamentation for his death rested upon the mingled feelings of love and of sorrow for
their own sins, which had brought him to death.

Vers. 12-14. The reason why the prophet gives so elaborate a description of the mourning
for the pierced one is twofold. His first design is to represent the mourning of the
Israelites as true and not merely ceremonial, and their conversion as complete and deeply
rooted in the heart. He effects this by continuing the figurative style with which he
commenced, and describing every family as mourning apart, and in every family the men
apart, and the women apart. This is intended to show that every family, and every



subdivision of every family, would mourn as if the loss were peculiar to themselves. His
second design is to state, as emphatically as possible, that the mourning pervades the
whole nation, that the conversion does not merely embrace a few of the “poorest of the
flock, who followed the good shepherd,” as was the case when Christ appeared in his
humiliation (chap. 11:11), but that it is a truly national affair. To effect this, he first of all
mentions two of the leading lines; then, to show that the change will thoroughly pervade
the whole, from one end to the other, he connects with these two of their principal
families; and, finally, to give expression to the idea that the whole nation is affected, he
adds to these “all the rest of the families.” Thus, like Paul in Rom. 11:26, he represents all
Israel as saved, a work which commenced with the crucifixion, has been going on through
every age of the Church, and will be fully completed in the last times.

Ver. 12. “And the land mourns, family by family apart; the family of the house of David
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives
apart;”

Ver. 13. “The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of the
Shimeite apart, and their wives apart;”

Ver. 14. “All the rest of the families, families by families apart, and their wives apart.”

Commentators differ in their opinions as to the specification which is here given by the
prophet of the various families which take part in the lamentation for the Messiah. At first
sight there is something plausible in the explanation given by Jerome: “In David we have
the royal tribe, i.e. Judah; in Nathan, the prophetic order; in Levi, the priests, for the
priesthood sprang from him; in Shimei, the teachers, for the different orders of
magistrates sprang from this tribe. The prophet does not mention the other tribes, which
were not possessed of any peculiar privileges.” But on closer examination, his opinion is
found to be quite untenable. The principal objection is, that the family of the Shimeite
cannot possibly mean the tribe of the Simeon. In the first place, the patronymic of Simeon
is not *ynw, but Shimeoni (Josh. 21:4; 1 Chron. 27:16), in addition to which we find only
the periphrastic expression °12 jivaw; and, secondly, if no tribes are mentioned here but
those which possessed some peculiar privilege, the tribe of Simeon is quite out of place.
So far was this tribe from having any peculiar privilege, that it did not even receive a
separate province like all the rest of the tribes, with the exception of that of Levi, which
was richly compensated for the want of it by a prerogative of a different kind.

That the “different orders of magistrates” were chosen from this tribe is a Jewish fiction,
whose origin may be traced without any difficulty. The Jerusalem Targum paraphrases
Gen. 49:7 thus: “I will divide the tribe of Simeon, that teachers of the law may be placed
in the assembly of Jacob; and | will scatter the tribe of Levi” (for other Jewish quotations
see Heidegger, Hist. Patriarch, ii. p. 484). In this passage, from Jacob’s blessing, we have
the origin of the fable. The Rabbins, overlooking the fact that it was a sufficient blessing
for a tribe to belong to the people of God and not to be cut off from the nation, and
reading in Gen. 49:28, “Jacob blessed them,” came to the conclusion that a peculiar
blessing must necessarily be awarded to every tribe in Jacob’s address. But the
announcement made to Simeon did not appear to contain any such blessing. They did not
allow this, however, to disconcert them; especially as the apparent curse on Levi,
contained in the same verse, had been changed into a blessing. With regard to the special
purport of the blessing on Simeon, they thought that it must be somewhat analogous to
that on Levi, since the same announcement of dispersion in Jacob was made to both of



them. Hence they shared the vocation of teacher between the two tribes of Levi and
Simeon. The later Jews placed the tribe of Simeon in a subordinate position. Jarchi, for
example, was of opinion that none but clerks and schoolmasters were chosen from this
tribe. We need hardly say that there is nothing whatever in history to indicate that this
vocation was ever allotted to the Simeonites.

The key to a correct explanation may be easily obtained if we determine the precise
position of the family of the Shimeite. We can do this with certainty from Num. 3:17 sqq.
Levi had three sons, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. Gershon had two sons, Libni and
Shimei. In ver. 21 the family of the latter is called *ynws nnawn, the family of the
Shimeite, just as in the passage before us. It is evident, therefore, that one particular
family of the tribe of Levi, and that a subordinate one, is mentioned in connection with
the whole tribe. If this be correct, then, it may be regarded as certain that by the family of
Nathan we are not to understand the descendants of the prophet who lived in the time of
David, still less the prophetic order; for the prophets did not spring from Nathan, and
therefore could not be represented as his family. The family of Nathan must be a branch
of that of David, just as the family of Shimei was a branch of that of Levi. It may be taken
for granted, then, that the prophet alludes to the family of Nathan, a son of David, who is
mentioned in 2 Sam. 5:14 and Luke 3:31, and that he introduces the name of Nathan for
the same reason as that of Shimei, because he was merely the head of a subordinate
branch of the family. We have thus the two leading families in the early theocracy, the
royal and the priestly; and with these there are associated two minor subdivisions to show
that the conversion would entirely pervade every family from the highest to the lowest of
its members. The prominent position taken by women in the gospel history, from the
daughters of Jerusalem in Luke 23:27 sqq. to the weeping Mary in John 20:16, answers to
the peculiar emphasis laid upon the women here.

Chap. 13:1. “At that time there will be a fountain opened to the house of David, and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.”

The penitential grief of Israel will not be in vain. In fact, it cannot be so; for it has been
produced by the Lord himself, who has poured out the spirit of supplication upon his
people. (Chap.12:10) A fountain is shut up as long as it is hidden in the rock, and opened
when it breaks forth; see Isa. 41:18, etc., 35:6. That “the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem” are to be understood as denoting the whole nation is evident
from chap.12:12, where the land is referred to. In the expression, “for sin and for
uncleanness,” there is an allusion to Num. 19:9 sqq., where we find the following passage
with reference to the holy water, which contained the ashes of the red heifer that had been
offered as a sin-offering, “and it shall be kept for the congregation of Israel for waters of
uncleanness (377) it is a sin-offering. . . . He that toucheth a corpse, and purifieth not
himself, defileth the tabernacle of the Lord; and that soul shall be cut out off from Israel,
because the water of Niddah was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean, his
uncleanness is yet upon him.” Even under the Old Testament, Levitical uncleanness was
regarded as a type of sin, and the outward purification as a symbol of the inward (see Ps.
51:19, and the remarks on Isa. 52:14, in vol. ii. p. 268). The water in this case must be
healing water, if it is founded upon the atoning blood. The communication of forgiveness
rests upon the atonement; compare 1 John 5:6, “This is he that came by water and blood,
even Jesus Christ, not by water only, but by water and blood.” The legal symbol leads to
the same conclusion. The sprinkling, prescribed in Num. 19, could only be performed
with water containing the ashes of the red heifer which had been sacrificed as a sin-



offering. A comparison of the passage in Isaiah, upon which this is based (Isa. 52:13 sqqg.)
leads to the same conclusion. Christ is there represented as the sacrifice for sins, and
according to ver. 14, the sprinkling of many nations is rendered possible by his atoning
death. This is also indicated in chap. 12:10, where the saving look at the pierced one is
referred to. As we have an allusion in the passage before us to Num. 19, so have we, in
the verse just mentioned, to Num. 21:9, “And it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten
any man, he looked at the brazen serpent and lived.” Michaelis, therefore, is quite correct
in saying, “Christ himself has been opened as a fountain.” The blood, which forms the
background of the water, has in fact been mentioned with sufficient distinctness in the
context: viz, in the expression, “they pierced,” and the funeral lamentation in chap.12:10.
Hence we have an intimation here of the fact, which is expressly stated in 1 John 1:7,
“The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.” That the fountain for sin and
uncleanness was opened to the inhabitants of Jerusalem immediately after the death of
Christ, is evident from Acts 3:19, where Peter says to the Jews: “Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,” and from Acts 5:30, where Peter and the
apostles say in the presence of the Sanhedrim, “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom ye slew, and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel (chap.12:10) and forgiveness of
sins.”

The consequence of the forgiveness of sins is a new life in righteousness and holiness, a
removal, under the help of the Lord, of everything opposed to his will.

Ver. 2. “And it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, that | cut off the
names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered; and also |
cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land.”

In order to express the idea of the removal of every form of ungodliness from the forgiven
people, the prophet selects two specific examples, idolatry and false prophecy, which had
been most rife in the earlier times, particularly in the days of Jeremiah, in whose
prophecies Zechariah “lived and moved.” We can draw no conclusion from this as to its
prevalence in the prophet’s own times, or in the future which he describes. The peculiar
manifestation is merely an accident; the essence is ungodliness, which is always the same
whether it assume the form of idolatry, of false prophecy, or of pharisaism. Such an
assumption need cause the less difficulty here, on account of the many striking examples
we have already had of descriptions of the future under the forms of the past or the
present, which may differ in appearance, but are essentially the same. The expressions,
“to cut off the names,” and “that they be no more remembered,” denote the most
complete extermination; compare Hos. 2:19. With regard to the latter, Calvin has well
observed, “His meaning is, that the hatred of superstition will be so great that the people
will shudder even at the very name.”—That we have no ground for inferring, as Eichhorn,
Ruckert, and others have done, that we have here an announcement of the cessation of the
gifts of prophecy, but that it is rather the removal of false prophets which is here
predicted, is evident from the fact that the prophets are classed with idols on the one hand,
and with an unclean spirit on the other; from the expression, “I will cause to pass out of
the land,” which indicates a forcible extermination of something bad in itself and a
pollution to the land; and from the further expansion given afterwards, where two
different kinds of false prophets are mentioned, namely, those who speak in the name of
the Lord, and those who combine false prophecy with idolatry. The unclean spirit
presents a contrast to the spirit of grace, spoken of in chap. 12:10 as afterwards to be



poured out on the one hand, and to the fountain opened for the cleansing away of
uncleanness, on the other. The special allusion to idolatry and false prophecy, particularly
the latter, is evident from the connection. From the fact that a spirit of uncleanness is
referred to, it follows that the false prophets, as well as the true, and possibly the
worshippers of idols, as well as those of the true God, were under the dominion of a
principle external to themselves, to whose power they had given themselves up by an act
of free will. This is also apparent from 1 Kings 22, where, in accordance with the
character of the vision, the spirit of prophecy is introduced in a personal form, and offers
to deceive Ahab, by putting false prophecies into the mouths of the prophets of the calves.
It follows from this that the false prophets, as well as the true, were subject to an
influence from without,—a doctrine which is confirmed by the New Testament view of
the kingdom of darkness and kingdom of light, as being both equally in possession of the
minds of those who belong to them (compare, for example, the parable of the tares). In
Luke 11:25, the “unclean spirit” (an expression taken from this passage) is a power
existing apart from the individual, and is contrasted with the Holy Spirit (ver. 13). The
same remark applies to the three unclean spirits in Rev. 16:13.>*

Ver. 3. “And it cometh to pass, if any still further prophesieth, his father and mother, that
begat him, say to him, Thou shall not live, for thou hast spoken lies in the name of the
Lord. And his father and mother, that begat him, pierce him through, when he
prophesieth.”

The prophet has here expressed in his own pictorial style the thought, that in that day love
to God will be manifested with unbounded energy. If the pictorial character of the verse
be overlooked, difficulties of various kinds immediately arise; though any one may see at
once that they do not really exist. In Deut. 13:6-10, which formed the basis of the
prophet’s drapery, a judicial procedure is alluded to, and the nearest relations merely
commence the execution. 17, in the passage before us, is supposed by many
commentators to mean simply corporeal punishment, and not a mortal wound. But the
opposite of this is evident, both from the words “thou shalt not live,” this being merely
the execution of the sentence, and also from those passages in the law which the prophet
had in his mind. In the latter it is not punishment in general, but capital punishment that is
commanded. Compare Deut. 18:20, “But the prophet which shall presume to speak a
word in my name, which | have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the
name of strange gods, even that prophet shall die;” see also chap. 13:6-11, and Michaelis,
Mosaisches Recht. v. § 252. The severest punishment also is best suited to express the
thought intended by the prophet. The cause which has led to this conclusion has been the
erroneous assumption, that the false prophet mentioned here must be one of those whose
actions are described in the following verse. There is an allusion in 77 to chap. 12:10,
where the same verb is employed. (Compare the remarks on that passage.)—In the laws
of Moses respecting the false prophets, two classes are mentioned, those who utter false
prophecies in the name or by the authority of the true God, pretending to be his servants
and messengers, and those who prophecy in the name of strange gods, and derive their
inspiration from them. In the verse before us, the prophet introduces one of the former; in
vers. 5 and 6, one of the latter.

Ver. 4. “And it cometh to pass in that day, the prophets will desist, with shame, from their
vision in their prophesying, and they will no more put on the hairy mantle to lie.”

Upon the prophets themselves,—the deceivers. who are least open to good impressions,—
the great revolution will have such an influence that they will give up their occupation



with shame. The hairy garment was the dress of the true prophets, and was imitated by
the false ones, to impose upon the common people, in whose estimation the dress makes
the man (compare Isa. 20:2; 2 Kings 1:8; Rev. 11:3). According to the general idea, the
prophets wore this kind of clothing as ascetics; and Vitringa (on Isaiah) has very
strenuously defended this view. But as the hairy garment is on other occasions always
peculiar to mourners, as the prophets themselves not infrequently order it to be worn as a
sign of sorrow for sin and for the judgments of God, which are either threatened or have
already fallen, it is a more natural conclusion that in their own case also it had the same
meaning, that it was a sermo propheticus realis, a symbol of the prophet’s grief for the
sins of his nation, and the consequent judgments of God; and this supposition is
confirmed by the fact, that we have no indication that any of the prophets of the Old
Testament led a strictly ascetic life. The expression “to lie” may either mean that they
dress in this way to give themselves out as true prophets and the better to impose upon the
people, or that they did it to gain credence to their lying prophecies. The former is the
more probable on account of the following verse, where the false prophets, who have
hitherto pretended to be true, are described as candidly confessing that they are no
prophets at all. Strange to say, it has been maintained by Ewald and even by Schmieder,
that the prophet foretells the overthrow of the whole existing order of prophets, and that,
in fact, the words of vers. 2-4 betray the author’s opinion, that the prophets, as a whole,
were false. (Hitzig). This is just as rash as the conclusion to which some have come, that
the rejection of sacrifice is announced in Isa. 1 and 64. In every one of the three verses we
have a distinct sign, which serves to mark the prophet as a false one; in ver. 2, the
association of the unclean spirit along with the notice of the prophet; in ver. 3, his
speaking lies; and in ver. 4, his deceiving. If the prophet had disputed the claims of the
prophets, he would by so doing have denied his own existence. It is evident, however,
from chap. 7:3, 7, and 12, that he held the true prophets in very great esteem. This is also
apparent from the fact that his announcements universally rest upon the predictions of the
earlier prophets. A future revival of prophecy is expressly predicted by Malachi, the last
of the old line, in chap. 3:1.

Ver. 5. “And he saith, I am no prophet™ I am a husbandman. For a man has sold me from
my youth.”

The false prophets were, for the most part, of humble rank. The leading motives by which
they were actuated were idleness, which made them dislike to work for their living, and
ambition, which led them to push themselves into the more respectable order of teachers
of the people. This is evident from many passages; among others, from lIsa. 9:13, 14,
where the honourable man is described as the head of the nation, the false prophet, on the
contrary, as the tail, the representative of the common people.—At the time referred to,
however, better principles will so thoroughly have gained the upper hand, that they will
prefer to pass for what they are, even though they may be nothing more than common
husbandmen, rather than for what they once wished to be considered. The prophet depicts
a scene between a man, who has formerly been a false prophet, and some one who asks
him what he is. At first he is ashamed to answer, and tries to hide the fact that he has been
a false prophet; but a second question forces from him the humiliating acknowledgment
(ver. 6). This dramatic character of the whole account is a sufficient explanation of the
double use of 2nxp (in this verse and ver. 6), without any further or more precise
description of the persons speaking. In a drama the persons are known from their
speeches and actions,—31p77 has been rendered in very different ways. But this would
never have been the case if the translators had kept to the ordinary sense of the Hiphil. 73



means to acquire, possess: Hiphil, to cause to acquire or possess, then, to give anything
into a persons possession. The words “from my youth” are intended to avert the suspicion
that the husbandman of to-day was formerly a prophet. If he were not an independent
farmer, but a farm-labourer in another man’s service, he would apparently have been
prevented by outward circumstances from ever acting as a prophet, however much he
might have desired it. Undoubtedly, if he wanted entirely to escape suspicion, he might
have adopted some better method than beginning with the declaration, “I am no prophet.”
But his fear lest he should be discovered so completely overcame him, that he spoke
without reflection, and by his very denial put the inquirer upon the true scent.

Ver. 6. “And that man saith to him: What are the wounds then between thy hands? He
saith: They have been inflicted upon me in the house of my lovers.”

In the opinion of many commentators the late false prophet still continues his lying.
Others suppose that he confesses his shame, and states that the wounds have certainly
been inflicted upon him by his parents on account of his prophesying, and as he now sees
from true affection. The latter is Jerome’s explanation. But neither of these interpretations
can be sustained. In both of them a°25%n is taken in a good sense, whereas, from the
nature of the Piel as an intensive form, it is always used to denote impure and sinful love,
either carnal or spiritual, and especially that of idols. It occurs in this sense not less than
fourteen times; first of all in Hosea; then in Jeremiah and Ezekiel; and these are the only
books in which it is found. It is evident that it must have the same meaning here. To the
objection adduced by Hitzig, “one single man could not call the idols his lovers.” we
reply that there is nothing more objectionable in this than in the fact that Isaiah calls the
Lord his beloved or bridegroom in chap. 5:1, or that Solomon should be called Jedediah
(compare my commentary on Solomon’s Song). To the further objection that “the
prophets are represented in the previous verse as prophesying in the name of Jehovah,
although they prophesy falsely, and not as idolaters, it is a sufficient reply that the first
kind are noticed there, the second here. Moreover, in the period which Zechariah had
more particularly in his mind, the line of demarcation between the two was not clearly
defined. Hence we subscribe to the opinions of those who believe that reference is made
here to the wounds commonly inflicted in connection with idolatrous worship.> We shall
content ourselves at present with proving that this custom also prevailed in connection
with the forms of idolatrous worship which existed among the Hebrews. The strongest
proof is afforded by 1 Kings 18:28, where the priests and prophets of Baal are said to
have “cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the
blood gushed out upon them.” But a proof may also be found in Jer. 16:6 and 41:5, from
which we learn that the heathen custom which prevailed among the surrounding nations,
particularly the Philistines and Moabites, of inflicting wounds upon themselves when any
death had occurred, or any great calamity had befallen the land (see chap. 47:5 and
48:37), had been adopted by the Hebrews. This custom was not a mere sign of grief, but
was intimately related to idolatrous worship, and the wounds inflicted in connection with
that worship. This is obvious from Deut. 14:1. The Israelites are there forbidden to wound
themselves on occasions of mourning, on the express ground that they are the nation of
God, which is not to be defiled by idolatrous practices. The connection becomes still
more apparent when we look more closely into the origin and meaning of the custom of
wounding as one of the rites of idolatry. We find the best explanation of this in a passage
of Apuleius: “Infit vaticinatione clamosa, conficto mendacio, semet ipsum incessere atque
criminari, quasi contra fas sanctae religionis designasset aliquid, et insuper justas poenas
noxii facinoris ipse suis manibus exposcere. Arrepto denique flagro, quod semiviris illis



proprium gestamen est, . . . indidem sese multimodis commulcat ictibus, mira contra
plagarum dolores praesumtione munitus. Cerneres prosectu gladiorum ictuque flagrorum
solum spurcitie sanguinis effeminati madescere.” According to this passage, and another
which Calmet has quoted from Clemens Alexandrinus, the custom of inflicting wounds
originated in a vague consciousness of guilt and of the necessity for expiation which
manifested itself in such various ways in the ceremonies of idolatrous worship. The
worshippers punished their own bodies without mercy, that they might thereby render a
species of satisfaction, and secure the favour of the offended deities. Now this
consciousness of guilt was excited in a peculiar manner by the death of friends, not
merely because their loss was regarded as a punishment, but also because death in
general, which comes so near to us in the death of those we love, affects even the rudest
minds in such a manner as to excite a suspicion of what it really is, namely, the wages of
the sin of the human race. And this is also the case with public calamities, inasmuch as
they are commonly regarded as judgments from an angry God, or from angry gods. But
we are not left without proofs that this custom of wounding was intimately associated
with the rites performed by idolatrous prophets. We find it expressly mentioned in this
connection in the passage quoted from the books of Kings (compare ver. 29), whilst the
whole narrative furnishes evidence of the intimate association between idolatry and false
prophecy. The priests of Baal were also his prophets. There is a very remarkable passage,
however, in Tibullus (1.1, eleg. 1, ver. 43 sqq.), relating to the worship of Cybele:

Ipsa bipenne suos cseclit violenta lacertos,
Sanguineque effuso spargit inepta deum,
Atgne laius prsefixa veru stat saucia pectus,
Et canit eventus, quos dea magna movet.

This close connection may be traced to the consciousness that satisfaction must first be
rendered to the Deity for sin before any man can be worthy to receive him into himself,
and engage in his service. The doubt which has been raised, whether nian could be
applied to these wounds and the scars that they caused, is not deserving of any
consideration. Apuleius renders it by plagoe, which exactly corresponds. Seneca, as
quoted by Augustine (de civ. dei, 6. 10), says, “se ipsi in templis contrucident, vulneribus
suis ac sanguine supplicant.” A plausable objection might be founded upon the
expression, “I have been wounded;” for in nearly all the accounts which we possess
relating to this custom, self-inflicted wounds alone are mentioned. But it is evident, at
least from the statements of modern travellers (see Olearius, p. 332), that there are cases
in which the worshippers inflict wounds upon one another; and the assertion, “I have been
wounded,” does not preclude the infliction of wounds upon oneself. The late prophet may
have intentionally selected the passive, because he was only the instrument, the real
authors were the lovers. The probability of this last assumption is increased by the
selection of the word »&72°0, to denote the idols, a choice which can hardly have been
accidental. The expression “my lovers” is evidently employed on account of the contrast
which it presents to the announcement, “I have been wounded.” The folly of this species
of idolatrous worship is described by Seneca (ut supra) in much the same manner: “ut sic
dii placentur, guemadmodum ne homines quidem saeviunt teterrimi et in fabulas traditae
crudelitatis. Tyranni laceraverunt aliquorum membra, neminem sua lacerare jusserunt. In
regiae libidinis voluptatem castrati sunt quidam; sed nemo sibi, ne vir esset, jubente
domino manus intulit.” The connection between this verse and the preceding one is as
follows. The late prophet, when asked about his circumstances, tries first of all to avert
suspicion that he has ever left his humble occupation. But when the interrogator calls his



attention to the suspicious scars upon his body, he acknowledges with the deepest shame
his former folly, and shows that he regards it in this light, by the manner in which his
confession is made, “Between thy hands” may be most simply explained as meaning on
the hands themselves and round about them. “Between” is employed instead of “on” to
show that we are not to imagine that the wounds were confined to the hands; it merely
describes the situation in general terms, showing, however, that they were chiefly about
the hands, and also that we are not to think at all of such remote parts as the head and
shoulders. The reason why the hands are singled out is not that they were uncovered, and
that the wounds were more readily seen on that account. It is evident from the expression,
“on all hands there are cuttings,” which occurs in Jer. 48:37, in connection with a
description of the mourning of the Moabites, that it was a common custom to wound the
hands. In the passages relating to this subject, in both classical authors and the Fathers,
the greatest stress is generally laid upon the arms, which are certainly included here.
Seneca, for example, says “lacertos secat,” and Apuleius, “sua quisque brachia dissecant.”

CHAPTER 13:7-9

The Lord’s shepherd, who is closely connected with the Lord himself, is to be taken away
from his flock, the covenant nation, by a violent death. The flock, deprived of its
shepherd, will then be exposed to sufferings of every kind and eventually scattered. But
the Lord will not withdraw his hand from it for ever. Two-thirds, indeed, must perish. But
to the last third, after it has passed through the purifying fire of affliction, the mercy of
God will be gloriously displayed.

This prophecy forms a brief repetition, and at the same time an explanation of that
contained in chap. 11 and 12:1-13:6.

Ver. 7. “Awake, O sword, upon my shepherd and upon a man, my fellow, saith the Lord
of Sabaoth; smite the shepherd and the flock, is scattered, and I bring back my hand over
the little ones.”

There can be no doubt that by the Lord’s shepherd mentioned here we are to understand
the same shepherd who is represented as associated with him by a mysterious unity of
nature; who is described in chap. 11 as undertaking the office of shepherd over the
miserable nation, and making a last attempt to preserve it; whose fidelity in his office is
rewarded by it with such base ingratitude;> and who is eventually put to death
(chap.12:10). The rejection of this shepherd is represented in chap. 11 as followed by
precisely the same consequences as his death in the verses before us, namely, the
destruction of the greater portion of the nation (compare ver. 8 with chap. 11:6, 9, 15-17);
and even in chap. 12:10, his death is indirectly referred to as the cause of all the
sufferings which befall the nation. This is amply sufficient to demonstrate the fallacy of
every exposition which seeks for any other shepherd than the Messiah; whether “the ideal
pseudo-Messiah, Ben Joseph,” as most of the Jewish commentators suppose;>’ or “some
hostile general,” who is called the Lord’s shepherd ironically, as Jarchi imagines; or “the
foolish shepherd” spoken of in chap. 11:15-17, as Grotius maintains in his commentary
on Matt. 26:31; or “Judas Maccabeus,” as not only Jahn but Grotius also affirms in his
commentary on this passage (for, as is generally the case where mere conjectures are
indulged in, he is not consistent with himself); or “an ideal general, who is to fall in
conflict with the foe,” as Kdster, Bertholdt, and Eichhorn say; or “a native monarch, who
is to be punished for his sins,” which is the notion entertained by Hitzig and Bleek, and



which Maurer and Ewald have carried out still further by fixing upon the individual
intended,—the former fancying Jehoiakim, the latter the wicked Pekah; or lastly, “the
whole body of rulers, spiritual and temporal, including Christ,” which is the interpretation
given by Calvin and Drusius.—All these explanations are at variance, not only with the
authority of Christ, but also, and most decidedly, with the expression which immediately
follows “upon a man my fellow.” It is true, this would not be the case if n°»y could be
applied to an associate of any description, as many have asserted. The shepherd is said to
be called the associate of the Lord, because he is also the shepherd of his people. But this
assertion cannot be sustained. n°»ny is one of those words which are peculiar to the
Pentateuch, having subsequently become entirely obsolete. It is used eleven times in the
Pentateuch, and is not met with anywhere else. From this it is obvious that Zechariah did
not take it from the living language of his own day, but, like 779 in chap.12:5, from the
Pentateuch, and, therefore, that we must adhere strictly to the meaning which we find it
bearing there. It occurs in the laws relating to injuries done to near relations, and is
always used with peculiar emphasis, to show how great a crime it is to injure one who is
related both bodily and spiritually by a common descent. It is used inter changeably as
being equivalent to brother; a word which is invariably employed in the laws of Moses
with reference to a common physical and spiritual descent. We will quote the eleven
passages in which it occurs. Lev. 19:11, “Ye shall not lie or defraud in°»y2a v°x” (compare
Eph. 4:25). Ver. 15, “Thou shall judge 7n°»y righteously.” Ver. 17, “Thou shalt not hate
thy brother in thy heart; thou shalt rebuke 7n°ny” Lev. 18:20, “Thou shalt not lie with nyx
T0ony.” Lev. 24:19, “If a man inflict a bodily injury in"»y3, as he hath done so shall it be
done to him,” Lev. 25:15, “If thou buyest anything of ¥°n7, or sellest anything ¥n°n7, ye
shall not injure any one his brother.” And so again in vers. 16 and 17, “And ye shall not
injure any one v»°n; and thou shalt fear thy God.” Lev. 6:2, “If a soul sin, and commit a
trespass against the Lord, and lie unto v»°n in anything entrusted to him (repudiate a
trust)— or oppress y»°m.”*® It is obvious that in all these passages n*»y is used in a very
different sense from our word néchste (lit. the next or nearest one; Angl. neighbour),
which has been weakened by use and robbed of its original meaning by sin, until it has
come at length to denote generally a stranger. It clearly indicates the closest relationship
that can possibly exist among men, not one which can be entered into at pleasure, but into
which every man is born, which continues to exist even against his will, and becomes the
just occasion and ground of punishment if he violate its obligations. From this it is
evident, however. that, when the same term is applied to the relation in which a certain
individual stands to God, the individual referred to cannot be a mere man, but must be the
same person who has already been referred to in chap. 11 and 12 as connected with the
Lord by a mysterious unity of essence. The neighbour or fellow of the Lord is no other
than he who says in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one,” and who is described in John
1:18 as “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,” whose connection
with the Father is the closest that can possibly be conceived.

In the use of ¥»°n in this passage, there seems to be a special reference intended to the
circumstances under which it invariably occurs in the Pentateuch, namely, in laws
relating to injuries inflicted upon a “neighbour.” The prophet, by employing this word,
gives prominence to the apparent discrepancy between the command of the Lord “Sword,
awake over my shepherd,” and the precepts of his own law, according to which no one
was to injure his ammith (neighbour). He calls attention in this way to the grandeur of
that object, for the attainment of which the Lord could even disregard a relation, whose
type among men he had commanded to be kept holy. Humanly speaking, he points out
how much is involved in such a command, how much it must cost the Lord (compare the



expression in Rom. 8:32, “who spared not his own son”). 933, which is added, stands in a
certain contrast to °n°»y. He, whose is the sword to smite, must combine the human nature
with the divine. 123 is not infrequently used to denote man, as contrasted “with God, e.g.
Job 16:21. The subordinate idea of strength, which the word often has, like our word
man, is not to be sought for here, as it has been by many. The personification of the
sword, and the address delivered to it, is perfectly analogous to the prophecy of Jeremiah
against Philistia in chap. 47:6, where the prophet is affected by feelings of pity for the
fate of those against whom he has prophesied, and exclaims, “O thou sword of the Lord,
how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest and be still!
How couldst thou be quiet, seeing the Lord hath given it a command, seeing that he hath
sent it against Ashkelon and the sea-shore?” This command also proves that the Lord
himself is the first cause of the death of his shepherd, the human agent being merely his
instruments, as Christ says to Pilate, “Thou wouldest have no power against me if it were
not given thee from above” (John 19:11). The expression “awake” shows that, in
accordance with the personification, we are to regard the sword as hitherto at rest. Until
now the shepherd’s hour had not yet come. The fact that a sword is commanded to smite
the Lord’s shepherd, merely announces the death which awaits him, and has no reference
to the precise manner of his death, any more than the piercing mentioned in chap.12:10,
which indicates not a cut but a stab. The sword, as being the weapon usually wielded by
the judge and the warrior, is not infrequently used to denote any instrument by which a
wound or death is inflicted, in cases where the point in question is not the instrument
itself but the wounding or slay-ing. The most striking example is 2 Sam.12:9, “Thou hast
slain him, O Uriah, by the sword of the children of Ammon;” or, according to 2 Sam.
11:24, he had been pierced by the arrows of the Ammonites. In 2 Sam. 11:25, when
David had received information from Joab that many of his men had been slain by the
arrows shot by the foe, he sent back this message, “Let not this thing be evil to thee, for
the sword devoureth now here, now there.” The same general use of the word sword is
met with in Ex. 5:21, “Ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh
and his servants, putting a sword into their hands to slay us.” Compare also Ps. 22:21 and
Matt. 26:52, “All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” What murderer
could deny the applicability of these words, which are a repetition of the general sentence
pronounced in Gen. 9:6, to his own case, on the ground that he had not slain his
neighbour with a sword, but with some other kind of weapon? The same idiom was
current among the Romans, who called the right of the magistrate to inflict capital
punishments, the jus gladii. There are many commentators who suppose that the words,
“smite the shepherd,” are not addressed to the sword. Thus Michaelis says, “smite,
whoever thou mayest be that smitest.” But the fact of 2917 being feminine furnishes no
support to such an explanation, when we consider the personification adopted here;
compare, for example, Gen. 4:7, where sin which is personified as a wild beast, is
construed as a masculine.

Smite the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered. If the shepherd be dead in either a
spiritual or a corporeal sense, the flock is generally scattered. Compare 1 Kings 22:17,
where the prophet Micah, when predicting the death of Ahab, addresses both Jehoshaphat
and Ahab thus: “I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a
shepherd; and the Lord said, These have no shepherd, let them return every man to his
house in peace.” (“Judas also was killed, and the remnant fled,” 1 Macc. 9:18.) A
misunderstanding of the New Testament quotations of this passage has led many
commentators to interpret the term flock in too limited a sense, and to restrict to a part
what really applies to the whole. Thus, for example, in the Dialogus cum Tryphone, the



flock is represented as referring exclusively to the disciples, and the passage is supposed
to have been completely fulfilled when he was taken prisoner and they all “forsook him
and fled.” Ambrosius discovers the fulfilment in the dispersion of the apostles into every
land, and in their proclamation of the gospel of Christ (Sermon ii. on Ps. 118). According
to Jerome, the flock embraces “omnem in Christo multitudinem credentium,” and
Michaelis explains it in a similar manner as denoting “the apostles and other believing
Jews.” But the flock must include all the sheep, which the shepherd had to feed. Now, ac-
cording to chap. 11, these embraced not merely the believers. but the whole Jewish
nation; compare especially the notes on ver. 7. “The poor of the flock, who wait upon the
shepherd,” are described in ver. 11 as only a portion of this flock. Hence the entire nation
is represented here under the image of sheep without a shepherd, after the death of the
Messiah. In what way and for what length of time they were deprived of the shepherd,
and plunged into misery in consequence, would depend upon the differences in their
spiritual condition, and the consequent differences in the treatment they received from the
Lord. The bereavement suffered by the apostles and other believers was only temporary;
the Lord soon took them under his protection again.

The phrase, “to bring back the hand upon a person,” in other words, to act upon him
again, is indefinite in its nature, and whether it is used in a good or bad sense, the context
must decide. In the present instance many suppose that the expression is used in a bad
sense, and in this they have been preceded by the Chaldee and Septuagint, and by the
Greek commentators who are guided by these versions. The next verse also appears to
favour this conclusion, for reference is there made to a severe judgment impending over
the scattered flock. But this merely carries out what has already been said of the
dispersion of the flock, upon the greater portion of which it is destructive in its effects.
Then follows, at the end of ver. 8 and in ver. 9, an expansion of the words, “I bring back
my hand.” Moreover, the very phrase itself, “I will bring back” contains a proof that it is
used in a good sense, for it evidently expresses a contrast to the act of dispersion, which
is recorded immediately before. The expression “the little ones” again, also leads to the
same conclusion; for it evidently indicates the compassion of the Lord for the miserable
condition of the poor sheep; just as in chap. 11:7, the shepherd undertakes to feed the
flock, on account of their being most wretched sheep. (Compare Isa. 1:25 sqg.; where
Vitringa has clearly proved that the same words, “I will bring back my hand over thee,”
are used in a good sense, and refer to the mercy which is manifested by the Lord to his
people in its purification; whereas so long as this was delayed, he appeared to have
forsaken it.) There is evidently a contrast between Zion in ver. 25, and the enemies of
God in ver. 24; and the same contrast is introduced in vers. 27 and 28.—ay &7 are the
little ones in a figurative sense, the wretched ones, those who are called the most
miserable sheep in chap. 11:7. In Jer. 14:3, the synonymous term 2ivy is opposed to 7°7x,
“their nobles send their little ones for water.” In Jer. 48:4, 1iv¥ is also used to denote
wretchedness of condition; compare again Ps. 119:141, “I am small and despised.” In the
form of the word, xy°a is simply the participle of xv1, to be small; and in the only other
passages in which it occurs, viz. Jer. 30:19 and Job 14:21, it is inferiority of condition
that is referred to. Hitzig understands by the little ones, “the poor and pious in the nation,
who suffer wrong, but do not inflict it;” but the fact that there is no antithesis in this case,
as there is in Ezek. 34:16, 20, is a sufficient objection to such an interpretation. And
again, “the little ones” in chap. 11:7 are not one particular portion of the flock, but the
whole. If ¥y is a participle, the reference to the flock is the more obvious; “over those
who are little” being equivalent to “over them, on account of their degradation.” The
bringing back of the hand of the Lord upon the little ones, which is promised here, was



experienced first by the apostles and such of the Jews as already believed on Christ.—
We will take another look at the New Testament quotations of this passage. The
principal one is Matt. 26:31, 32, “Then saith Jesus unto them, all ye shall be offended
because of me this night, for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock shall be scattered abroad. But (5¢), after | am risen again | will go before you into
Galilee” (compare Mark 14:27). This quotation is taken from the original Hebrew, not
from the Septuagint. The figurative mode of representation, the address to the sword
which the Seventy have retained, is resolved by the Lord into plain terms, “I will smite.”
The concluding words as the 8¢ sufficiently shows, are consolatory in their nature,
containing an announcement that, after a brief suspension of his office of shepherd, the
Lord will resume it again so far as the apostles and the rest of the believers are
concerned. Hence they contain a particular application of the words in Zechariah, “I
bring back my hand over them.” It is also obvious from this that the words are
interpreted by the Lord in good sense, and that he did not understand the little sheep as
meaning shepherds, as the Chaldee paraphrast and all the Greek expositors have
erroneously supposed (see Aquila, £mt Tovg Towpévag Bpaygic; Symmachus and the
Septuagint, pikpovg; Theodoret, vemtéprovc). We have already seen, however, that the
special application of Zechariah’s announcement respecting the dispersion of the flock to
the apostles and first believers. in whom a commencement was made of the saving
operations of the Lord on behalf of his church, which was given over to judgment, does
not preclude a more comprehensive meaning or a wider application. The great
importance attached by the Lord to this passage is apparent from the fact that he had
already made use of the words to announce to the disciples the fate which awaited them;
though he does not expressly introduce them as a quotation, as he does on the present
occasion, on account of their having failed to comprehend the allusion before. In John
16:32, he says, “Behold the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered,
every man to his own, and shall leave me alone.”

Ver. 8. “And it cometh to pass, in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein are cut off
and die, and the third remains therein.”

The article in y9x7 points to the land with which the prophet had been occupied
throughout, and over the inhabitants of which the Lord had undertaken the office of
shepherd (compare chap. 7:5, 12:12). The expression o21%=9 is taken from Deut. 21:17, as
itis also in 2 Kings 2:9. It means, literally, “a mouth of two,” that is, “a mouthful,” a
“mouth-portion,” of two, and is founded upon the custom of placing a double portion of
food, or more, before such as it was desired to honour. (See Gen. 43:34, and
Rosenmuller’s Alt. u. Neu. Morgenland, i. p. 207). In the passage referred to in
Deuteronomy it is used in a secondary sense to denote that portion of the inheritance
which fell to the share of the first-born, namely, a double portion. The word *» is not used
anywhere else, in this derivative sense, for a share or “portion” in general; and there can
be no doubt that, when Elisha, as the firstborn of Elijah in a spiritual sense, asked for a
double portion of his spiritual inheritance, he borrowed the expression from the
Pentateuch, and that our prophet has done the same. The whole of the Jewish nation is
represented here as an inheritance left by the shepherd, who has been put to death, and
this inheritance is divided into three parts, two of which are given up to death, as
maintaining the right of the first-born, whilst life receives the third;—a division similar to
that which was made by David after the overthrow of the Moabites, “And David smote
the Moabites, and measured them with the measuring line, making them lie down; and he
measured two parts to put to death, and one part to keep alive.” That the double portion



allotted to death was just two-thirds, is intimated afterwards in the fact that “the third”
still remained. If we compare Ezek. 5:2 with ver. 12, “A third part of thee shall die with
the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee; and a third
part shall fall by the sword round about thee, and | will scatter a third part into all the
winds, and I will draw out a sword after them,” it seems natural to suppose that the
double portion of death was to be divided into those who died a violent death by the
sword, and those who died by famine and pestilence. But it is decisive against this, that
2y, to disperse, is also used in connection with a violent death; compare vol. ii. p. 453;
Gen. 7:21; Josh. 22:20. At the same time, the similarity between Zechariah and Ezekiel—
(the division of the whole nation into three parts, two-thirds to be destroyed, and one third
to be preserved)—is too striking for it to be regarded as merely accidental.>® Moreover. it
is not merely external, but has a deeper foundation. The prophet takes up the whole of
Ezekiel’s prophecy contained in chap. 5, and announces a second fulfilment, just as we
have already proved that he has done with a similar prediction of Jeremiah (compare the
remarks on chap. 11:13). Ezekiel had already threatened the people that the Lord would
divide them on account of their sins. This threat had been fulfilled, and the people were
still suffering the consequences of the judgment, when the prophet announced that the
Lord would make a fresh division on account of their fresh rebellion. The substance of the
two prophecies is to be found in that striking and comprehensive picture at the close of
Isa. 6, in which Isaiah had depicted the fate of the covenant nation some centuries before.
In chap. 6:11, 12, he announces the utter desolation of the land and the dispersion of its
inhabitants into distant countries;—(the Babylonian catastrophe).—This portion of the
prophecy is still further expanded in Ezek. 5.—He then adds, “but yet in it shall be a
tenth, and it is made desolate again.” Under the latter we can only understand the fresh
overthrow of the national independence by the Romans. And it is this second destruction
to which Zechariah here refers. The further predictions of Isaiah respecting the holy seed,
which is to be preserved when the whole nation is overthrown, and is to attain to
salvation, are in perfect harmony with the concluding words of the passage before us and
with ver. 9 (compare vol. ii. p. 5).

Ver. 9. “And | bring the third part into the fire, and refine them as silver is refined, and
try them as gold is tried: he shall call upon my name, and | will hear him: | say, It is my
people; and he saith, Jehovah is my God.”

The third part is the true Israel which continues to exist in the Christian Church (cf.
chap.12:1), the only people of God on earth, the only one which can call the Lord its God.
The fire represents the tribulations which necessarily attend the first introduction of the
kingdom of God, the severe conflicts in which the true Israel has to engage, first with the
two-thirds, but after that, and to a still greater extent, with the heathen (compare
chap.12:1-9 and chap. 14). In 1 Pet. 1:6, 7 the apostle wrote, after the fire had already
broken out, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in
heaviness through manifold temptations, that the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise, and honour, and glory.” This passage might serve as a commentary upon the one
before us. C. B. Michaelis and others, who suppose that the sufferings of the Jewish
nation during the whole period of its dispersion are here referred to, have quite mistaken
the meaning. In this case unbelieving Judaism would be regarded as the legitimate and
sole continuation of Israel. Moreover, refining presupposes the existence of a precious
metal; the assaying of gold proves that it is really gold. Both of them, wherever they are
spoken of, have reference solely to such as are still in a state of grace. There is almost a



verbal agreement between this passage and ver. 10 of the 66th Psalm, of which David is
the author, “For thou, O God, hast proved us; thou hast tried us as silver is tried.” But this
earlier passage, upon which ours is based, refers to Israel as still enjoying the grace of
God. In the Berleburger Bible there occurs the following note on the Psalm referred to:
“By many a furnace of affliction thou hast tested the worth and constancy of our faith,
hope, and patience, as metals are tested by fire.” 737> a2 &7 has two meanings: “to
shout out the name of the Lord with love,” i.e. to praise him (1 Chron. 16:8 and Isa. 44:5);
and “to call upon the name of the Lord with love.” In either case the a denotes the object
in which the affections of the person, engaged in shouting or calling, repose; and the strict
meaning is to shout out, or address, being satisfied with the name of the Lord, that is,
absorbed with love in his manifested glory. The phrase, therefore, is not perfectly
equivalent to 9nim & or 13 9% X2, It can never be used, as the latter can, in connection
with persons who address the Lord in a hypocritical manner, or outwardly and
superficially alone. Hence it is used with perfect appropriateness in Isa. 64:7, as a parallel
to “taking hold of the Lord.” In Joel 3:5, it is represented as the sole condition of
salvation.

CHAPTER 14

All the nations of the earth are collected together by the Lord against his holy city. The
city is taken, and the greater part of its inhabitants are either slain by the sword or led into
captivity (vers. 1, 2). The Lord, however, now miraculously interposes on behalf of his
own people, who have still been preserved, and the judgment is suddenly transferred from
the congregation of the Lord to its enemies. The Lord appears in majesty upon the Mount
of Olives, and whilst an earthquake announces his coming to judgment, and fills all with
dismay, the Mount of Olives is split in two, by which means the valley of Jehoshaphat is
extended, and a safe and easy way is opened for the escape of the people of the Lord. The
Lord then appears with all his saints to establish his kingdom on the earth (vers. 3-5). At
first thick darkness prevails; but at length, when it is least expected, the day of salvation
dawns upon the elect (vers. 6, 7). A stream of living water then issues forth from
Jerusalem, and spreads fertility and life over all the land (ver. 8). The theocracy, which
has hitherto been restricted to one single country, now embraces the whole earth (ver. 9).
That Jerusalem alone may be exalted, all the mountains throughout the entire land are
levelled , the city rises in splendour from her ruins, to rejoice for ever in the mercy of
God, and is henceforth secure from every change (vers. 10, 11). When the enemies, who
attacked Jerusalem, have been chastised by the judgment of God (vers. 12-15), the
remnant will turn unto the Lord, and will come to Jerusalem every year, to celebrate the
feast of tabernacles (ver. 16). Any who fail to perform this duty will be visited by severe
punishments (vers. 17-19). The distinction between sacred and profane will then cease for
ever, and also the intermingling of the righteous and the wicked (vers. 20, 21).

Commentators are for the most part of opinion that this prophecy is merely a repetition
and expansion of chap.12:1-9; and many powerful arguments may be adduced in support
of this conclusion. A fact of importance presents itself at the very outset, namely, that
there is no fixed boundary line which separates it from the passage referred to. Now, on
account of the great similarity in the subject-matter of the two prophecies, such a division
would be all the more necessary if they referred to different events. Moreover, another
thing which may be appealed to, as rendering the latter improbable, is the fact that, so far
as the emblematical portion is concerned, the prophecy contained in chap. 6:1-8
corresponds to these two prophecies combined, which certainly renders the conclusion a



very natural one, that we have here a resumption of chap.12:1-9, the attack of the heathen
power upon the kingdom of God, and the glorious victory attained by Zion. Those who
would separate this prophecy from chap.12:1-9, imagine that, like Rev. 22:7-10, it refers
to the last conflict between heathenism and the church, at the close of the millennium,
and to the glorification of the kingdom of God, which immediately ensues. But ver. 8 is
decisive against this. The living waters which issue from Jerusalem cannot be sought on
the other side of the thousand years, as the connection between this passage and Ezek.
47:1-12 clearly shows (see vol. iii. p. 65). And in addition to this, there is no prophecy in
the New Testament which relates exclusively to the last stages of the Church’s history.
Such a step in advance as this was not accorded to the Revelation. The prophecy in Ezek.
38 and 39, to which appeal has been made, bears throughout an ideal and comprehensive
character, and cannot be limited to one particular event at the end of time. Gog and
Magog represent the future enemies of the kingdom of God generally (compare my
commentary on the book of Revelation, vol. ii, p. 304). The reasons assigned for
separating this passage from chap. 12:1-9 do not appear capable of being sustained. It is
said that in chap. 12 the successful resistance offered by Judah through the miraculous
assistance of God, is apparently represented as preventing the capture of the city by the
army of the nations, whereas in the passage before us the coming of a day is announced,
in which the army of the nations of the world will take Jerusalem. But this difference is
not of any importance, unless by Jerusalem we understand the actual, city. If Jerusalem
means the Church, the boundary line between taking and not taking becomes a vanishing
one. Moreover, even here the capture is only partial; according to ver. 2 only half the
inhabitants are carried away, the remainder of the people are not cut off from the city.
When it is affirmed that “there is not the slightest trace in chap. 12 of the splendid pro-
spects which are here presented to the people of the Lord,” the fact is overlooked that it is
not a mere recapitulation of chap. 12 that we have before us, but, as a matter of course, an
expansion and continuation also. In chap. 12 we find nothing but the victory over the
nations; here, on the other hand, we have the glorification of Jerusalem (ver. 10), the
healing waters which issue from Jerusalem (ver. 8), the reception of the heathen into the
kingdom of God, the dominion of the Lord over the whole earth, and so forth. The result
at which we arrive, therefore, is that the prophecy does not relate exclusively to the
termination of the Church’s history, but to the whole of the Messianic era from its
commencement till its close.

Ver. 1. “Behold, a day cometh to the Lord, and thy spoil is divided in the midst of thee.”

The day cometh to the Lord, not only because he brings it to pass, but also, and more
especially, because it is the day on which lie is glorified. Every other day has come rather
to men; this belongs to the Lord alone. In the same way is the day of the overthrow of
Gog represented in Ezek. 39:3 as “the day that | shall be glorified, saith the Lord God.”
Again, in Isa. 2:12, a day is said to come to the Lord above everything high and exalted:;
and according to ver. 17, “the Lord alone is exalted in that day.” The glorification of the
Lord is the result of the overthrow of the heathen. The defeat of the nation of God, which
is not mentioned till afterwards, comes into consideration only so far as it is the necessary
condition of this overthrow. No doubt the sufferings of the people of God presuppose
their sinfulness, and therefore serve to glorify God, whose omnipotence and righteousness
are displayed in their punishment (compare 1 Pet. 4:16, 17). But it is not in this light that
it is referred to, either in this passage or in chap. 12:1-9.—Thy spoil; the prophet
addresses Jerusalem, the seat of the kingdom of God in his day, since it was under the
image of this city that the kingdom was present to his inward view. The impossibility of



adhering strictly to the letter of this announcement is apparent from its figurative
character throughout, which no one can deny, and especially from the fact that all the
nations of the earth could not possibly gather together to attack the city of Jerusalem, or
come every year to celebrate the feast of tabernacles after their defeat. According to ver.
2, the spoil of Jerusalem must be the spoil which is taken from it (compare Isa. 33:4). The
passive side is presented here, the active in ver. 14.

Ver. 2. “And | gather all the Gentiles to Jerusalem to war; and the city is taken, and the
houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city goeth forth into captivity, and
the residue of the people is not cut off from the city.”

The assembling of the heathen against Jerusalem, which is here ascribed to God, is traced
to Satan in Rev. 20:8. But if even evil is subservient to God, and becomes one of the
means by which his plans are carried out; if Satan, who is introduced on that account in
Job among the angels of God, is still his servant, though an unwilling one, just as Asshur
is called the rod of fury in his hand, and Nebuchadnezzar his servant; if he cannot touch a
hair of the heads of the members of the Church of God, the constant object of his attacks,
without permission from God (compare chap. 3); it is evident that the discrepancy is only
in appearance. There is a parallel in Ezek. 39:2 sqqg. where the Lord is represented as
bringing Gog from the farthest north to the mountains of Israel, that he may destroy him
there. The expression “the houses are rifled, the women ravished,” is taken from
Isa.13:16. When that which properly belongs to Babylon reaches Zion, the divine reaction
cannot long be delayed. In the declaration, “and the remnant of the nation is not cut off
from the city,” a contrast is evidently intended to the former judgment on Jerusalem,
which the Chaldeans had been the instruments employed in executing. In that case the
advantages enjoyed by those who were left behind, on the occasion of the first
transportation, over those who were carried away into captivity, was only an apparent
one; a respite was all that was granted them. Now the advantages will be solid and lasting.
Even in the expression which he employs, the prophet points to the passages relating to
the former exile. Thus in Jer. 39:16-18 we find, “For thus saith the Lord to the king that
sitteth upon the throne of David, and to all the people that dwell in this city, to your
brethren, that have not gone forth with you as captives, behold | send upon them the
sword and hunger and pestilence, and scatter them into all the kingdoms of the earth;” and
again in 2 Kings 25:11, “and the remnant of the nation, that was left in the city,
Nebuzaradan led into captivity.” This contrast, which presupposes that no curse rests
upon Jerusalem, but that it is under the protection of the mercy of God, is entirely set
aside by many of the Church fathers, who imagine that the destruction of Jerusalem by
the Romans is alluded to here (e.g. Theodoret and Jerome). What follows shows still
more clearly that it is with the true Church of God, and not with the base sediment, that
we have here to do.

Ver. 3. “And the Lord goeth forth, and fighteth against those heathen as in his day of
conflict, and the day of the battle.”

The connection between this verse and the preceding one may be explained by referring
to Isa. 26:20, 21: “Rise up, my people, enter thy chambers and shut thy doors behind
thee. Wait but a little while, until the indignation be overpast. For behold, the Lord
cometh out of his place to punish the wickedness of the inhabitants of the earth against
him.” on%3, with 2 of the person, always means to fight against any one (compare the
remarks on ver. 14). The rendering adopted in the Septuagint, kai é€gledoeton KOPLOG Kol



napataéetat €v 1oig €Bveoty ékeivorg, tended to confirm Theodoret and Cyril in their
mistaken idea that the prophecy referred to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.
The former observes, napatatetot 8¢, 00k Tovdainv dmeppoy@v, GAAa kot Ekeivav
otpotnyv.—" As the day of his conflict” is equivalent to “as in his day of conflict,” and to
this is appended, “in the day of the battle,” we may explain this as meaning, either “as he
is accustomed to do,” or “as he has done.” Those who adopt the former explanation refer
the words to all the conflicts in which the Lord has engaged on behalf of his people
(compare, for example, Josh. 10:10; Judg. 4:15-23; 1 Sam. 7:10). Others, again, are of
opinion that there is a special reference to the Lord’s conflict with the Egyptians. Thus
Jerome, who follows the Chaldee, says, “He now goes forth and makes war, as in the day
of battle when he overwhelmed Pharaoh in the Red Sea, and fought for the people of
Israel.” The latter interpretation is to be preferred. The judgment of the Lord upon the
Egyptians is expressly called a conflict, a battle, in Ex. 14:14 and 15:3 sqq.; and the
deliverance from Egypt towers so high above all the rest that it is spoken of as the
deliverance par excellence; whilst subsequent ones are compared to it to indicate their
greatness, without any farther description to single them out from the mass of the rest
(compare Isa. 11:11, “Then will the Lord stretch out his hand the second time”). The only
means referred to here as those which the Lord employs in his conflict, are an earthquake
and putrefaction which destroys the foe. Ezekiel is more minute in his description (see
chap. 38).

Ver. 4. “And his feet stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before
Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives is split in two from east to west, a valley
very great, and the half of the mountain removes towards the north, and the half towards
the south.”

The reason why the Lord is represented here as standing upon the Mount of Olives is
explained in the clause which follows, “which is before Jerusalem on the east.” Regarded
as a mere geographical notice, these words would have been quite superfluous, so far as
the contemporaries of the prophet were concerned, who had the Mount of Olives
constantly before their eyes. The situation of the mountain is evidently mentioned to show
that it was this which induced the Lord to select it as his standing-place. The Mount of
Olives stood before and above Jerusalem. It afforded the most uninterrupted view of the
whole city. From this mountain, therefore, the Lord directs the attack upon the enemies in
the city, and adopts the neccessary measures to save his own people. He at whose
presence the mountains flow away, prepares for them a way of escape, that they may not
be involved in the judgment inflicted upon the ungodly heathen. That the division of the
mountain is to be regarded as effected by an earthquake is apparently implied in ver. 5.
An earthquake is also mentioned in Isa. 29:6, as one of the punishments with which the
Lord will visit the enemies of Zion, “Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with
thunder, and with earthquake, and with great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame
of devouring fire.” But the passage which the prophet appears to have most distinctly
before his mind is Ezek. 38:19, 20: “In that day there shall be a great earthquake in the
land of Israel. And the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the
field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all men that are upon the earth
tremble before me, and the mountains are destroyed, and the hills fall, and every wall will
fall to the ground.” (On the earthquake as a symbol of the omnipotence of God to destroy,
see the remarks on Hag. 2:6, and my commentary on the book of Revelation, vol. i. p.
275.) The earthquake which threatens destruction to the foe is the signal to the believers
to fly, for they are afraid of being destroyed by the judgment of God along with the



heathen, in the midst of whom they are living. In like manner the prophet had “previously
urged the members of the covenant nation who still tarried in Babylon to fly with all
speed, that they might not be exposed to the judgments which were about to fall upon her
(chap. 2:6, 7). Jeremiah also had done the same thing in chap. 51:6, “Flee out of the midst
of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul, that ye be not cut off for her iniquity; for it is
the time of vengeance for the Lord; he renders to her the recompense.”—Now, whilst the
wish for flight is thus excited in the minds of the believers, the Lord opens a way for it by
means of the same earthquake which brings destruction to the foe. In a case like this,
where there was real danger in delay to any one desirous of escaping from Jerusalem by
means of a rapid flight, the Mount of Olives, which terminated the valley of Jehoshaphat,
and which David when he fled was obliged to climb (2 Sam. 15:30), presented an
obstacle of no little importance. But this was removed when the Lord divided the
mountain. The flying multitude of believers poured through the extended valley of
Jehoshaphat, and as soon as they were beyond the range of the divine judgments, the
latter poured down with violence and without cessation upon the enemies of God, as they
had formerly done upon Sodom when Lot reached Zoar. It is very obvious that the whole
account is figurative, and that the fundamental idea, the rescue of believers and the
destruction of their enemies, is clothed in drapery borrowed from the local circumstances
of Jerusalem,—With reference to the manner in which the mountain is divided, several of
the commentators, particularly Theodoret and Cyril, who were led astray by the false
rendering of the Septuagint, and also Jerome, have fallen into considerable errors. They
erroneously imagine that a fourfold division takes place. But the prophet merely speaks of
a simple division of the mountain, in which, according to his description, the mountain is
divided in two; and, almost in the same manner as when the Jordan was divided, the one
half moves towards the north, the other half towards the south, thus opening a broad
valley from east to west, from Jerusalem to the Jordan.—i*¢17% is correctly explained by
Marck as follows: “Not on this side, or that side, or merely at the extremity, nor into more
parts than two, but in the middle, into two equal parts.” The words “towards the east and
towards the west” do not show the direction in which the two halves fall back, but the
direction of the split; the mountain is divided across, not lengthways. The 1n in *¥nn has
been overlooked, and it is this which has furnished occasion to the false interpretation.
Lastly, the direction in which the two halves move away is also mentioned; not towards
the west, for in this case the miracle would have afforded no assistance to the believers,
but towards the north and south.

Ver. 5. “And ye flee into my mountain-valley; for the mountain-valley will reach to Azal,
as ye fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah, the king of Judah: and the Lord my
God cometh, all the saints with thee.”

The word “for” may be explained on the ground that no one would think of flying into the
valley if it did not reach to the other side of the Mount of Olives. The mountain-valley is
either the valley newly made or the whole of the valley of Jehoshaphat, with the
continuation just added to it. The Lord calls it his mountain-valley, because, as we learn
from ver. 4, it was by him that the valley had been opened. > 77 is an accusative after a
verb of motion. Luther, who is followed by Schmieder, has deviated entirely from the
rules of the language, and renders it “before the valley” supposing the flight to be an
expression of the fear resulting from amazement. The mountain-valley of the Lord; the
valley of Jehoshaphat, not merely the valley between the two halves of the Mount of
Olives, which comes into consideration here solely as a continuation, of the valley of
Jehoshaphat. S3x is regarded as a proper name by all the early commentators, with the



exceptlon of Symmachus and Jerome, who render it proximus. Cyril observes: kdun 8¢
TN TPOG EGYATIONG, OG AdYOC, ToD dpovg keévn. But nearly all of those who take it to
be a proper name perceived that it must be used here with some regard to its actual
signification, and not merely as a geographical term. This is obvious from the character of
the whole account. They differ widely, however, in their explanations of its meaning.
This could not have occurred to the same extent if closer attention had been paid to Mic.
1:11. We have there a description in which several proper names are introduced with an
immediate reference in every case to their appellative signification. The prophet is
describing the progress of the judgment of God from city to city until it reaches
Jerusalem, and says, “The lamentation of Beth-Haezel will take away from you her
standing-still (will not afford you an interruption to the lamentation, as the etymology of
the name of the city might lead you to imagine). For Maroth (which is farther off) will
experience pain; for evil cometh down from the Lord upon Jerusalem.” According to this
passage, Beth-Haezal must have been a city near Jerusalem, and must mean “the house of
standing still,” a meaning which may be easily obtained from the ordinary signification of
D3y, to lay aside; whereas the explanation suggested by Gesenius (Thes. s.v. 2°n), “house
of the fixed root,” derives no support from the usages of the language, since even xx,
noble, does not mean “rooted,” as he supposes, but “set apart,” as the proper name
Azaliah sufficiently shows. Now if we look at the form of the proper name in the passage
before us, it is evident that % in pause &, can only mean “standing still,” “ceasing.”
The valley, therefore, is to extend as far as a place which will actually afford to the
fugitives what its name promises, the cessation of danger; because, when once they have
reached it, they are beyond the range of the judicial punishments of God. Whether this
place was the same as that mentioned by Micah, is a question that cannot be answered in
the negative, for the Beth in proper names is frequently omitted (compare Gesenius, Thes.
p. 193); and changes of the same kind as Ezel and Azel are also by no means rare. At the
same time, it cannot be answered with certainty in the affirmative, from the fact that the
situation of the place is not clearly pointed out in either case, except that, according to
Zechariah’s description, it must have stood to the east of Jerusalem beyond the Mount of
Olives. And ye flee; namely, for fear of being swallowed up, along with the enemies of
God, by the earth which opens at the time of the earthquake. Compare Num. 16:34, “And
all Israel that were round about them fled; for they said, Lest the earth swallow up us
also.” Hofmann says, “They flee not from the judgment which falls upon the enemy, but
from the enemies themselves.” But ver. 3 precludes such a notion as this. Their enemies
are no longer active, but passive. Moreover, in this case the comparison, which requires
that it should be from the earthquake that they flee, would be inappropriate. The
earthquake in the time of Uzziah is not mentioned in the historical books, but only in
Amos 1:1. The manner in which the prophet alludes to it, the expression “in the days” as
well as the additional words, “of the King of Judah,” by which he guards against the
supposition that Uzziah was a king of Israel, all show that the prophet lived at a period
very far removed from the event to which he refers.—And the Lord cometh, my God, all
the saints with thee. He cometh to execute a decisive judgment upon the world, and to
glorify his kingdom. The coming alluded to in ver. 3 is not to be compared with this, and
was merely a provisional one. The expression my God, may be explained on the
supposition that, when the prophet saw the Lord draw near with the most glorious
manifestations of his grace, he was seized with lively joy at the thought that this God was
his God. The suffix in 72y refers to the Lord, whom the prophet beholds by the eye of his
mind, as it were, already present, and to whom, being no longer content to speak in the
third person, he addresses himself with triumphant emotions, and with ecstatic joy at the
thought that the long desired and absent One has at length arrived. By the saints many



commentators understand angels; others, like Vitringa (on Rev. 15:3), “both holy angels
and holy men.” In favour of the former we may adduce Deut. 33:2, “he comes from the
holy myriads,” i.e. the angels; and as still more conclusive, ver. 3, “all his saints are in thy
hand,” they are engaged in thy service, they are subservient to thy salvation, O Israel;
again, Matt. 25:31, “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him;” Mark 8:38, “When he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels;”
and lastly, Rev. 19:14 (compare the commentary on this passage).

Ver. 6. “And it cometh to pass in that day. it will not be light, the precious will become
mean.”

The prophet here depicts the transition from the darkness which accompanies the
judgment upon the enemies of the kingdom of God and the birth-pangs of the new world,
to the light which bursts upon this new world (ver. 7), as at the first creation, when
darkness covered the face of the deep, and afterwards it became light.—In the second
clause the Kethib is to be pointed 3%, as the future of xop. The marginal reading is
13%2p). The latter is explained by the majority of commentators, after the example of the
Septuagint (ka1 yOyoc kot mayoc), as meaning “cold and frost;” “there will be no light
(but there will be) cold and frost.” They either assume that ninp> is exactly synonymous
with ninp (frigora, cold), and appeal to Prov. 17: 27, where the marginal reading 1 12> is
substituted in precisely the same sense for 737 2p2), the reading in the text; or they maintain
that for mnp> we ought to read ninp). But the rendering throughout has everything against
it. It is extremely improbable that a word of such frequent occurrence as °pn should be
introduced here all at once with a totally new meaning. The marginal reading in Prov.
17:27 proves nothing more and nothing less than any Jewish conjecture can prove. The
alteration of ninp> into ninp) is an arbitrary procedure, so long as there is any possibility of
explaining the reading in the text. The supposed noun 7ix2p is never met with. Even
assuming the existence of such a noun, the meaning suggested for which other words
actually exist in the language would not be established. The construction, too, is a harsh
one, viz. the addition of ;7> without a negative. But what is still more important is the
fact, that there is not a word about cold and frost in any of the parallel passages in the
prophetical books. Moreover they are altogether unsuitable here, for in the whole passage
light and darkness alone are referred to (compare ver. 7); and therefore the second clause
should contain a description of darkness as well as the first. And what external authority
can be produced in support of a rendering which is exposed to so many difficulties? As
good as none at all. The marginal reading is never anything more than a mere conjecture,
even in cases where, at first sight, it seems to commend itself. The obscurity of this
passage necessarily presented a great temptation to venture upon such a conjecture, as the
praise awarded by commentators to the marginal reading clearly shows. Again, the
difference in gender between the noun and the verb, in the reading in the text, appeared to
justify it. How, then, can the marginal reading have any further value in our eyes than a
Jewish conjecture, the origin of which is probably to be found in the attempt of the
Septuagint translators to guess at the meaning of a passage which they could not
understand? We will now turn to the different renderings which have been given of the
reading in the text. C. B. Michaelis explains it thus, “for the lights (claritates) if any exist
in turn, will be made dense (condensabuntur), and will now change into thick darkness.”
But this rendering must be rejected for the simple reason that °ninp is taken in a sense
which it cannot be proved to bear. 2> never means anything but precious, glorious, not
even shining (as some have attempted without effect to prove from Job 31:26), much less
elaritates. Hence ninp? cannot have any other meaning than res pretiosce, valuables.



There is a far better foundation for the explanation given by the acute-minded De Dieu,
“The glorious thing will be dissolved, the creation will be changed into chaos.”®® But it is
exposed to this objection, that the idea which the passage is supposed to contain is not
found in any of the parallel passages of the Old Testament, a fact which is of peculiar
importance in the case of Zechariah. In their descriptions of the judgments of God, they
frequently speak of the darkening of the sun, moon, and stars, but never of a darkness
which arises from all created things being converted into a new chaos. And the former
thought is so prominent in them all that we should be greatly surprised if we did not find
it here. Compare the remarks on Joel 2:31, “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood;” on Ezek. 32:7, “I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof
dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light;” and ver. 8,
“All the bright lights of heaven will | make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy
land;” also Isa. 13:10 and Amos 8:9. In harmony with these passages we render niap
precious things, and regard it as a term applied to the shining heavenly bodies. We have
the greater right to do this from the fact that, in Job 31:26, the moon is represented as
walking preciously, or magnificently (7771 122). The whole clause we translate thus, “res
pretiosoe viles evident,” the heavenly bodies will lose their most splendid ornament,
namely, the light.®* With this explanation we get rid of the difficulty arising from the
apparent difference in the gender, for sun, moon, and stars are masculine.

Ver. 7. “And there will be a day it will be known to the Lord, not day, and not night; and
at evening-time it will get light?”

We have already found the expression a day used to denote, comparatively speaking, the
shortest period of time, in chap. 3:9; and also a month in chap. 11:8, used for a
comparatively short period. Cocceius has correctly explained the words before us thus,
“unus dies, tempus non longum.” The allusion is to the transient character of the
visitations of God. The words of Ps. 30:5 are applicable to the Church, “weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Moreover this day is known to the
Lord; it is under his supervision and direction. It does not come unexpectedly, or interfere
with his plans; but is subservient to his counsels of mercy for the Church. Not day, etc.;
i.e. “which is not.” Many commentators suppose that a commingling of day and night is
intended, a transition state of dim twilight; but there are no parallel passages containing
any such idea. We have rather to think of a day which is not day at all, in consequence of
the lights of heaven having lost their brightness. “The usual order is miraculously
inverted, the day is turned into night, and the day comes in the evening.” (Schmieder.)
The expression, “at evening-time it gets light,” may be explained from the antithesis in
Amos 8:9, ““And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that | will cause the
sun to go down at noon, and | will bring darkness upon the land in clear day.” Just as in
this case, it becomes dark at the time when we should expect and actually possess the
brightest light; so in the passage before us, it gets light at the time, when, according to the
natural course of things, the dark night is apparently about to commence. It is the exalted
privilege of the Church, that with her at evening-time it always becomes light.

Ver. 8. “And it cometh to pass on this day, living waters will issue forth from Jerusalem;
half of them to the eastern sea, and half of them to the western sea: in summer and in
winter shall it be.”

The eastern and western seas, that is, the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean, are given here
as the limits of the course of the living waters. There is a difference between this and
Ezek. 47, where the sea itself is healed by the waters. By selecting these two points, the



prophet intimates that the water will flow through the whole of the promised land, which
is bounded on the east by the Dead Sea, and on the west by the Mediterranean. For what
purpose, may be gathered from Joel 3:18: “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers
of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord,
and shall water the valley of Acacias.”™! Whatever conclusion may be formed with
reference to the more precise meaning of “the valley of Acacias,” one thing is certain,
that it is a dry and barren locality; the intention of the waters, therefore, viz. to fertilize
the land, which is barren for want of water, and to furnish a refreshing draught to the
thirsty of every age,—an intimation of which has already been given in the foregoing
announcement of plenty in the place of dearth, fertility instead of barrenness,—is hereby
confirmed. The figurative character of the whole representation is placed beyond all
doubt by this one fact, that natural water could not possibly flow in two opposite
directions. Water, whether coming from the clouds, or contained in springs, brooks, and
rivers, is constantly employed as a figurative representation of the blessings of God in
their whole compass and fulness, by which the dry and thirsty desert of human need is
refreshed. To be forsaken of God, and deprived of his mercies and blessings, is repre-
sented as drought. Compare, for example, Isa. 41:17, “When the poor and needy seek
water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the
God of Israel will not forsake them;” Isa. 30:25, “And there shall be upon every high
mountain, and upon every high hill, streams of water in the day of the great slaughter,
when the towers fall;” Ezek. 34:26, “And | will make them and the places round about
my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season;” Isa. 43:20,
48:21, 49:10, 58:11. (See also the remarks on Ezek. 47:1 at vol. iii. p. 65, and my
commentary on Rev. 22:1.) The water, the type of blessing and salvation, issues forth
from Jerusalem. Under the image of the central point of the kingdom of God under the
Old Testament, the place which the Lord made glorious by his typical presence in the
temple, there is here exhibited to the prophet the Church of the New Testament, from
which blessings go forth to the world, and which may be the more appropriately called
by the name Jerusalem, since it originated there and is its legitimate continuation.
According to Joel and Ezekiel the water issues from the temple. In Rev. 22:1, it is de-
scribed as “proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.” If Jerusalem, then,
stands for its antitype, the whole compass of the land of Judea, over which the water
from the fountain flows, must denote that which bears the same relation to the spiritual
Jerusalem as the latter bore to the typical, namely, the whole of the New Testament
kingdom of God, which is destined, according to ver. 9 and the constant declaration of all
the rest of the prophets, to overspread the whole earth. The entire earth, therefore, is to be
watered by the stream of divine blessings proceeding from the Church (Ps. 36:9). The
concluding words, “in summer and in winter shall it be,” indicate the constancy of the
divine blessings, as contrasted with the uncertain character of all human possessions. The
winter is mentioned as the time when even the rest of the streams yield water in
abundance. In Job 6:16-18, the patriarch compares his friends to streams, which swell in
winter and have an abundance of water, but are dried up in summer when the water is
most needed, and in consequence bitterly disappoint the traveller, who has built his hopes
upon them. In Isa. 58:11, the prophet represents the mercy of God, and those who are in
possession of it, under the figure of a spring of water, whose waters do not, lie.

Ver. 9. “And the Lord will be king over all the land; in mat day the Lord will be one, and
his name one.”



This is almost always rendered “over all the earth.” There can be no doubt that in
substance this rendering is correct, and that reference is made here to the fact that the
dominion of the Lord “will extend over all the families of the earth, in contradistinction to
its previous restriction to one single nation (chap. 9:9, 10; Ps. 72:8-11; Ps. 2; Dan. 2:35,
etc.). But, notwithstanding this, we agree with Riickert in preferring the rendering “over
all the land.” In ver. 8 the prophet depicts the new kingdom of God under the image of the
former one. In ver. 10 the same mode of representation is adopted; and it is certainly
hardly likely that yox3-23 is used here in a different sense from that in which it occurs so
immediately afterwards. Marck has justly observed, “It is not the kingdom of nature and
ordinary providence which is spoken of here, but the special kingdom of grace—such as
God formerly possessed in Israel.” The Lord is naturally the king of the whole human
race; but this relation was disturbed by the fall, which formed the commencement of a
series of attempts at rebellion, ending in the renunciation of obedience on the part of
nearly all his subjects, who chose to themselves other lords and kings in heaven and on
earth according to their hearts’ desires. The Lord, to whom it would have been an easy
thing to annihilate all his rebellious subjects by one word of his omnipotence, was
prompted by his love to seek, rather, their voluntary return to obedience. And because the
whole race was not ripe for this, he commenced by restoring the natural relation between
himself and one single people. The execution of his entire plan, to which the special
theocracy had merely been subservient, commenced with the first coming of Christ. Its
final consummation will coincide with his return in glory, when all his opponents will
either have been subdued by grace so as to become his servants instead of his foes, or
have been exterminated by his punishments from the midst of his kingdom, which will
then embrace the entire earth. The words of Ps. 22:27, 28 are peculiarly worthy of notice
in connection with this announcement: “All the ends of the earth shall remember, and turn
unto the Lord; and all the families of the heathen shall worship before thee. For the
kingdom is the Lord’s, and he ruleth among the heathen.” That all the heathen will one
day submit to the Lord, arises from the fact that he is their rightful and natural king, and
that their present attitude towards him is an unnatural one, and therefore cannot last.—
The Lord will be only one, and his name only one; the gross system of Polytheism will
come to an end; and also that more refined Polytheism which looks upon all forms of
worship as merely so many different modes, all equally legitimate, in which the one
divine Being is worshipped (see the remarks on Hos. 2:18, vol. i. p. 260).

It is possible that the peculiar circumstances of the time may have induced the prophet to
lay stress upon the fact, that in that day the name of the Lord will be but one. The edicts
of the Persian kings, which arc recorded in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, render it
very probable that the Persians, who were strongly inclined to religious eclecticism, were
ready to acknowledge their own god and the God of Israel as one and the same deity,
differing only in name and in the mode of manifestation. Nothing further would be gained
by this, however, for they naturally meant that every nation was to abide by its own

name, and adhere to the mode in which it had received this manifestation, the latter being,
in fact, inseparable from the name.

Ver. 10. “All the land will change as the plain from Geba to Himmon, south of
Jerusalem; and she is high, and sits in her place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of
the first gate, unto the corner-gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king’s wine-
presses.”



The subject of this verse is twofold, first, the exaltation of Jerusalem, which is effected by
the change of all the rest of the land into a plain; and, secondly, the restoration of the city
to its former grandeur after its destruction, in consequence of being taken by the enemy
(ver. 2), but still more, perhaps, in consequence of the earthquake (ver. 5) and the other
judgments inflicted upon the enemy within her walls. We will first of all examine certain
points connected with the former of these. “To change as,” is the same as “to change so
as to become like.” y2x7-%3, not the entire district round Jerusalem, but the whole land.
This is evident from the only expression which could afford any support to the more
limited interpretation, namely, the words “from Geba to Rimmon.” For these are the two
extreme points in the land of Judea, the one towards the north, the other towards the
south; and the prophet employs them to denote its entire extent, just as in ver. 8 he makes
use of the eastern and western boundary. Rimmon, which is described as situated to the
south of Jerusalem, to distinguish it from the rock of Rimmon, was at the extreme south
of the tribe of Judah, and, like Beersheba, was a city of the Simeonites on the borders of
Edom. (Josh. 15:32, 19:7) That Geba was situated at the northern extremity, is evident
from the fact that, in 2 Kings 23:8, the expression “from Geba to Beersheba” is employed
to denote the whole extent of the kingdom of Judah.— 727y is regarded by many
commentators as an appellative noun, and rendered “a plain.” But they have failed to
observe that this does not make good sense, since the land which is to be changed into a
plain cannot be compared to a plain, and also that the article stands in the way of such a
rendering. It is true that, so far as the article itself is concerned, it might be used
generally, but in Hebrew Arabah with the article always denotes the largest and most
celebrated of all the plains of Judea, the plain of the Jordan, called by Josephus péya
nediov. Compare Ritter, xv. p. 481. “Ghor, like Aulon, i.e. the plain, is the name given to
the large valley, including its plains, extending from the Lebanon, or the Lake of
Gennesaret, to the farther side of the Dead Sea.”—The meaning therefore is this: all the
mountains of Judea, with the exception of the mountain of Jerusalem itself, are to be
changed into plains, so that the whole land will resemble the extensive plain which has
hitherto formed but one portion of it. The reason of this change is indicated in the words
“and Jerusalem will be exalted.” (ax for 217 is only met with in this passage; but two
derivatives of the former occur, viz. o7 and 2&:7). The whole land is depressed, that
Jerusalem alone may appear elevated.—Let us pass on now to an examination of the
meaning of this symbolical representation. As in ver. 8, so in this passage also, Jerusalem
represents the central point of the kingdom of God under the New Testament; Judea, the
same kingdom in its widest extent, regarded as embracing the whole earth. What other
meaning then can the passage well have than this, “the Lord alone shall be exalted in that
day;” “his rest shall be glorious” (Isa. 11:10); his dominion, as king over all the earth,
shall be the only one; all the outward glory of the earth, which exalts itself above him,
shall be annihilated? The same thought is expressed in Isa. 2:2; Mic. 4:1 (see vol. i. p.
441), and Ezek. 40:2 (see vol. iii. p. 60)—though under a somewhat different figure,
which proves that the literal interpretation given by Jewish and Judaizing commentators is
untenable. In this case everything else is levelled; in Micah and Ezekiel, on the other
hand, the temple mountain is represented as rising. The temple mountain is placed upon
the top of all the mountains of the earth. There is a third figure employed in Dan. 2:35.
The stone, which is the symbol of the Messianic kingdom, breaks in pieces the colossal
image, the representative of the kingdoms of the world as contrasted with the kingdom of
God, and becomes a great mountain, which fills the whole earth. The natural situation of
Jerusalem forms the starting-point here. On this Robinson says, “Upon the broad and
elevated promontory, within the fork of these two valleys (Jehosha-phat and Hinnom),
lies the holy city. All around are higher hills.” This external position of Jerusalem was



also regarded by the writer of the 125th Psalm (ver. 2) with the eye of a theologian. But
whilst, in his view, the mountains round about Jerusalem were symbols of the protection
of God, to Zechariah the comparative height of Jerusalem is a symbol of the depressed
condition of the kingdom of God under the Old Testament.

The meaning of the symbolical representation has been entirely mistaken by many
expositors, who imagine that the Arabah is introduced in connection with the watering.
Thus Hitzig writes, “The valley of the Jordan, so luxuriant in its vegetation, was rendered
so by the extent to which it was irrigated (Gen. 13:10). The author has already promised
the same to the poorly watered district (ver. 8), a promise which implied the highest
degree of fertility.” But this interpretation, in which the expression “she is high” is
entirely overlooked, and the connection between this passage and Mic. 4:1, and Ezek.
40:2 severed, is at variance with the natural constitution of the Arabah. The words of Gen.
13:10 relate exclusively to that portion of it which was destroyed by the fearful
catastrophe that befell the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Josephus says, in his Wars of
the Jews (4. 8. 2), “The large plain, péya nediov, through which the Jordan flows, is very
parched in summer.” According to Monro (v. Raumer, p. 51), the lower portion especially
presents “the aspect of extreme desolation.” The Arabah is anything but a garden of God.
“The heat is concentrated by the rocky mountains, which keep off the cooling breezes of
the west wind.” (v. Raumer, p. 51).—The exaltation of Jerusalem, which is a consequence
of Jehovah being king over all the earth (ver. 9), is attended by its complete recovery from
its ruins. Whilst the former part of the verse, the exaltation, points back to Mic. 4:1 and
Ezek. 40:2, the latter recalls Jer. 31:38, “The city is built to the Lord from the tower of
Hananeel to the corner-gate,” where the restoration of the kingdom of God is set forth
under the image of a restoration of Jerusalem.

The point at which the description of the boundaries commences is Benjamin’s gate. This
gate is unquestionably the one which is called elsewhere the Ephraim gate. The Benjamin
gate led to the land of Benjamin (Jer. 37:12, 13). It was on the north side of the city
therefore. But the Ephraim gate is represented in 2 Sam.13:23 as turned towards Ephraim;
and the road to Ephraim lay through Benjamin. The first terminus ad quem is “the place
of the first gate.” There is no other passage in which the gate is called by this name. It is
no doubt the same as we meet with elsewhere under the name of 73w»7 “yw. This is
evident first of all from the name itself. 733 2w means “the gate of the old one” (fem.),
not “the old gate.” Now Hitzig and Krafft (Topogr. p. 149), follow Gousset in the opinion
that “the gate of the old one” is equivalent to “the gate of the old pool,” which is
mentioned in Isa. 22:11. But such an ellipsis is harsh and unexampled. On the other hand,
there is hardly any ellipsis at all if we adopt the explanation given by others, “the gate of
the old town.” For as cities are personified as women, there was really no necessity for
any addition. We meet with Jeshanah on two other occasions as names of cities (see
Reland, p. 861). The name “old town” was probably applied to that portion of Jerusalem
which was already in existence in the time of the Jebusites, to distinguish it from the later
enlargements made by David and his successors—just as at a subsequent period another
portion which had been recently erected was called Bezetha, kawn moAic, by Josephus, in
contrast with the whole of the earlier city. Now the name of the gate in the passage before
us is in perfect harmony with this. jiwx2;7 99w cannot mean anything but the first gate, not
as Hitzig and Ewald suppose, “the former gate,” or “the gate that was;” for such a
meaning as this could only exist in cases where a contrast was intended to some new gate.
Now, just as the old town was the first town, so was its gate the first gate when compared
with all the rest of the gates in the more recent portion of Jerusalem. Our conclusion is



favoured secondly by the situation. As the first gate is represented here as the first
terminus ad quern, reckoning from the Benjamin’s gate, so do we find the old gate
mentioned immediately after the Ephraim gate in Neh. 12:39, where the gates are named
in their geographical order. We must look for the first gate on the east, and not on the
west of the Benjamin gate. For the corner gate is mentioned directly afterwards as the
terminus ad quem to the west of the Benjamin’s gate, and it is evident from the little
distance between the two gates, namely, 400 cubits (2 Kings 14:3), that “the first gate”
cannot have stood between them. The position of the gate in the old town corresponds
exactly to this. It was the next gate to the Ephraim gate towards the east, probably at the
north-eastern extremity (compare Faber, Archéaologie, p. 332). 7y before o397 2% does
not denote the terminus ad quem from the first gate, but, as we have already observed, a
new terminus ad quem towards the west of the Benjamin’s gate. That the corner gate was
not situated on the eastern, but on the western side, is very evident from Jer. 31:38, where
the tower of Hananeel, which stood on the eastern side, is mentioned along with the
corner gate to designate the whole extent of the city. The tower of Hananeel was on the
eastern side of the city, near the sheep-gate (Neh. 3:1, 12:37, 39). From this tower the
prophet draws a new line—for 1» must be supplied before 2731 from the previous clause—
which he continues as far as the king’s wine-presses, most likely on the southern side of
the city, where the royal gardens are said to have been (Neh. 3:15; compare Faber, p.
335). According to this, the limits of the city are given towards the four points of the
compass. The prophet mentions just those buildings which were left standing when the
city was destroyed by the Chaldeans, and not a single one which was not in existence in
the time of Zechariah,—i.e. subsequent to the destruction and previous to the restoration
of the walls by Nehemiah,—a fact which can only be explained on the supposition that
the second portion of the book was actually written by Zechariah himself. Two gates are
first given as termini, the Benjamin’s gate and the corner gate; for the third, “the first
gate,” is expressly shown to have been no longer in existence by the words “unto the
place” that is, the spot on which it formerly stood. Now both of these are omitted in the
account of the rebuilding in Neh. 3; and, if we compare chap. 12:39, the only explanation
that can be given of this omission is that they did not require to be rebuilt, but probably
needed only some trifling repairs. On the other hand, the old gate, which is represented in
this passage as destroyed, is mentioned in the list of those that were rebuilt. The tower of
Hananeel is referred to in Neh. 3:1 as still in existence. In the case of the royal wine-
cellars, we can hardly imagine any demolition to have taken place. In fact this was
scarcely possible; for, even to the present day in Eastern countries, cellars are hewn out of
the rocks wherever the nature of the soil admits of it (see Chardin in Harmar, part iii. p.
117; compare also Isa. 5:2, and Matt. 21:33). This being the manner in which the royal
cellars were constructed, it is not improbable that they are still in a state of preservation
among the excavations in the rock which exist in great abundance, especially in the
neighbourhood of the fountain of Siloah. We can even bring forward a direct testimony to
the fact that the royal cellars are still in existence. As we have already observed, there can
be no doubt that they were in the royal gardens, and in Neh. 3:15 these are expressly
stated to have been preserved when the destruction of the city by the Chaldeans took
place.

We will now inquire into the prophet’s meaning. What are we to understand by the
restoration of Jerusalem, which is the figure he here employs? It is evident from the
general character of the prophecy that we are not to abide by the letter. This is especially
obvious from vers. 8 and 9, where Judah is employed to represent the whole earth, as well
as from the first part of the verse before us, where the relation in which Jerusalem stands



to the rest of Judea is used as a figurative representation of the relation in which the
central point of the future kingdom of God stands to its circumference, which embraces
the whole earth. The restoration of Jerusalem predicted here is closely connected with the
conquest described in vers. 1 and 2, and with the destruction referred to in ver. 5, as the
result of the divine judgments inflicted upon the enemy within its walls. The meaning is,
that the kingdom of God will rise again in its ancient splendour after the Lord has
exterminated every trace of the misery which it has had to endure. The prophet adheres to
the same mode of representation which he adopted before, when he described the
calamities endured under the figure of a conquest of the city. He depicts the future glory
under the image of a restoration of the city to its ancient limits, and to make the figure
more complete introduces special notices of particular points in the city boundaries.

Ver. 11. “And they dwell in her. and there shall be no more curse; and Jerusalem sits
secure.”

Dwelling forms the antithesis to going out, whether as captives or as fugitives (ver. 2 and
ver. 5). The expression, “there shall be no more curse,” shows that the Church of God is
to consist of such as are righteous and holy. On the idea implied in the curse, see the
remarks on Mal. 3:24. It denotes a judgment similar to the one described in chap. 11,
which involves a complete suspension of the state of grace. There are degrees in the
execution of the curse; the last and most fearful is announced in Rev. 22:3.

Ver. 12. “And this will be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the nations that
have fought against Jerusalem: His flesh shall consume away while he stands upon his
feet, and his eyes shall consume away in their sockets, and his tongue shall consume
away in his mouth.”

The prophet, having first depicted the judgment on the house of God, had contented
himself with a slight indication of the destruction which the Lord was about to bring upon
the enemies of his house, who were the instruments and at the same time the objects also
of his punitive justice (vers. 3-5). From this he had proceeded at once to the subject which
was most attractive to his heart, viz. the blessings to be bestowed in the mercy of God
upon the purified Church. He now interrupts his description of the latter, to give a fuller
account of the punishment to be inflicted on the foe. In harmony with the general
character of the symbolicalrepresentations of prophecy, in which everything is presented
to the eye and thus assumes a material form, and also with an evident allusion to earlier
judgments,—such, for example, as the destruction of the Assyrians,—the punishment is
represented here as purely corporeal, just as the act performed by the enemy had
previously been depicted as a literal invasion of Jerusalem. The essential part of the
prophecy is the punishment alone; all that the prophet states, with reference to the mode,
is merely drapery. Another form of representation might have been chosen instead; as we
may see, for example, from Isa. 66:24, where the enemies of the kingdom of God are
figuratively described as living corpses, lying outside the gates of the dwelling place of
the saints, viz. Jerusalem; the eternal food of worms and fire.—The infinitive pn gives
prominence to the simple action for the purpose of directing attention to its fearful
character. The Hiphil shows that the Lord himself is to be regarded as the agent. The
words, “and he stands upon his feet,” lay emphasis upon the terrible character of the
judgment. They will be living corpses. Corruption of this kind in the case of a living body
is more fearful than death. Examples of this species of corruption are to be found in
antiquity, viz. in the Roman state, and also in modern times, in the Turkish empire. The
tongue is mentioned, because it had spoken with insolence and arrogance of God and his



people (Ps. 12:4; Isa. 37); the eye, because it had seen the nakedness of the city of God;
the whole body, because it had proceeded against Jerusalem.

Ver. 13. “And it cometh to pass in that day, great will be the confusion of the Lord among
them; and they seize every man the hand of his neighbour, and his hand riseth up over the
hand of his neighbour.”

There is an illusion here to examples, in the early history of the people of God, of panics
caused by the Lord among the enemy, and of confusion leading to mutual destruction; see
Deut. 7:23; Judg. 7:22; and 1 Sam. 14:20 (*and behold every man’s sword was against his
neighbour, a very great confusion”), but especially to the history of Jehosbaphat in 2
Chron. 20:23: “And the children of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of
Mount Seir to destroy them, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir,
they helped to destroy one another.” Discord in the enemy’s own camp is one of the
principal means employed by God for the assistance of his Church. By the expression,
“seizing the hand,” we are to understand a hostile grasp, as the context and the parallel
passages clearly show. But the hostility is indicated still more fully in the words, “his
hand riseth up over the hand of his neighbour.” Every one endeavours to get hold of his
neighbour’s hand, that he may disarm him in this way; and when this is accomplished he
falls upon him, attacking first of all the hand itself, since a man deprived of this may
afterwards be put to death without difficulty or danger.

Ver. 14. “And Judah also will fight at Jerusalem; and the riches of all the heathen round
about will be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance.”

According to a very ancient and widely circulated rendering, the first clause means, “and
Judah also will make war against Jerusalem.” The Chaldee and Jerome both adopt it. But
the rendering, “Judah will fight in Jerusalem,” is at least as old (see Septuagint:
napataéetan v Tepovoainu). It cannot be pleaded in defence of the former that 2 after
77na always points out the object of attack. As fighting is not infrequently spoken of,
without the object of attack being mentioned at all (compare ver. 3), it may be regarded as
certain that 2 may also be used in a local sense. It is so in Isa. 30:32, where the feminine
suffix in 277, “in the holy land,” is not to be referred to Assyria, and where we are not to
read 2a as the Masoretes have done.—On the other hand, the following objections may be
offered to this rendering; first, a contrast between Judah and Jerusalem would be
something so unparalleled that it would certainly have been more clearly expressed (of
hostilities between Judah and Jerusalem there is not the slightest trace either here or in
chap. 12); secondly, such an announcement would be quite out of place here in the midst
of a description of the defeat of the enemy;”!" and, thirdly, in the primary passage in the
Chronicles, Judah is not introduced as an ally of the heathen, but comes up after they
have destroyed one another. In ver. 27, Judah and Jerusalem are spoken of as one.—We
may either assume, then, that Judah represents the whole nation,—in which case the
attack of Judah would be assigned as a second cause of the overthrow of the enemy, along
with the confusion produced by the Lord,—or that the whole nation is represented by
Judah together with the inhabitants of Jerusalem. In the latter case, the contest in
Jerusalem would be referred to solely in relation to the participation in the booty. The
latter view is certainly favoured by chap. 12:2, “and also over Judah,” as well as by the
general distinction made there between Judah and Jerusalem,

Ver. 15. “And so will be the plague of the horses, of the mules, of the camels, and of the
asses, and of all cattle which will be in these camps as this plague?”



We have here an amplification of the crime and the punishment. They have rendered
themselves so guilty that even their possessions are defiled and fall under the divine ban.
The description given here is based upon the same idea as that which lies at the
foundation of the Mosaic laws with reference to the ban. When a whole city had
committed the crime of idolatry, not only the inhabitants, but the animals also, were to be
put to death; in winch case the same law, affecting the relation between the irrational and
rational portions of the creation, was repeated on a small scale, as that which had caused
the creature to be “subject to vanity not willingly,” on account of the sin of man. We
have also an analogous example in the case of Achan, whose oxen, asses, and sheep were
burned along with himself and his children. (Josh. 7:24)

Ver. 16. “And it cometh to pass, every one that is left of all the heathen which come
against Jerusalem, shall go up from year to year, to worship the King Jehovah of
Sabaoth, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.”

That the approach of the nations to Jerusalem out of all the countries of the earth is to be
understood as a figurative representation, founded upon the manner in which the fear of
God and connection with his kingdom manifested themselves under the Old Testament,
and that the prophet employs this as a type of the higher form in which they would be
manifested in the Messianic times (similarly to chap. 8:22, 23; Mic. 4:1; and Isa. 2:3), is
evident both from the nature of the case,?® and also from the general character of the
whole prophecy (see the remarks on vers. 8-10). The only question that suggests itself is,
why should the prophet have selected particularly the feast of tabernacles? That this is not
done without a definite purpose is evident from the fact that otherwise it would be
impossible to understand his reason for not retaining the festal periods mentioned in Isa.
66:23, to which he very closely adheres in other respects, even adopting the terms em-
ployed, and in which it is stated that *“it will come to pass from new moon to new moon,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh will come and worship before me, saith the Lord.”
In this case the festivals of most frequent occurrence are mentioned for the purpose of
pointing out the zeal of the new citizens of the kingdom of God in the worship of their
Lord. Under the Old Testament only one nation assembled at Jerusalem at the three
annual festivals; now “all flesh” congregates there every Sabbath and every new moon.
This parallel passage also serves to present in a more glaring light the absurdity of a
literal interpretation.—Commentators differ in opinion as to the reason which induced the
prophet to select the feast of tabernacles. Theodoret, Grotius, and others adhere to the
most material ground possible, namely, that the autumn is the best time of the year for
travelling. The true reason, on the other hand, has certainly not been assigned by those
who suppose that the feast of tabernacles is specially mentioned because it was regarded
by the Jews as peculiarly holy. This was not the case; the passover was the chief festival,
and the proof of this is to be found in the fact that, in reality, it was at this festival alone
that all Israel assembled at the place of the sanctuary. The actual reason has been given
by Dachs, C. B. Michaelis, and others, who trace it to the essential characteristics of the
feast of tabernacles. According to Lev. 23:33, it was a feast of thanksgiving for the
gracious protection afforded by the Lord to His people during the pilgrimage through the
desert, which had been the sole cause of their being purified instead of destroyed by the
dangers to which they were exposed, and attaining to the possession of the land of
Canaan. But these wanderings of the Israelites were a type (1 Cor. 10:11), not only of
similar dealings on the part of God with the same people in later periods of the Old
Testament economy,—especially in the time of the Babylonian captivity, at the
termination of which, when God had delivered them out of the “wilderness of the



nations” (Ezek. 20:34-38), the feast of tabernacles was celebrated with peculiar
earnestness (Ezra 3:1 sqqg. and Ps. 107), Zechariah himself taking part in it,—but also of
His dealings with the people of the new covenant. By the latter the feast of tabernacles
will be celebrated, “when at the close of their tedious wanderings through the horrible
desert of this world, they shall see an approach to their inheritance, and an entrance into
Canaan fully laid open before them.” (Dachs.) It will not be kept outwardly, but
spiritually, like the Sabbath in Heb. 4:9, and the passover in 1 Cor. 5:7, 8. In the feast of
tabernacles, just as in the other two great festivals, not only were the blessings of God in
history commemorated, but also the blessings of God in nature. It was a feast of
thanksgiving for the completion of the harvest. It is possible that the prophet may also
have this view of the festival in his mind, and may regard the feast of tabernacles as a
feast of thanksgiving for the rich gifts of mercy bestowed upon the new citizens of the
kingdom of God. A New Testament feast of tabernacles is also met with in the book of
Revelation (see my commentary on chap. 7:9); but it is one which is to be celebrated in
heaven by those who have ended their dangerous pilgrimage of suffering and temptation
through the desert of life, and have safely reached the heavenly Canaan, the place of their
repose.—The expression “all that is left,” etc., calls to mind a point of agreement between
the type and the antitype. Just as it was not all that came out of Egypt who entered
Canaan and celebrated the feast of tabernacles, but on the contrary the greater portion had
been destroyed by the judgments of God during the march through the wilderness; so the
heathen, who formerly marched against Jerusalem, will not all go thither in gratitude and
love, but only the remnant which has been spared by the mercy of God, after the obstinate
despisers of his name have been destroyed by the judgments depicted before.

Ver. 17. “And it cometh to pass, whoso will not come up of the families of the earth unto
Jerusalem to worship the King Jehovah of Sabaoth, upon them there will be no rain.”

The rain is a particular example employed to denote generally the blessing of God, which
is withdrawn from the wicked despisers. The thought that the Lord will not then leave the
heathen to themselves as he does now, but will require of them the fulfilment of their
duties towards him, is expressed by the prophet thus: all who do not join the procession
to Jerusalem will be visited with one of the punishments denounced in the law against
those who transgress it, and one which was frequently carried out in history, for example
in the case of Ahab, namely the want of rain.

Ver. 18. “And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, there will not (be) upon
them (any rain; but) there will be (upon them) the plague, wherewith the Lord will smite
all the nations which shall not go up to keep the feast of tabernacles.”

The strange notion that the prophet must necessarily pay strict attention to the natural
characteristics of Egypt, which is not indebted for its fertility to the rain, but to the Nile,
seeing that the former falls but sparingly anywhere, and not at all in upper Egypt,—
though of course the water of the river must come originally from the rain even if it falls
beyond the limits of Egypt,—has led many commentators to adopt the most forced
interpretations. The a;7°%y 8 %) must be taken in the same sense in this verse as in the
preceding one, and therefore a1 727> must be supplied; and the plague can be no other
than the withdrawal of rain. Egypt, which is mentioned here by way of example, had also
been assured by Isaiah of a full participation at some future period in the blessings and
privileges of the people of God (see vol. ii. p. 143). But this is also directly associated
with accountability for the abuse of these blessings.



Ver. 19. “This will be the sin of Egypt, and the sin of all the nations which shall not go up
to keep the feast of tabernacles.”

This; namely, that no rain falls upon them. The sin cannot directly signify the punishment
of sin, but is looked at here in the light of its consequences, which, according to the
scriptural view, are to be regarded as an appendage of the sin; compare Lam. 4:6; Gen.
4:13; and 1 Sam. 28:10. The inseparable character of the connection between sin and
punishment is apparent from Num. 32:23, “your sin, which findeth you.”

Ver. 20. “In this day there will stand upon the bells of the horses “holy to the Lord,” and
the pots in the house of the Lord will be as the sacrificial bowls before the altar.”

Commentators are all agreed as to the rendering to be given to the first clause, except that
many of them give a different rendering to ni%x», some rendering it bridles, as the
Septuagiut and Vulgate have done, and others, like Luther, trappings or armour. It is also
generally acknowledged that the prophet alludes to the sacred plate on the diadem of the
high priest, upon which was engraved, like the engraving of a signet, “Holy to the Lord”
(Ex. 28:36). There are many things which are represented in the Old Testament as holy to
the Lord, but this was the only case in which such an inscription was borne, and the only
one therefore in which the analogy was perfect; since it is not merely stated here that the
bells of the horses will be holy to the Lord, but that on the bells of the horses, that is
engraven upon them, there will be “Holy to the Lord.”®® But, notwithstanding this
agreement, there are no small differences in the explanations which have been given. The
Jewish commentators have gone farthest away from the truth (e.g. the Jew whom Jerome
questioned, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Abenezra). They were kept from the correct
interpretation by the fact that it would involve the abrogation of the entire ceremonial
law, and understood the words as denoting the consecration of the bells to purposes of
religious worship, and their employment in the manufacture of sacred vessels. The
untenable character of this interpretation is sufficiently evident from the fact, that Grotius,
whose superficial tendencies lead him to adopt it in the main, insensibly substitutes for
the bells the whole trappings of the horse, from a feeling, no doubt, that the bells of the
horses were too contemptible a gift for the Lord. But it will be still more obvious if we
compare the second clause with ver. 21, where there is no reference, such as we should
expect according to this explanation, to gifts consecrated to the Lord, but to the cessation
of the distinction between sacred and profane. And, lastly, by this exposition the reference
to the plate on the forehead of the high priest, which is evidently a deeply significant one,
is changed into quite a common allusion.—There is greater plausibility in the explanation
given by Marck, particularly with the embellishments added by Pels.®* Having adduced
several examples of the custom prevalent among idolatrous nations of marking persons
and things with the image or name of an idol (3 Macc. 2:21; Acts 28:11), he proves from
passages quoted from ancient authors, that among the Persians the horses were sacred to
the sun; and conjectures, chiefly on the strength of the assertion made by Cratios (iii. 3) to
the effect that there were figures of gods on the chariot of Jupiter (Ormuzd), that it was a
customary thing with the Persians to write the name of their deity on the bells of their
horses, and in this way to indicate that they were sacred to the god. He then proceeds to
show that, in the time of the prophet, the cavalry was the strength and pride of the
Persians. In his opinion the meaning is, that the glorious day would hereafter arrive when
the idolatrous nations and everything belonging to them, which had hitherto been
dedicated to their idols, Lord, but to something to be effected by Him. And this is con-
firmed by the allusion to the golden plate on the forehead of the high priest, which was



not a merely human invention, a sign that the priest had consecrated himself to God; but,
on the contrary, was the symbol of the holiness imparted by God to the high priest as the
representative of his people. This may be clearly seen from Ex. 28:38 (“And it shall be
upon Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the
children of Israel shall hallow; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be
accepted before the Lord”), where it is represented as containing in itself the objective
holiness, imparted by God, by which every imperfection in the subjective holiness was
removed, and in consequence of which the people were all regarded and treated by the
Lord as holy so long as this relation lasted, notwithstanding the imperfections by which
their holy services were all defiled. The meaning therefore is this: in that day the Lord
will adorn the horses with the symbol of holiness, which has hitherto been borne by the
high priest alone. We have thus an important truth in a priestly garb (see also chap. 9:15,
where the priestly character of the prophet peeps out again). The distinction between
sacred and profane originated with the fall. To abolish this distinction, and re-establish
the sole supremacy of holiness, was one of the ultimate designs of the divine economy of
salvation; whilst, on the other hand, the prince of this world endeavoured to exterminate
altogether the other of the two, namely, everything holy. In order to secure his purpose
more perfectly at last, the Lord allowed the two to exist for a long period side by side, that
the points of contrast might be more and more conspicuous. He set apart for himself a
holy nation in comparison with which all other nations were profane; and to this nation he
gave a law, in which the distinction between sacred and profane was universally
maintained in things small as well as great. He was satisfied for a time that only a certain
outwardly defined territory should be kept sacred as his own; since, otherwise, if the two
opposing principles were mixed up together, the evil would completely swallow up the
good. With the first coming of Christ, the ultimate purpose of God drew nearer to its
realization. The outward distinction between sacred and profane fell into the background,
because a much stronger support and aid were communicated to the former by the spirit
of Christ. Nevertheless, the two antagonistic elements still continue, and even in the
believer the good does not attain to complete and sole supremacy in this present life. The
day will come, however, when the Lord will be all in all, and when every distinction
between the holy and the unholy, every corrupt admixture of the two, and all differences
of degree in the holy itself, will come to an end (see vol. ii. p. 447 sqq.). Just as the first
clause announces the change of everything profane into a holy thing, so does the second
clause announce the abolition of the different degrees of holiness. Under the Old
Testament the bowls before the altar,—that is, the basins into which the blood of the
animals slain in sacrifice was received, and from which it was sprinkled upon the altar
and poured out at the foot of the altar,—were reckoned among the holiest of the vessels;
for of all the vessels in use these were the most directly appropriated to the holiest service
of God. On the other hand, the pots, namely, those in which the meat of the sacrifices was
boiled, were reckoned among the lowest in point of holiness. We can have no doubt that it
is to them that the prophet alludes (see ver. 21), and they were subservient to human
purposes. Even in this instance the Jewish commentators were compelled by their notion
of the perpetual duration of the ceremonial law (for a refutation of which either this
passage or Mal. 1:11 is amply sufficient) to resort to a forced interpretation in order to get
rid of the correct but unpalatable meaning. The same thought, the cessation of all
difference in the degrees of holiness, is expressed by Ezekiel in chap. 43:12, though he
employs a different figure. The whole mountain, he says, upon which the new temple
stands, is to be most holy.



Ver. 21. “And every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to Jehovah of Sabaoth; and
all they that sacrifice come and take of them and boil therein; and in that day there will
be no Canaanite more in the house of the Lord of Sabaoth.”

Just as the pots in the temple will be quite as holy as the sacrificial bowls, so will all the
pots in Jerusalem and Judah which have hitherto been simply clean, not holy, be just as
holy as the pots in the temple. In the closing words, which express the same idea as the
preceding verse, that in the new economy the profane will become holy, many understand
113 to mean dealer.®® But by far the majority follow the Septuagint, and render it
Canaanite; and in the main this rendering is greatly to be preferred. When the prophet
says, that at that time there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the Lord, it
necessarily follows that in his day there were Canaanites in the house of the Lord. But
this shows that we are not to understand the word as literally denoting a Canaanite by
birth, for even the Gibeonites, to whom many commentators, including Hofmann,
suppose that the words refer, were not to be found in the temple itself, from which all
foreigners were most scrupulously excluded. Moreover, it can hardly be imagined that
the Gibeonites, who had been received for centuries without any exception into the nation
of God, should be simply represented as Canaanites; and it is still more inconceivable
that they should be regarded as unclean. On the contrary, we have an example here of an
idiom, which is by no means infrequently met with, in which the ungodly members of the
congregation itself are either described as heathen or uncircumcised, or else directly
called Canaanites or by the name of some other heathen nation, for the purpose of ridi-
culing their arrogant pretensions in consequence of their outward connection with the
congregation. Circumcision had the force of a covenant-seal, only when accompanied by
the spiritual condition of which it was a visible sign; where this was not the case, cir-
cumcision was reckoned uncircumcision. Just as the Pentateuch speaks of a circumcision
of the heart, which was rendered obligatory by the outward circumcision of the Israelites
(Deut. 10:16, 30:6), so does Jeremiah speak of the ungodly Israelites as uncircumcised in
heart. Thus, in chap. 4:4, he says, “circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the
foreskins of your hearts, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem;” and in chap.
9:26, “for all the heathen are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised
in heart.” Ezekiel goes a step further. In chap. 44:9, he represents the ungodly priests and
Levites, not merely as uncircumcised in heart, but also as uncircumcised in flesh and sons
of the stranger. That the uncircumcised and the sons of the stranger mentioned here are
not actual heathen, as many commentators have strangely enough supposed, but ungodly
Levites, is evident, among other reasons, first, from the fact that priestly actions are
attributed to the persons alluded to, particularly the offering of sacrifices (compare ver. 7
with ver. 15): secondly, from ox >3 in ver. 10, which these commentators (e.g.
Rosenmiiller) erroneously render “also,” “however,” (aber), instead of but (sondern);
and, lastly, from vers. 15 and 16, where the announcement of the reward to be conferred
upon the pious is opposed to the threat of punishment to be inflicted upon the ungodly
priests arid Levites, Of the transfer of the name of some one idolatrous nation, which had
distinguished itself by the depth of its moral degradation, to the ungodly Israelites, the
following examples may be adduced. Isaiah, in chap. 1:10, addresses the princes of Israel
without reserve as “princes of Sodom,” and the people as the “people of Gomorrah.” In
Ezek. 16:3, we find these words, “Thus saith the Lord to Jerusalem; thine origin and thy
descent is from the land of the Canaanite; thy father is the Amorite, and thy mother a
Hittite.” The meaning of the passage before us, therefore, cannot be doubtful. It is a
parallel to such passages as Isa. 4:3, “He that is left in Zion and he that remaineth in
Jerusalem shall be called holy;” and chap. 60:21, “thy people also shall be all righteous”



(compare the history of Susannah, ver. 48).—At the same time, it cannot be denied that
the rendering dealer is to a certain extent correct. The fact that Canaanite also means
dealer, shows that the profanity of the disposition which characterized this nation was
especially apparent in the predominance of material interests. In Zeph. 1:11, where the
overthrow of the covenant nation is announced in the words “all the people of Canaan are
destroyed,” the Chaldee has very correctly paraphrased the passage thus, “totus populus
cujus opera similia sunt operibus Cananaeorum,” and it would be wrong to render it, “the
merchant people,”® as v. CoIn and Maurer have done. At the same time, it is evident
from the parallel clause, “all they that are laden with silver are cut of” (Jonathan, “divites
opibus™), that the reference is not merely to the Canaanites generally, but particularly to
their unholy love of gain. In Hos.12:7, the fallen covenant nation is spoken of in these
terms, “Canaan, in his hand is the balance of deceit, he loves to act unjustly.” “The
Phoenicians,” observes C. B. Michaelis (in loc.), as Grotius and others observe, were
@UoxpripoTot Te Kot Tp@dKTon, avaricious and cheats.” In Ezek. 17:4, it is certainly wrong
to render Canaan “merchant.” Babylon was a second Canaan (see Havernick in loc.), but
in the next clause “city of merchants” is introduced as a parallel to the land of Canaan, to
show that the Babylonians are not called Canaanites on account of their carnal disposition
in general, but on account of their carnal devotedness to trade. That this has been an
hereditary failing with the Jewish people experience teaches even to the present day; and
therefore it is very appropriate that the prophet should conclude his prophecy with an
allusion to the extermination of this evil in the days of salvation, seeing that the loss of
national independence, which causes personal interests to be thrown into greater
prominence, would make the evil stronger than ever. If, then, the Canaanites represent the
essential character of the world, from the most material point of view, this places in a
new light the purification of the temple in John 2:13-22. In its general features the latter
rests upon Malachi. But in the fact that the Lord drives out the traders from the temple as
a symbol of the reformation predicted by the prophet,—that his zeal for a reform
manifests itself on the traders in particular,—there is an allusion to the passage before us,
in combination with that of Malachi. In the purification of the temple this passage is, as it
were, placed upon the stage before our eyes; compare especially ver. 14, “and found in
the temple those that sold oxen, and sheep, and doves, and the changers of money
sitting;” and ver. 16, “make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise.”—There
were degrees in the fulfilment of this announcement; see the remarks on Isa. 4:3. By the
blood and Spirit of Christ, the material spirit received a heavy blow, and in every age of
the Church there is a powerful reaction. The ultimate fulfilment is that described in Rev.
21:27, and 22:15.

MALACHI

THE question as to the period at which the prophet wrote has been set at rest by Vitringa
(de Mal. proph. in the Olss. vol. ii.). The reasons adduced by him in support of his
conclusion, that the book was composed under Nehemiah, about the time of his second
arrival in Canaan, subsequent to the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, hardly leave any
further room for doubt. The principal reason which he assigns is the following: in
Malachi, and in the 13th chapter of Nehemiah, which is occupied with the period
succeeding his return, the same offences are referred to as common at the time, and
described in nearly the same words. Compare, for example, chap. 2:8 with Neh. 13:30,
where the sin of the nation, especially of the priests, in marrying heathen wives, is
referred to; and chap. 3:10 with Neh. 13:10-12, in which allusion is made to the neglect of
the people to bring the tithes. Of the objections offered by Hitzig, Reinke, and others, to



this conclusion, the only one which has any plausibility, is that the governor, mentioned
in chap. 1:8, does not appear to be an Israelite, and certainly not to be Nehemiah, who had
refused to take even such presents as were justly due to him (see Neh. 5:14, 15). But this
passage merely treats of forced contributions and extortions. Such a position as that of
Nehemiah can hardly be conceived of in an Eastern country without presents. And an
absolute refusal to receive them would have been a manifestation of unfeeling harshness.
The only point about which there can be any doubt is whether the public appearance of
Malachi occurred shortly before, or shortly after, or precisely at the period of the reform
movement which took place on the occasion of Nehemiah’s second arrival. The last is the
most probable supposition. It cannot be right to fix upon an earlier period, since the
strength of the abuses that had arisen is represented in Nehemiah as not in the least
diminished,—a fact which presupposes that God had left the nation to itself for some
time,—and also because a governor over the civil affairs is mentioned in chap. 1:8, as
existing at the time in the midst of the nation. A later period cannot be thought of from
the very nature of the case; and, according to Nehemiah’s own account, the steps taken by
him to effect a reformation cannot be supposed to have been altogether without effect.
Hence it is probable that the contemporaneous labours of Malachi and Nehemiah bore the
same relation to each other as those of Haggai and Zechariah on the one hand, and Joshua
and Zerubbabel on the other. The outward efforts of Nehemiah to bring about a reform
were accompanied by the more spiritual efforts of Malachi. Nehemiah cast forth all the
household stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber (ver. 8); “if ye do so again,” he threatens
the Sabbath-breakers in ver. 21, “I will lay hands on you.” He smites the men who have
taken foreign wives, and plucks off their hair (ver. 25). Malachi, on the other hand,
merely smites with the word of God. He points expressly to the judgment of God, the
beginning of which was already to be seen in the midst of the nation, and which would
continue to increase in distinctness and strength, in proportion as the germ of destruction,
which already existed, became more and more developed. A similar parallel in the
progress of inward and outward reform is to be met with on various occasions in the
history of Israel; for example, that of Isaiah and Hezekiah, and again that of Jeremiah and
Josiah. There is not a single example of a purely outward reform.

Vitringa’s views, with regard to the name of the prophet, viz. that Malachi was an ideal
name and not the prophet’s own name, have met with far less favour than those with
respect to the date at which he wrote. And yet the reasons that may be adduced in support
of this opinion are by no means weak, though Vitringa himself did not perceive them all.
In the first place, we cannot but be struck at the outset with the fact, that the
superscription contains no further information as to the prophet himself, not even the
name of his father or his birth-place. There are only two other instances of this,—both of
them in the case of minor prophets,—Obadiah and Habakkuk; though, of course, these
two parallel cases are sufficient to prevent our inferring anything with certainty from this
fact alone. Secondly, we cannot fail to be struck with another circumstance, namely, that
doubts were entertained at a very early period, as to the historical personality of Malachi.
It is very certain that the translators of the Septuagint regarded the name as merely an
official one. They render the words 2891 772, &v yeipt dyyéhov avtod. This is also the case
with the Chaldee translator, who appends to the name Malachi the words “qui alias Ezra
scriba vocatur.” Jerome, who expresses the same opinion, has certainly followed the
Jewish tradition. From these testimonies so much at least may be inferred with perfect
certainty, that tradition knew nothing of a historical person named Malachi. And this
absence of any traditional account is the more striking, in proportion to the lateness of the
period at which the prophet lived. But we may even go further with some degree of



certainty. How came it to pass that it was only in the case of Malachi, and not in that of
other prophets, the circumstances of whose lives were just as little known, that such
conjectures were ever expressed? This certainly appears to point to the conclusion that
tradition was not merely silent with regard to the existence of any prophet named
Malachi, but expressly denied that any prophet of that name really did exist. Thirdly, the
name itself furnishes the strongest argument. This would not be the case if it were
compounded of 7x7» and 737, as Vitringa, Caspari (on Mic. p. 28), and others assume.
Cases of a similar kind, in which the name and the vocation correspond, are frequently to
be met with in the Scriptures; and in many instances the influence of God in producing
this result is unmistakeable. Again, the name would prove nothing if the rendering
angelicus, suggested by Gesenius and Winer, were admissible. But the rules of the
language will not allow of either of these explanations. The first is untenable, because not
a single reliable example can be adduced of such an abbreviation of the word 7jm.’
Moreover, n7x7 >m:1 could not mean a messenger, but the messenger of the Lord, and
therefore, although the whole of the priesthood might be so designated, the expression
could not be properly applied to a single individual. The second is inadmissible, because
the words in >—, when derived from ordinary nouns, are only used to denote descent or
occupation. But a still stronger reason is, that %%z is not a proper name peculiar to the
angels, from which such an adjective as angelical could be derived; and this is
particularly apparent in the case of our prophet, seeing that he only uses the word once in
connection with a heavenly messenger, and twice of an earthly messenger sent by God.
But how could any one think of rendering *>&%7 in the superscription differently from
*Ox%71n in chap. 3:1? We have here a sufficient disproof not only of both the derivations
mentioned, but also of the untenable opinion that the name signifies “messenger,” “one
sent.” That the two are connected, whatever the nature of the connection may be, must be
at once apparent to every one. Now in chap. 3:1, the rendering “my messenger” is not
exposed to any difficulty. But if the same meaning be adopted in the heading, it would be
difficult to find any analogy to such a proper name, except the perfectly isolated name
Hephzibah in 2 Kings 21:1 (compare Isa. 62:4). And where should we find another
example of a proper name, the form of which can only be explained on the supposition
that it was given by God himself? The actual state of the case would be a very different
one if Malachi were regarded as a name which the prophet adopted for this particular
prophecy. He would then expect every one to gather the meaning from the word itself, as
found in chap. 3:1. We might imagine it preceded by some such introductory words as
these. Burden of the word of the Lord through “my messenger.” If the name be regarded
as dependent upon the passage referred to, the more precise explanation given will
necessarily differ according to the different modes in which this passage is explained. If
we understand by “my messenger” John the Baptist in his historical character, Cocceius®
is right, and the name must be interpreted as meaning, “he who has prophesied of the
messenger of the Lord,” or “he of whose prophecy ‘my messenger’ forms the sum and
substance.” If we understand the expression “my messenger” as used ideally, so that it is
simply because the idea was most perfectly realized in him, that John comes principally
into consideration whilst the labours of the prophet himself are also represented as
included in the idea, then the meaning of the name is, “he whom the Lord himself has
called his messenger.” In this case he directs attention to the extreme responsibility
incurred by those who refuse to listen to his message. He says exactly the same thing as
Haggai expresses in the words, “then spake Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, in the Lord’s
message unto the people” (chap. 1:13). The latter supposition is evidently the more
natural of the two; and no other furnishes any kind of analogy to other proper names. In
this way, too, the name of the prophet himself serves to confirm the second explanation of



chap. 3:1, of the correctness of which we shall by and by bring forward still further
proofs. Caspari’s objection, that there is no other instance of an ideal name of this
description, may be met by a reference to Agar in Prov. 30:1, and to Lemuel in Prov.
31:1. But it is very questionable whether, even in the case of the other prophets, the
names are to be all regarded as those which they received at their birth, whether, on the
contrary, many of them do not resemble the name Peter. The sacred character of the
names is so unmistakeable, and the agreement between the name of the prophet and the
peculiar character of his prophecy is frequently so striking (for example, in the case of
Jeremiah), that this assumption is a very natural one. If the name be really an ideal one, it
might be argued, in support of the opinion, that Ezra is hidden under Malachi, that the
priestly calling of Malachi is rendered probable by the excessive interest which he
manifests in the priestly order, and also that the books of Ezra and the Chronicles favour
the conclusion that Ezra took part anonymously in the completion of the canon. If it be
correct to attribute to Ezra—the only man of God who is mentioned in the Scriptures
along with Nehemiah, as living at that time—the last four anonymous Psalms, which
certainly belong to the period in which he lived, the works of Ezra would then form the
conclusion of all three departments of sacred literature, and from his entire position this is
by no means improbable.

The heading of the book of Malachi, “burden® of the word of the Lord to Israel,” is a
sufficient indication of the character of the book as containing one single prophetic
address, the tenor of which is threatening and punitive, not comforting or promising. In
the prophecy itself, this unity is manifest in the expressions employed. The charges are
constantly followed by an inquiry on the part of those who are punished, on what ground
the punishment is inflicted, and this again by a fuller explanation on the part of the
prophet (compare, for example, chap. 1:6, 7, 2:14, 17, 3:7, 8, 13). Eichhorn and De Wette
pretend that this uniformity of style is a sign of exhaustion. But if we look attentively at
the plan of the prophecy, if we observe how with all that is apparently fragmentary it
forms a closely connected whole, and how the expressions throughout are utterances of
the very sentiment against which the prophet is contending, it will assume a totally
different aspect. To regard punishments in the manner indicated here is the peculiar
characteristic of this state of mind, this Pelagian blindness, which knows neither itself nor
God. And the unchangeable character of such a disposition could not be exhibited in a
more striking manner than by the adoption throughout of precisely the same mode of
expression. The self-righteous man is thus brought distinctly before the mind. But if we
look merely at the contents of the book, his portrait presents itself on every hand. The
captivity formed an important turning-point in the thoughts and feelings of the Israelites.
Even before that event, ungodliness manifested itself in two different forms, open
infidelity, which either ridiculed all religion or gave itself up to idolatry, and a dead
reliance upon justification by works, a hope of meriting the favour of God by a tattered
and imperfect outward righteousness, in spite of corruptions and enmity to God within.
The latter disposition is depicted and opposed in the 50th Psalm and the 1st chapter of
Isaiah; but it is still more vigorously resisted in the second part, especially in chap. 58.
Previous to the captivity, the former was by far the more prevalent of the two forms of
religion. The captivity itself made a deep impression upon the nation. At first a better
state of feeling prevailed among those who returned. Haggai and Zechariah found more
occasion to comfort troubled minds than to reprove the hardened and terrify them by
severe threatenings. But it soon became apparent that with the mass of the people the
professed repentance was only hypocritical, and that corruption was still burning under
the ashes ready to burst into flames again in due time. Even Zechariah found occasion to



announce a new and destructive judgment upon Judea, as soon as the wickedness which
existed in the germ in his own day should have struck its roots and put forth branches
(compare chap. 5 and 11). The growth of these germs made rapid progress between his
day and that of Malachi. It was only upon the form in which irreligion manifested itself
that the captivity continued to exert a powerful influence. The second of the two forms
referred to now attained to sole supremacy. The people still shrank back from the open
profession of irreligion. It was not till a much later period that Sadduceeism arose by a
powerful movement from without; and even after this, Phariseeism retained its influence
unquestioned over the great mass of the nation. In its leading features the latter was fully
developed in the time of Malachi. To perceive this we need only consider the prominence
of the priestly order, the utter absence of any deep-rooted convictions of sin and
righteousness, the striving after an outward fulfilment of the law, the thirst for judgments
upon the heathen, who were regarded as the sole objects of the judicial punishment of
God, and the murmuring against God, which Calvin has so strikingly described as a
distinguishing characteristic of hypocrisy. “Thus,” he says, “are hypocrites accustomed
when God does not appear immediately with his aid, not only to express their
disapprobation indirectly, but even to break out into open blasphemies. They fancy that
God is under obligations to them, and therefore proceed with the less hesitation, yea, with
all the greater arrogance, to exalt themselves against him. On the other hand, it is a proof
of true piety when we patiently submit to the judgments of God, and as Jeremiah
admonishes us by his own example, bear his anger, because we know that we have sinned
(chap. 8:14). Hypocrites are not conscious of any guilt, since they do not examine
themselves, but rather make excuses and stupify their consciences, and therefore imagine
that God is doing them an injury, unless he comes at once to their help.”

The manifestation of this wickedness, though not its existence, was promoted by the
dealings of God with the nation. The prophets before the exile had promised an infinite
supply of blessings to such as should return. But the actual circumstances appeared to
stand out in glaring contrast with these promises. There was no Messiah; the people of
God were servants in their own land (Neh. 9:36, 37); they were governed by heathens;
and there was everywhere poverty and distress. Even to the truly pious this state of things
was the cause of many temptations; but their doubts, which they overcame by faith, did
not affect the righteousness of God. On the contrary, the circumstances in which they
were placed seemed rather to furnish proofs of his righteousness, though they led them to
despair of his grace, which they thought they had forfeited by the greatness of their sins.
Compare, for example, the prayer in Nehemiah, chap. 9, which has been described as a
parallel to the grievances referred to in Malachi—a comparison which is quite
unwarrantable, since the fact is altogether overlooked that, although the former contains
bitter complaints, they relate not to God, but to the people’s own sins. In ver. 31 we read,
“Nevertheless, for thy great mercies thou didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake
them; for thou art a gracious and merciful God;” and in ver. 33, “Howbeit thou art just in
all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly.” The
merely outwardly pious, on the contrary, could not fail to murmur against God and charge
him with unfaithfulness. For according to their views of the relation in which they stood
to God, they had really suffered wrong. Since they could not perceive that the cause of the
very imperfect fulfilment of the promises was to be found in themselves, they necessarily
formed wrong conceptions of God. A theodicee, with regard to sufferings, is only
possible from the scriptural view of human sinfulness.



We will now give a sketch of the work from beginning to end, for the purpose of showing
that the state of mind against which the prophet contends is the same throughout,
although manifested in different forms.

The first section embraces chap. 1:2-5. “I have loved you, saith the Lord;” these are the
prophet’s opening words, in which he points to the love of God as the foundation of the
complaint which follows. “Wherein hast thou loved us?” is the reply of the hypocrites,
who thus display their character at the very outset. Mistaken notions as to the mercies of
God, and ingratitude for those mercies, are distinguishing characteristics of hypocrisy.
Even the greatest of all are regarded by hypocrites as a merited recompense; and the
smallest in which the humble believer rejoices as proofs of undeserved compassion are
treated by them as a kind of offence. As a proof of the love of God, the prophet appeals to
the fact that the Lord has brought Israel back into its own land, whereas the home of the
kindred nation of Edom, which the Lord hates, is still lying waste. This commencement
of mercy was a pledge of its continuance, if only they did not by their own sins place
obstacles in the way.

A second section extends from chap. 1:6-2:9. The question with regard to their guilt, in
not reciprocating affection, is directed first of all to the priests. The principal reason for
this was, that in the time of Malachi the priests constituted the heart of the entire life of
the nation; compare chap. 2:3, where the whole nation is addressed in them. The result in
this case is a very mournful one. Instead of humbling themselves, and suffering
themselves to be stirred up to renewed zeal in the service of the Lord, by the sufferings
inflicted upon the nation at large, and upon their own order in particular, to which the
service of the Lord afforded but a scanty means of subsistence, they do the very opposite,
and in their pharisaic blindness look for the causes not in themselves, but in God. In the
blindness which is inseparable from their self-righteousness, they imagine that, since God
does not give them what is due, he cannot make any great claims upon them. Not only do
they come very far short therefore of the fulfilment of the higher duties of their office,
which the prophet expressly en forces upon them at the close, namely, to live in the fear
of God, to be the mediators between God and the nation, and to bring back many from
iniquity, they are no longer fit to discharge even inferior duties. The worst sacrifices, in
their opinion, are good enough for the Lord. Even when they offer these, they think that
they are rendering another important service to the Lord. They fancy that he cannot do
without the temple and its sacrifices. The prophet shows that the outward circumstances
of the priestly order are merely the reflection of its moral condition, and that the breakers
of the covenant are brought into affliction now by the very same means by which in
former times those who observed the covenant were made partakers of life, prosperity,
and peace. And he threatens with still greater punishment in the name of the Lord. Those
who have profaned him must be themselves profaned. In opposition to the delusive notion
that the Lord stands in need of the temple and its service, he points to the future, when the
Lord will form for himself a new and inconceivably large church from the midst of the
heathen, which will serve him with true sincerity, and when pure sacrifices will be
offered instead of those which are offered now and which are impure in his sight, because
they are offered without faith, without love, and without fear. Compare the important
passage in chap. 1:11, “For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the
same, my name is great among the heathen, and in every place incense is offered to my
name, and a pure offering; for my name is great among the heathen, saith Jehovah of
hosts.” In the expression, “my name is great among the heathen,” there is an allusion to
ver. 6, “ye priests, who despise my name.” The name of God springs out of his acts, and



therefore the announcement that the name of the Lord will become great among the
heathen points to manifestations of a glorious description on the part of God. The words
“in every place,” form a contrast to the temple mentioned in the previous verse. The wish
which is there expressed that some one would shut the temple, seeing that it is no longer a
house of God, contains at the same time a prophecy. The pure gifts of those among whom
the name of God is great, are contrasted with the impure gifts of the despisers of God, in
which he will not accept (ver. 6), because he has no pleasure in the givers. What a
wondrous insight into futurity, in the case of the prophet whose prophecies form the top-
stone of the Old Testament! To any one who had correctly interpreted them, there could
be nothing surprising in the words, “The kingdom of God is taken from you and given to
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” The only thing that could cause him surprise
must have been the long-suffering of God, which suffered the barren tree to stand for so
many years. This passage is necessary to complete the following threat of the judgment
which is to fall upon Israel. It shows that the kingdom of God does not perish when the
Lord comes and smites the land with a curse (chap. 3:24), but that this apparent death is
the pathway to true life. We have here the Old Testament foundation of the words spoken
by the Lord in John 4:21 sqq., and Matt. 8:11. In the latter of the two passages (“many
shall come from the east and from the west, and shall sit down,” etc.), even the
expressions point back to this passage.

Hitzig, Maurer, and Ewald have endeavoured to rob this section of its prophetic character,
and maintain that it relates to circumstances which existed in the time of the prophet
himself. But the simple fact that there were no such circumstances in existence in the
prophet’s days is a sufficient proof that the present is merely ideal, and that he is actually
treating of a future which he anticipates by faith. At that time the name of the Lord was
not great among the heathen “from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same” (a
standing phrase for “over the whole earth”), and incense and a pure offering were not
offered to his name “in every place.””® Moreover. the intimate connection between this
prophecy and other Messianic announcements (e.g. Zeph. 2:11, “and men shall worship
him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen;” Isa. 11:10; and Zech.
9:10) is too obvious to be overlooked, and it is only by suppressing the exegetical
evidence altogether that the passage can be severed from this connection.—Reinke (Die
Weissagung Mal. 1:11 in the Beitrage zur Erklarung des A.T., vol. ii.) agrees with us in
our Messianic interpretation, but understands the passage as referring to “the bloodless
sacrifice of the New Testament, the holy sacrifice of the mass.” He takes a false position,
however, especially as he has given a spiritual interpretation to the incense connected
with the pure offering. This he supposes to relate to prayer (p. 503); and at the same time
he even observes, “That Malachi could not refer to literal incense is evident from the fact,
that the offering and burning of incense could only take place in the holy temple,” a rule
which was quite as applicable to the meat-offering. The use of the terms relating to
sacrifice in a spiritual sense is very common in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament; in fact it could not be otherwise on account of the transparent character and
symbolical meaning of the sacrifices of the Old Testament. Compare, for example, Ps.
50:23, 51:19; Hos. 14:3; Isa. 66:20 (where the presentation of a spiritual meat-offering on
the part of the heathen is especially mentioned, just as in the passage before us); Rom.
12:1; Heb. 13:15; and 1 Pet. 2:5. Incense and meat-offering, the intimate connection of
which is attested by Lev. 2:15 (compare also Isa. 1:13), are both employed in a spiritual
sense to denote prayer’* and good works. In this connection the emphasis is evidently
laid, not upon the outward form, but upon the spirit of the sacrifice. The spiritless meat-
offerings of the Jews, the Lord had just before declared that he would not accept. The



outward sacrifice was intimately and inseparably connected with the national sanctuary
under the Old Testament (vid. Lev. 17:3-9 and Deut. 12); and therefore the expression,
“in everyplace,” coupled with the allusion to the closing of the temple in ver. 10, and with
the threat of the ban in chap. 3:24, lead to the conclusion that it is not to incense and
meat-offering in the ordinary sense that the prophet here refers. The abolition of the Old
Testament form of worship had been expressly announced even by the earlier prophets
(compare Jer. 3:16 and Dan. 9:27). It is the more apparent that there can be no reference
here to the “bloodless sacrifice of the New Testament,” since the resemblance on which
Reinke lays stress, namely, “that they are both composed of fine and pure wheaten flour
with a mixture of wine,” is a purely material one, and there is no essential connection
between the two. The meat-offering, the food to be offered to the Lord by his people, was
a symbolical representation of good works (see the Dissertation on the Pentateuch, vol.
ii. p. 530; and “The Lord’s Day.” p. 24, translation). But, according to the doctrine of the
Catholics, the “holy sacrifice of the mass” has a very different meaning.

The third section embraces chap. 2:10-16. At first sight it appears as if the prophet is
reproving one particular crime, which has an immediate connection with the corrupt state
of mind to which all the rest is directed, namely, severity and unfaithfulness towards
women. But the appearance vanishes on closer examination. The prophet traces this crime
to its original cause, to the darkening of the religious consciousness, which must always
take place where the punishment of sin is inflicted, whilst the confession of sin is
wanting; he who does not murmur against this sin will necessarily murmur against God
(Lam. 3:39). This is evident from ver. 10, which determines the genus to which the
particular crime belongs. “Have we not all one father? Hath not one God created us? Why
then is brother faithless towards brother, to profane the covenant of our fathers?” The
Israelites are children of God, spiritual brethren. Hence every violation of the duties
arising out of their fraternal relationship, such as the unfaithfulness of which the men
have been guilty towards their Israelitish wives, is at the same time a sin against God and
a profanation of his covenant. “He who loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
shall he love God whom he hath not seen?” Whoever abolishes the distinction between an
Israelitish and a heathen woman, shows by that very fact that he must, first of all, have
ceased to recognise the distinction between the God of Israel and the idols of the heathen.
This is expressly declared in the opening clause of the following verse, “Judah hath dealt
treacherously.” Unfaithfulness in connection with their earthly marriage is represented
here as the symptom and consequence of unfaithfulness in connection with their heavenly
marriage. And the latter, viz. the profanation of the sanctuary of the Lord which he
loveth, that is, of his kingdom in Israel, is mentioned as the chief cause; injustice to their
neighbour is described in ver. 13 as merely the second.

In the fourth section, chap. 2:17-3:6, the fundamental disposition, against which the
prophet is contending, is very conspicuous. They say, “Every one that doeth evil is good
in the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?”
From their own stand-point they are quite right in their conclusions respecting God. But
the prophet tells them in his reply that their stand-point is a false one. God is and will
continue to be the righteous One, and will show himself to be so; not, however, on those
whom they regard as the sole objects of his righteous judgments, but on those who are so
more than any others, namely on themselves, who in their infatuation and blindness are
longing for the coming of God to judgment. He first of all sends his messenger to warn
them and lead them to repentance. And then the divine angel of the covenant, whom they
are eagerly looking for as the supposed destroyer of the heathen, suddenly appears to



punish the transgressors of the covenant. His appearance is destructive to the wicked
members of the Church of God, but to the Church itself it is a most salutary event, a
fulfilment of the promises it has received from God.

In the fifth section (chap. 3:7-12), the prophet charges the people with neglecting to bring
the tithes and heave-offerings,—a neglect which bears witness to their inward apostasy
from God. He points out the folly of such conduct. Imagining that they are deceiving
God, they are really deceiving themselves. The curse is already resting upon them; and
yet they persist in the sin of which it is the consequence. If they will only do their duty,
the curse will soon be turned into a blessing.

This section is closely connected with the one which precedes it. What could be more
adapted to put to shame those who murmured impatiently against God, and maintained
that the continued afflictions of the covenant nation were a practical proof of the want of
righteousness on his part, than the declaration which forms the theme of this section,
“Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have
not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.” The
very thing which appears to them to be at variance with divine righteousness affords a
striking proof of its existence. We have here the second part of the reply to the question
which provoked it, “Where is the God of righteousness?” The first reply we find in the
previous section, “He will quickly appear, but to your destruction;” the second we have
here, “He is appearing already in your present circumstances.” You are already
acquainted with one side, namely, the judicial side of his righteousness; it depends
entirely upon yourselves whether you shall also become acquainted with the other side.

This section is also closely connected with the sixth or last. The words of the murmurers
against God, who are introduced as speaking in vers. 13-15, are so directly related, often
verbally, to the prophet’s own words in the foregoing section, that they can only be
regarded as intended for a reply. “Prove me now herewith (namely, by a faithful
performance of your duties towards me), saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out blessings in immeasurable abundance” (ver. 10). In
ver. 15, the opponents reply, “They (the heathen) prove God, and are delivered.” What
need then is there of proving, in the manner to which thou invitest us? Even the proving
of the heathen is sufficient. If he has not shown himself to be the God of righteousness,
when this test is applied, what are we to expect from this fresh proof? In ver. 12 they are
told, “All the heathen call you blessed, for ye will be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of
hosts;” and the murmurers reply in ver. 15, “and now we call the wicked happy.” It is the
heathen who congratulate us, the faithful servants of God; but we, on the contrary, who
congratulate those who have forgotten God. In ver. 7, the prophet says to them, “Ye have
gone away from mine ordinances, and have not observed them.” In ver. 14, the
murmurers answer, “We have observed him, and have walked mournfully before the Lord
of hosts.” Thou promisest great gain if we do this. We have done it, and what have we
gained? The same question still retains its force, “Where is the God of righteousness?”

The prophet then proceeds, after quoting these replies, which testify of the deepest
blindness, to notice first of all the conduct of those who truly fear God, and under the
form of a historical statement to warn them against taking part in expressions which are
dictated by feelings entirely opposed to their own. The truly pious, hearing the words of
those who have the form of godliness but deny its power, express to one another their
abhorrence of their conduct. The Lord will bless them abundantly, when his judgments,
which are about to break forth, shall fall upon the ungodly. The prophecy closes with an



exhortation to adhere stedfastly to the law of God; with a promise that God will send
Elias the prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes, to revive the spirit
of the law in the midst of the nation; and with a threat that he will smite the land with the
curse, if it does not hearken to the voice of the messenger of God.

We will now proceed to an exposition of the two sections, chap. 2:17-3:6 and chap. 3:13-
24.

CHAP. 2:17-3:6

PRELIMINARY EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 40:3-5

Before proceeding to the interpretation of this section in Malachi, and especially of chap.
3:1, we must enter into a fuller explanation of Isa. 40:3-5, which we merely touched upon
in a very cursory manner before. The answer which Malachi gives to those who have
ventured to impugn the justice of God rests upon this passage. And it is of the greater
importance that we should examine it here, since the New Testament citations
emphatically show that it is closely connected with the subject of the present section.

“A voice crying: in the desert: prepare ye the way of the Lord! level in the desert a road
for our God. Let every valley exalt itself, and every mountain and hill sink down; and the
steep become a plain, and the rugged a valley. And the glory of the Lord is revealed, and
all flesh seeth together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken.”

Vers. 3 and 4 form an introduction to the coming of the Lord; ver. 5 describes the coming
itself.

Are we to connect 12722 (in the desert) with the preceding words, as the translators of the
Septuagint and the Evangelists after them have done (pwvn Bo®vtog €v Tij épripw
‘Eropdoote v 080V kupiov), or with the next clause, as modern commentators for the
most part suppose? The decision of this question is of no great importance so far as the
subject itself is concerned. For even if we connect the word with the following clause, the
voice must be understood as sounding in the place in which the command itself was to be
carried out. There are difficulties connected with both explanations. The parallel term
ayna: favours the connection with the words which follow, whilst the situation of 24729
at the commencement, before the verb, favours the connection with the previous clause.
It is in any case a very unusual thing for a subordinate idea to be placed first, in such a
way as this. But here there is the less room to suppose that it is merely accidental, since
aynanis placed after the verb. 2n727 corresponded exactly to avn2a7, the order of the
words would evidently be faulty. The arguments adduced in support of both connections
retain their force, if we place an727 in a kind of independent position, between the two
clauses, as Vitringa, Riickert, and Stier have done, so that it shall belong equally to both
“a voice crying: in the desert: prepare,” etc., equivalent to, “a voice crieth in the desert,
prepare in the desert,” etc. Again x2ip 2ip is not an independent sentence, but must be
explained as a fragmentary expression arising from strong emotion, as the translators of
the Septuagint perceived. We must supply in thought some such expresssion as this,
“hark! what do | hear?”



To whom does the voice crying in the desert belong, and to whom is it directed? Modern
commentators, for the most part, maintain that the speaker is God, and that the persons
addressed are the prophets. The words, “the way of Jehovah,” instead of “my way,”
naturally excite suspicion; at the same time, the 7 in ver. 2 might be adduced on the
other side, though the change to the third person is not so harsh in this instance, on
account of »»y preceding. The question is decided, however, by 17°5%%, our God. This
shows that the voice which calls must proceed from the covenant nation itself. Gesenius
refers to ver. 6 as a proof that the voice must be the voice of God. But even there this
explanation is inadmissible, as we may see from ver. 8, “the word of our God endureth
for ever” (compare also 731 737 in ver. 7). For, if God were introduced as the speaker in
vers. 3-8, how could we account for the fact that he is invariably referred to in the third
person? The only explanation that remains, therefore, is that, in ver. 6, one servant of God
addresses another, according to the dramatic character of the whole representation.

The voice, then, must issue from the covenant nation. The question arises here, whether
the person crying can be more precisely determined. Gesenius and others reply, both here
and in other places, that it cannot be any one but the prophets. It is to them, they say, that
the appeal is made in ver. 1; we cannot think of any but a prophet who has received the
directions from God, in connection with anx in ver. 6; and, lastly, Zion and Jerusalem, the
bringers of good tidings in ver. 9, must be altered into bringers of good tidings to Zion
and Jerusalem, and these again must be the prophets. But the false materialism which is
apparent in this explanation stands out even more prominently in chap. 52:7, 8, where
atyan and o99ix, the messengers who bring good tidings, and the watchmen who stand
upon the walls and witness their arrival with joy, are both said to be prophets. If this
method of interpretation be adopted, what are we to do with the expression in ver. 9,
“Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem.” But the confession
reaches its highest point in chap. 62:6, “I have set a watchman upon thy walls, O
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night,” on which this comment is
made, “the prophet who had made intercession himself according to ver. 1 has placed
other watchmen upon the ruins of Jerusalem, who are to importune Jehovah with
unceasing supplications on behalf of the city.”

In ver. 1 it is the whole company of the servants and heralds of God to which the divine
command is issued, and it is they who here begin to carry out the instructions. As a matter
of fact, the prophets occupy a very important position in this company. But this is not the
point which the prophet at present has in view. In vers. 1, 3, and 6, just as in ver. 9, it is
with an ideal person, the messenger of the Lord (Mal. 3:1), that he has to do, and the real
individuals take part in his utterances only so far as the idea is realized in them.

When the question is once determined to whom the voice crying in the desert belongs, we
can no longer have any doubt as to the persons who are addressed. Members of the
covenant nation, furnished by God with the gifts of his Spirit, appointed as his heralds,
address the covenant nation itself. This is evident from the use of the expression, “our
God,” in a connection in which allusion is made to the God of Israel.

Having determined so much, we can no longer feel any perplexity as to what we are to
understand by preparing the way. The expression itself is a very common one. It denotes
the removal of everything that can hinder the manifestation of the Lord. But it is more
precisely denned by the fact that the nation itself is summoned to prepare a way. All the
outward preparations for the entrance of salvation belong to the Lord himself; the people
can only remove the inward obstacles out of the way by obtaining help of the Lord, and



turning to him with true repentance. It is this alone, and not something external, to which
Malachi refers; and it was this which the Saviour himself, as well as John the Baptist and
the Evangelist, discovered in the passage.

The meaning of the desert is obvious now. The people are in a state of distress, both
mental and bodily; and the latter of the two is to be regarded as merely the reflection of
the former. This condition is figuratively represented as a desert, and the figure itself is
borrowed from the circumstance that, at a former period, the nation had been in precisely
the same condition in a literal desert, not as a matter of accident, but by the appointment
of God, who selected the outward dwelling-place as a true symbol of its real condition.
The Lord is now about to bring deliverance, but in order that this may be effected, the
people must first of all perform their part. The Lord cannot prepare a way through the
desert till such a way has been prepared by the nation itself, and it is this that he sends his
servants to exhort it to do.

The connection between vers. 3-5 and vers. 1, 2 is also obvious now. In vers. 1 and 2 it is
announced to the nation that the Lord has resolved to have mercy upon it, and to bestow
upon it the fulness of his salvation. This promise is accompanied with an exhortation to
the nation to remove everything out of the way that can obstruct the course of the coming
salvation. John says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand;” the prophet, on the
other hand, though with precisely the same meaning, says, “The kingdom of heaven is at
hand, repent therefore.” Every exhortation to repent necessarily presupposes the grace of
God; and from every promise of salvation there follows an exhortation to repent. For
there is no purely outward deliverance for the covenant nation. There is a perfectly
analogous passage, for example, in Jer. 31:22. Apostate Israel is urged to return to her
lawful husband, for he is now preparing an entirely new state of things, and is willing to
receive her back, though he formerly put her away on account of her unfaithfulness.

Different opinions have been entertained as to the meaning of the closing words of ver. 5.
In the Septuagint and the Gospel of Luke they are separated from the previous clause, and
an object is supplied to 1x7: kai Syetar tdoa capé tO cotAplov Tod Oo0. On the other
hand, Gesenius and others explain it thus, “that the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken:
namely, that it came from God, when the prophets predicted the deliverance from
captivity.” Vitringa and Stier understand the expression, “That the Lord speaketh,” as
intended to represent the coming of God in Christ as primarily “a speaking.” The first is
the correct view. “For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken” is a standing phrase with the
prophet, who uses it to strengthen any previous announcement which appears incredible;
“it will assuredly be fulfilled, for it does not originate with a weak and short-sighted man,
but with the omniscient and omnipotent God (see chap. 1:20, 34:16, 58:14; and also 2 Pet.
1:21, “for prophecy came not at any time by the will of man”). “Seeing” is a term which
he frequently employs in the sense in which the Septuagint has taken it here; sometimes
with a definite object, as in chap. 52:10, from which the translators have borrowed the
words which they supply, “and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
Lord,” also in chap. 62:6, and 66:18; at other times without an object, which must be
supplied from the context, as in chap. 52:14. But even if these analogous passages did not
exist, the glory of the Lord must evidently be regarded as the object seen, from the fact
that 87 is too obviously connected with 75931 for any other explanation to be possible. The
glory of the Lord is revealed, and all flesh beholds this glorious spectacle.

But what are we to understand by the revelation of the glory of the Lord? The expression
is evidently founded upon Ex. 16:10, “And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the



whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they turned towards the desert, and
behold the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.” The glory of the Lord, his glorious
essence, of which the fire was a symbolical manifestation, was usually concealed by the
cloud, because Israel was not yet prepared for its full revelation, that is, for immediate
contact with the divine. Even their leader Moses was not; for when he asked to see God
without a veil, he was told that he could not bear the sight. But on this occasion, when it
was of especial importance to convince the doubtful and murmuring nation that God was
in the midst of it, it shone forth more vividly than usual through the cloud. And the
prophet announces here that when the journey through the desert is repeated, and the
people have prepared the way, this covering will entirely disappear. A new period is
about to commence, when God will manifest himself in a far clearer and more glorious
manner, and when the people will behold him far more distinctly, be much more closely
connected with him, and possess him with all the fulness of his blessings in a far more
literal sense than has ever been the case before.

It need hardly be remarked that the prophecy is essentially Messianic. The return from
captivity was merely a prelude and preparation of the true fulfilment. The extent to which
the glory of the Lord was revealed was exactly proportioned to the extent to which a way
had been prepared. The complete revelation was made in Christ, but the seeing was
limited to those who had prepared the way, for only the pure in heart can see God.

We now return to the prophecy of Malachi.

Chap. 2 ver. 17. “Ye weary the Lord with your words, and ye say, Wherewith do we weary
him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and he
delighteth in them; or where is the God of judgment?”

In expounding these words, the one question to be determined is, who are the persons
introduced as the speakers in this and the second section? The necessary data for
answering this question are most of them contained in the introduction. (1.) There are
many who, like Theodoret, suppose that the pious Israelites, having suffered severe
afflictions and being vexed at the prosperous condition of their ungodly countrymen, had
been tempted to utter these weak complaints, and to indulge these doubts with regard to
the providence of God. This view originated in the indefinite terms which the prophet
applies to those whose prosperity is the ground of complaint, whom he describes as
ungodly, evil-doers, and proud; the easiest explanation of which is supposed to be that the
prophet avoided the use of more definite terms from prudential considerations; since the
Persians were rulers in the land, and spies were actively employed on every hand. But a
whole series of arguments may be adduced to disprove this supposition. The
superscription of the prophecy itself, burden, is sufficient to show that the people whom
the prophet had in view throughout were not such as were tempted, and needed to be set
right with tender consolation and gentle correction, but such as were thoroughly wicked
in their hearts, notwithstanding all their outward show of godliness, and needed therefore
to be terrified with threats. We have already shown that, in all his addresses, the prophet
has precisely the same class of men in his mind. The persons, therefore, who are
introduced here as murmuring and complaining must be the same as those who are
reproved in chap. 1:6 sqq. for their contempt of God, in chap. 2:8 for their apostasy from
him, and in ver. 10 sqg. for their breach of conjugal fidelity. But even if the indisputable
connection which runs through the whole is not admitted, it cannot be denied, as we have
already proved, that chap. 3:7-12 is closely connected with the section before us, and also
with the last. But the persons alluded to in that passage cannot be the truly pious. Like



their fathers, they have forsaken the laws of the Lord (ver. 7), they have robbed the Lord
of what rightfully belonged to him, with as much folly as recklessness (vers. 8 and 9); the
land will become a delightsome land through their conversion, and only through that,
whereas now, through their sin, it is for the most part what the land of the Edomites who
have sinned against God and his congregation is altogether, a symbol of wickedness
(chap. 1:4). But even if we confine ourselves to the two sections, it will still be evident
that the hypothesis cannot be sustained. The nature of the complaints themselves does not
point to persons who are truly pious. They are essentially different both in tone and spirit
from such complaints, for example, as we find in Ps. 37, 49, 73, to which there is an
apparent resemblance. The strong expressions, “ye weary me” (chap. 2:17), and *“ye
overpower me” (chap. 3:13), lead to this conclusion. The haughtiness of fancied
righteousness, whose imaginary claims remain unsatisfied, is very conspicuous.
Moreover, the truly pious are expressly distinguished from the speakers, and contrasted
with them (chap. 3:16). That the speakers themselves, and not those of whom they
complain, are pointed out in the reply as objects of the divine judgments, is too apparent
to be overlooked. For instance, those who are represented in chap. 3:2 as unable to endure
the day of the coming of the messenger of the covenant, are the same as those who seek
him according to ver. 1. Again, the words, “I draw near to you to judgment,” form an
evident antithesis to the judgment on the strangers, for which the speakers had been
longing. “That | am the God of righteousness will very soon be apparent, not, however,
on those whom ye call evil-doers, but on you, who are the greatest evil-doers of all.”
Lastly, this hypothesis presupposes a very different state of things from that which
actually existed in the nation at the period referred to. The condition of the colony was
altogether so wretched and poor, that we cannot imagine even the wicked to have enjoyed
sufficient prosperity to tempt the pious to utter such bitter lamentations. Even apart from
the fact that the use of o°;7°%% instead of nin> leads to the conclusion that the heathen are
alluded to, and that this is still more strongly indicated in the evident antithesis, already
pointed out to the expression “all the heathen call you blessed” in ver. 12, how could the
words “they prove God and are delivered,” in chap. 3:15, possibly apply to the ungodly in
Israel?

(2.) The opinion entertained by those who imagine that the complaints are uttered by the
whole nation, which is in trouble on account of its own misfortunes and the prosperity of
the heathen, is much nearer the truth. This was the view entertained by Jerome, who was
much more correct than his predecessors and the greater part of his followers, though he
erred in this, that he failed to distinguish between weakness of faith and proud murmuring
against God, and consequently compared the complaints alluded to here to those
contained in Ps. 73. In his commentary on our passage, he says, “The people who had
returned from Babylon, seeing all the nations round about, and the Babylonians
themselves, who worshipped idols, abounding in wealth, strong in their bodies, and
enjoying all the things which are counted good in the world, whilst they themselves, who
possessed the knowledge of God, were sunk in squalor, poverty, and slavery, were
offended and said, “There is no Providence overruling the affairs of men, but all depends
upon the uncertainties of chance, instead of being regulated by the just judgment of God;
or else evil things please him best, and he takes no pleasure in the good; for if all things
are arranged by God, where is his just and impartial judgment ?” Minds mistrustful of the
future were daily asking such questions as these.” But the objections already offered to
the first explanation apply to some extent to this view also. For example, the contrast
implied in chap. 3:16 sqg. cannot be explained on this hypothesis. It would have to be
restricted, therefore, in its application to a portion of the nation, and by the murmurers we



should have to understand the great mass of the people, to the exclusion of the truly pious.
This view undoubtedly approximates very closely to the previous one, if we suppose that
the wicked mass of the people far exceeded in numbers the small band of the truly godly.
And it is apparent from chap. 3:9, where the whole nation is charged by God with robbing
him, that this was the case.

It still remains to set aside the erroneous view adopted by many expositors, who attribute
Epicurean or Sadducean opinions to the persons attacked by the prophet. No doubt the
opinions they really held were such as would eventually lead to these, if they were
consistent. But it is evident that as yet they were only in the germ, from the fact that, with
whatever unwillingness of heart it may have been done, the murmurers continued to attest
their fear of the Lord by offering sacrifices, and that among other things they fasted, and
longed for the coming of the angel of the covenant. All this shows that in the passage
before us, and in chap. 3:13 sqq., they only manifested one side of their character, that
there was still another element within them which counterbalanced this one and impeded
its development. The expression “ye weary” shows the greatness of the crime. What must
be the wickedness of words by which the long-suffering God, who has such patience with
the weakness of his people, is, as it were, overpowered, and forced to display his judicial
righteousness! On the words, “wherein do we weary?” Calvin observes, “The prophet
shows that they have hardened themselves to such an extent in their pride that they boldly
resist every admonition; for they do not ask this question as though it were a matter of
doubt, nor can we gather from these words that they are ready to be taught. On the
contrary, it is just as if they had come down armed for a conflict,—armed, I say, with
shamelessness and obstinacy, for there can be no doubt that they despised and even
denied the prophet’s appeal.”

Of the expression, “Every one, that doeth evil, is good in the eyes of the Lord,” the
explanation is contained in the remarks already made. By those who do evil we are to
understand the heathen. In accordance with the essential character of hypocrisy, the only
sin which the murmurers are conscious of is in others, not in themselves, and the sin
which appears to them peculiarly deserving of punishment is that by which they
themselves are injured. Self-humiliation under the mighty hand of God (1 Pet. 5:6), which
is difficult even to those who know the object of their sufferings, is altogether impossible
from such a stand-point as this, especially when, as was the case here, the justice of the
cause is still further strengthened by the delusion that the individual has actually claims
upon God. Moreover, it is very obvious here that the persons to whom Malachi refers are
different from the open blasphemers so frequently mentioned by the earlier prophets. See,
for example, Isa. 5:19, “That say, let him make speed, and hasten his work that we may
see, and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come that we may know
it;” and Jer. 17:15, “Behold, they say unto me, where is the word of the Lord? let it come
now.” The latter deny the existence of God, or at all events, his omnipotence, and
therefore ridicule and scoff. The former fully acknowledge his omnipotence, and for that
very reason think that they have ground for denying his righteousness. For if nothing
outward could restrain him, and they had acted with perfect uprightness in relation to him,
they might very well be perplexed as to this perfect righteousness. They murmur. The
nature of their disappointed expectations we learn still more distinctly from the following
verse, where they are described as longing for the angel of the covenant. They had hoped
that as he formerly led their fathers out of Egypt and punished the Egyptians,he would
alsocomeimmediatelyafter their return from captivity to judge all the heathen and pour
out his blessing upon Israel. And he delighteth in them. ys1, a verbal adjective, as both xin



and o*xor in chap. 3:1 plainly show. The expression appears to refer back to chap. 1:10.
The Lord there says to them, “I have no pleasure in you.” “It is true,” they reply, “thou
hast no pleasure in us, who are righteous, but thou hast pleasure in the evil-doers.”

“Or where is the God of justice?” This is equivalent to, “or if this is not the case, if God
has no pleasure in the ungodly, point out to me the facts in which the righteous God
manifests himself.” Are not the prosperity of the heathen and the misery of Israel directly
opposed to any such manifestation? ix, or, shows that one of these two things must
necessarily be true; either that God takes pleasure in wickedness, or that his righteousness
is capable of being demonstrated. But since the latter is not the case, the former must
necessarily be so. The dilemma is perfectly correct. There is no other alternative. A
righteous God, who does not display his righteousness in any way in this life, but merely
gives letters of credit which are to be honoured in the life to come, is an absurdity; at any
rate, he is not the God of the Scriptures, who will not be in the life to come anything
which he has not already been in this present life. It is impossible to declare ourselves too
decidedly in opposition to such a view as this, which can only result from the want of
inward life, namely, that for us God will first begin to exist in the world to come.
Retribution in the future is a delusion, if it does not rest upon retribution in the present.
The error in the case of these murmurers consisted in the fact, that they confidently took
for granted that the only possible reply to the question, “where is the God of justice?” was
“nowhere.” The answer was simple enough: “If he is not to be found elsewhere, he
manifests himself in your present distress, which corresponds so completely to your
moral condition; and if this is not sufficiently obvious to your minds, he will manifest
himself in future in the midst of you in such a manner, that you will cease to inquire,
“where is the God of justice?” Venema maintains that the article in voy»3 is a proof that
allusion is made to some particular and well-known judgment, which God had promised
to his people. But the article may very well be used generically, and this is confirmed by
the earlier passage on which this rests, “The Lord is a God of judgment; blessed are all
they that wait for him” (Isa. 30:18), in which the article is wanting.

Chap. 3:1,”Behold, | send my messenger, and he prepareth the way before me: and the
Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his temple, and the angel of the covenant,
whom ye desire: behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah Sabaoth.”

The allusion to the prophecy in Isaiah (chap. 40) is unmistakeable here. It is especially
apparent in °397 7277391 as compared with 77372 727 329 in Isaiah, the resemblance being
carried out even to the omission of the article from 773, which may be explained on the
supposition that 777 319 was regarded, in a certain sense, as a single word (road-making).
Our attention being attracted by this similarity in the expression, we soon discover that
the same similarity runs through the contents of the entire verse. In Malachi, the
messenger of the Lord prepares the way before him; in Isaiah, the servants of the Lord are
called upon to prepare the way. The meaning is the same in both. For it is self-evident
that it is a moral preparation for the coming of the Lord which is intended, and this is
confirmed by the parallel passage in ver. 24. But, if this be the meaning, by what other
method can the messenger of the Lord prepare the way than by calling upon those to
whom he is sent to prepare the way themselves, in other words, by crying loudly and
incessantly “repent,” 797 238? In Isaiah, the preparation of the way is followed by the
revelation of the glory of the Lord; in Malachi, by the coming of the Lord to his temple.
This agreement cannot be explained by supposing an unintentional reminiscence on the
part of the prophet, as we may clearly see from the analogous allusions to Joel in vers. 2



and 23. The following appears to us the correct explanation. The discontent of the
Israelites after the captivity was occasioned by the predictions contained in the second
part of the book of Isaiah more than by any other prophecies. It was here that salvation
was depicted in its most glowing colours; and threats were kept in the background. The
whole of it is chiefly adapted to afford consolation to the believing portion of the
Israelites. In the time of trouble, therefore, it was principally upon these prophecies that
the hopes of Israel rested. And when so little occurred to gratify their hopes after the
return from captivity, it was chiefly upon these prophecies that the charges brought
against the covenant-faithfulness and righteousness of God were founded. Now, the
unfounded character of such charges as these could not be demonstrated in any better
way, nor could the guilt be transferred from the accused to the accusers, to whom it
properly belonged, in any surer manner than by proving that they were not the people to
whom God had made such glorious promises by the mouth of his prophet. And the words
of Isa. 40:3, 4 were peculiarly adapted to afford the evidence required. If the revelation of
the glory of the Lord is preceded by the preparation of the way, the nation, in its present
condition, is not ready for the kingdom of God; and therefore, instead of murmuring
because the appearance of God is delayed, it ought rather to thank him for first of all
affording the means of repentance; and that which the nation without exception regarded
as an object of desire, ought to be anticipated by the greater part as an object of dread.
The words of the prophet, therefore, are equivalent to this, “Ye, who complain in your
considerate zeal that the Lord has not fulfilled his promises, should rather consider that,
according to his own declarations, mercy on his part must be preceded by repentance on
yours. For this he now furnishes the means, and will continue to furnish them. He will
then suddenly appear and make himself known as the God of justice, not merely by the
blessings which he will bestow upon the godly, but also by the punishments which he
will inflict upon you, the wicked members of the covenant nation.

The next question that arises is, who is *2¥72 (my messenger). The Jewish commentators
are very vacillating (compare the collection of the expositions, which has been made by
Frischmuth, De Angela Foederis, Jena 1660). Abenezra supposes the Messias Ben Joseph
to be intended. Kimchi observes: “An angel from heaven is meant, just as he says in EX.
23:20, ‘Behold I send an angel before thy face.”” Jarchi conjectures that the angel of
death is referred to, who is to be sent to destroy the wicked. Abarbanel explains the word
as referring to the prophet himself. The earlier Christian expositors were unanimously of
opinion that the “messenger of the Lord” was John the Baptist. Among modern
commentators, many, like Eichhorn, suppose either the whole body of prophets to be
intended, or some one prophet, though it is uncertain which; Hitzig and Maurer, again,
explain it as indicating the actual return of the prophet Elias.

We must first of all prove, in opposition to Kimchi and Jarchi, that it is not a heavenly
but an earthly messenger who is referred to here. This is very evident—(1) from Isaiah.
We have already seen that the voice which there exhorts to prepare the way proceeds
from the covenant nation itself.—(2) From the parallel passage, chap. 4:5. The same
person who is called in the one the messenger of the Lord is spoken of in the other as
Elias the prophet; and the preparation of a way in ver. 5 corresponds to the restoration of
the spirit of the fathers in chap. 4:6.—(3) From the evident antithesis between “my
messenger,” and “messenger of the covenant.” If a heavenly messenger were intended,
this could only be the “Angel of the Lord,” for he is called my angel, not an angel. But
the person called “my messenger” must necessarily be a different individual from the
angel of the Lord, who comes to his temple after him.—At the same time, we must not



shut our eyes to the fact that there is some truth at the foundation of Kimchi’s
explanation. The allusion to Ex. 23:20 is unmistakeable, and cannot be merely accidental,
especially when we consider that it is a journey through the desert which is spoken of
here as well as there, and the preparation of a way through the midst of the desert. It
serves to direct attention to the essential unity of the two events, notwithstanding the
difference in the persons employed. Both the mission of the heavenly and that of the
earthly messenger are manifestations of the same covenant fidelity on the part of God,
and of the same mercy to the chosen race, and therefore as God formerly sent his
messenger to conduct the people through the literal desert, so now he will also send his
messenger to prepare the way through the spiritual desert. The truth which lies at the
foundation of both is this, God not only bestows the blessing itself, but also provides the
means of obtaining possession. At the same time, the allusion to the analogous conduct
on the part of God on the former occasion also serves to direct attention to the
responsibility which would be consequent upon the abuse of his mercy on this occasion
also. The declaration which immediately follows the announcement in Ex. 23:21,
“Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your
transgression,” was also applicable to the present circumstances, and this application is
made in the next verse, and also in chap. 3:6. The mission of a divine messenger is never
without effect, it is always attended by blessings or else by the severest punishment.

If we may regard it as established that the messenger of God referred to here is an earthly
one, our next duty will be to examine the correctness of the most widely adopted opinion,
viz. that John the Baptist is the messenger intended. But our inquiry will have respect
simply to the form which this explanation usually assumes, namely, that “my messenger”
is John, regarded as a historical personage, to the exclusion of every one else. The
explanation remains essentially correct, even if we find reason to understand the
expression as denoting an ideal person, in other words, the whole company of the
messengers of God, who were to prepare the way for the coming of salvation, and make
known the approach of the kingdom of grace. For, as the idea of a messenger was most
perfectly concentrated in John, and God necessarily sent him because he had given this
prophecy, and on the other hand, dictated the latter because he would necessarily send
him, he is, and will ever be, in the strictest sense of the word, the subject of the prophecy.
It is evident, however. on the following grounds, that the ordinary form in which the
explanation is given is faulty, and that his coming was merely the culminating point of its
fulfilment, not the perfect fulfilment in itself, in other words, that the prophecy embraces
all the means by which God sought to lead his people to repentance, from the time of the
prophet onwards,—(1) This is favoured by the passage in Isaiah, upon which we have
commented already, and in which, as we have seen, “the voice crying in the desert”
belongs to the whole company of the servants of God. Verse 1, where they are addressed
in the plural, shows this very conclusively. (2) By assuming the name Malachi on the
ground of this passage, the prophet intimated that he regarded his own labours as
resulting from the thought to which he has given utterance here; although he was
certainly very far from cherishing the notion that it was fully realized in himself alone, as
we may clearly see from ver. 23. How could he ever have imagined that Elijah, the
greatest of all the prophets, had come to life again in him as an individual? (3) We have
no right to separate the judgment with which the covenant nation is threatened in this
prophecy from the rest of the threats which run through the whole book. But the
commencement of the execution of the latter was evidently to take place in the immediate
future, or rather might be witnessed already. This is obvious, for example, from chap. 2:1,
2. “And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you, saith the Lord. If ye will not



hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts,
I will even send a curse upon you, and curse your blessings, and curse them a second
time, for ye do not lay it to heart.” (Observe particularly the expression, “if ye do not
hear,” even in this case the coming of the Lord is preceded by the preparation of a way by
his messenger.) It is also apparent from chap. 3:9, “Ye are cursed with a curse, and yet ye
rob me, even the whole nation;” from ver. 10, where the windows of heaven are
represented as already closed, the blessing as already restrained; and from ver. 11, where
“the devourer” is described as destroying the fruits of the ground. Now if, according to
the view expressed elsewhere by the prophet, the coming of the Lord to judge, and
therefore also to bless, commenced in his own day and continues through every age, we
certainly must not assert, without assigning definite reasons for the assertion, that he had
in his mind merely the last and most complete fulfilment, to the exclusion of all the rest,
without which the last would have no reality at all. But if it is only so far as its perfect
fulfilment is concerned that the predicted coming of God belongs to the Messianic age,
the same must be the case with the mission of the messenger, which also precedes the
advent. (4) We must not overlook the connection between these words and chap. 2:7, 8,
“For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth;
for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have
caused many to stumble at the law, ye have corrupted the Levitical covenant.” As the
order of priests, the ordinary messenger of God, has failed to discharge its duties, the
Lord sends his extraordinary messenger, who does what they ought to have done, leading
many away from iniquity (compare chap. 2:6 with the verse before us and ver. 24). The
heavenly messenger then appears to bless or punish, according to the relation to the
covenant, and the reception given to the call to repentance on the part of the earthly
messenger. Now, if the order of priests regarded as the messenger of God is referred to as
an ideal person, we might expect this also to apply to the extraordinary messenger of
God, who is to fulfil the duties which they have failed to discharge. The prophet is
opposed to the priest; compare chap. 4:5. With this explanation the prophecy before us
embodies the same idea as that of Joel, respecting the mission of the teacher of
righteousness. In the Messianic era, its fulfilment is to be found not merely in the
appearance of John, but also in the early portion of the ministry even of Christ and his
apostles, inasmuch as this was a continuation and completion of that of John, and was
intended to announce that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, and to prepare the way for
its coming. But John is justly to be regarded as the precise object to which the prophecy
points, since the idea was not merely relatively but absolutely realized in him. He was the
forerunner of the Lord, and that alone. Whatever of Christ’s ministry therefore partakes
of the same character may be reckoned as a part of his, whilst the special work of Christ
belonged to the second promise, of the Lord coming to his temple and of the covenant
angel.”>—It is only in the Piel that has the meaning “to sweep,” “to prepare.” 777 12 is an
expression peculiar to Isaiah. We find it not only in chap. 40:3, but also in chap. 57:14
and 62:10.

That by 73787 (the Lord) we are to understand God, cannot for a moment be doubted. The
proofs of this are the following: The constant use of 737x with the article in this sense; the
fact that it is preceded by 39, before me (the person who comes here must be the one
who sends his messenger before him); the evident allusion to the question, “where is the
God of justice;” and, lastly, the expression his temple, with reference to the temple of
Jehovah. On doctrinal grounds, namely, to set aside the argument in support of the
divinity of Christ, which the earlier expositors founded upon the fact that the temple is
spoken of here as belonging to the Lord, who is identified with the messenger of the



covenant, Faustus Socinus explained 227 as meaning the royal palace. It is not difficult to
show that this is inadmissible. Ver. 3 furnishes sufficient proof to the contrary. The 5% is
spoken of there as the place for priests and sacrifices. At the same time, there is some
truth at the foundation of this erroneous interpretation, and that is our reason for
mentioning it. There can be no doubt that in this passage God is introduced as a king, and
the temple as his palace. The king has long since taken his journey (drednunocev, Matt.
21:33, compare chap. 25:14; or, dropping the figure, his presence among his people has
not been clearly manifested in blessings and punishments. He is now about to return and
inquire into the conduct of all his servants and subjects during his absence, that he may
reward and punish accordingly.

There can be no doubt as to the person intended by “the messenger of the covenant,” who
is called on other occasions “the angel of the Lord.” That we are not to identify the
messenger of the covenant with the messenger sent by the Lord before himself and with
Elias, as Hitzig, Maurer, and others have done, is evident from the order in which the
different events are narrated here; first, the messenger of the covenant comes; and then
the Lord himself and the messenger of the covenant suddenly appear; compare the term
“before” in chap. 4:5, and also the expression, “whom ye delight in,” which is parallel to
“whom ye seek.” They both point back to the words, “where is the God of justice?” in
chap. 2:17, in which this delight and desire are expressed. But even apart from this
particular allusion, the wish for a preacher of repentance to come proceeds from a state of
mind the very opposite of that which distinguishes these “just persons who need no
repentance.” Again, there would be something very unsuitable in connecting God with
his earthly servant in such a way as this. The singular X2 also indicates the essential unity
of the Lord and the messenger of the covenant. And our conclusion is still further
confirmed by the parallel passages in Isaiah, where the voice is first heard, and then the
glory of the Lord appears. These reasons are also to some extent decisive against the view
expressed by Hofmann (Weissagung. i. p. 359, Schriftbeweis) i. p. 162), that the angel of
the covenant is “An antitype of Moses, a mediator between God and the nation, through
whom God is about to enter into a new, more perfect and eternal fellowship with Israel.”
The very fact that Hofmann is the first to entertain this opinion creates a difficulty. The
Holy Spirit would have expressed himself very obscurely if this were the meaning. But it
is a sufficient reply that, according to ver. 17, the wish of the nation (the angel of the
covenant, whom ye desire) was not for the coming of a second Moses, but for the coming
of God; not for the appearance of a reformer, but for the appearance of a judge; and in
vers. 2-5 of this chapter it is not of reformation but of judgment that the prophet speaks.
A mediator by the side of the Lord, a mere counterpart of Moses, would not be
distinguishable from “my messenger,” from whom Hofmann would keep him distinct,
though his mission is precisely the same. It is more difficult to explain the name which is
given here to the angel of the Lord. Bauer and others who adopt the rendering “the
promised messenger,” in direct opposition to the rules of the language, have been
sufficiently refuted by Jahn. The “messenger of the covenant” is supposed by Jahn
himself to mean “the messenger with whom the covenant was concluded.” In his idea the
covenant referred to is the Sinaitic. The early commentators, on the other hand, are
unanimously of opinion that the new covenant is intended (Jer. 31:31), the “messenger of
the covenant” being equivalent to the “mediator of the new covenant” in Heb. 9:15. The
following is probably the correct explanation. We have already pointed out at p. 168 the
reason why the prophet does not speak of the coming of the Lord only, but also of the
divine messenger, who is essentially one with him. It is to be found, namely, in the
previous mention of the earthly messengers of God, both ordinary and extraordinary. The



divine messenger is called the messenger of the covenant, because he is sent in the cause
of the covenant, and his coming to bless, as well as to punish, is the result of the
covenant. The two earthly messengers might have been called the same. But the prophet
had a special reason for applying this term to the heavenly messenger, in the fact that his
coming had been desired by the murmurers on the ground of the covenant.”“The
covenant” does not denote one single act, but the covenant relation of God to Israel,
which extends through every age. The violation of this covenant on the part of the people,
and especially on that of the priests, was the principal theme of the previous addresses
(chap. 2:10, 11); and the violation of the covenant on the part of God was the principal
burden of the complaints of the people. The coming of the covenant angel will prove
these charges to be groundless, and demonstrate the reality of the covenant by the
punishment of those who despise it.

The question still remains, is punishment to be regarded as the sole object of the predicted
appearance of the covenant angel, as Jahn and others suppose? Certainly not. If it were,
why should the messenger of the Lord be sent before him? And with what right could the
divine messenger be called the messenger of the covenant, if he would merely do justice
to one particular aspect of that covenant? Mere punishment is inconceivable, so far as the
covenant nation is concerned. Blessing must always accompany it, or rather the
punishment itself, when looked at from another point of view, is really a blessing,
inasmuch as it removes the ungodly out of the way, and thus gives free course to the
manifestation of the divine mercy towards his purified nation. The fact that the messenger
of the covenant also comes to bless is very obvious from vers. 4 and 6. It is so again in
vers. 17, 18, and chap. 4:1, where the mercy and righteousness of God are represented as
equally manifested on the occasion of his coming. The only thing which has made it
appear as though the sole object of his advent would be to punish is the fact that, so far as
the men were concerned, with whom the prophet had immediately to do, punishment
would necessarily be the result.

Let us now briefly glance, in conclusion, at the whole result. To the people’s complaint,
that the idea of a just God is at variance with what they see, the prophet replies, God will
soon put an end to this apparent contradiction. Though he now appears to be absent, he
will soon come in the person of his heavenly messenger, and, before that, will make
known his covenant-faithfulness by sending earthly messengers. That this announcement
received its ultimate fulfilment in the coming of Christ, in whom the angel of the Lord,
the Logos, was made flesh, we need hardly stop to observe. It is also self-evident that this
ultimate fulfilment is neither to be looked for in his state of humiliation, nor his state of
exaltation alone, but that the two are rather to be regarded as constituting together an
inseparable whole. The advent of Christ in humiliation contains the germ of all the
blessings which he bestows, and all the punishment which he inflicts, in his subsequent
exaltation.—We have but one other remark to make, namely, that the emphatic repetition,
“Behold he cometh, saith the Lord of hosts,” is evidently intended to meet the doubts
expressed as to his coming, and the open denial of the same, which are implied in chap.
2:17.

Ver. 2. “And who endureth the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he
appeareth? For he is like the refiner’s fire, and like the lye of the washers.”

The answer to the question, who? is not “very few,” but “no one,” as in Isa. 53:1. The
prophet is addressing the ungodly. Appealing to their consciences, he endeavours to
convince them of the fearful contradiction between their moral character and their longing



for the coming of the Lord, which must be particularly disastrous to them. We find a
parallel passage in Amos 5:18, except that the persons alluded to there are openly
ungodly, and are merely scoffing when they express a wish for the day of the Lord to
come, “Woe to those who desire the day of the Lord! To what end is the day of the Lord
for you? it is darkness, and not light! The resemblance between the expression, “who
endureth the day of his coming,” and Joel 2:11, “The day of the Lord is great and very
terrible, and who can endure it?” (3:1%°2> *»3) cannot be regarded as accidental, especially
when we consider the fact that there is a similar verbal allusion to Joel in ver. 23. The
prophet adopts the same course as in ver. 1, and takes his stand upon the authority of an
honoured predecessor, who wrote centuries before, and announced the day of the Lord as
a disastrous event for the covenant nation itself; whereas these hypocrites looked upon the
heathen as the sole objects of the judicial righteousness of God. The term, “stand” is used
as a contrast to the falling of the guilty, when overpowered by fear and dread in
anticipation of coming events. This passage is hinted at in Eph. 6:13, “That ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand;” in Luke 21:36, “Watch,
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (in ver. 34 we find the words,
“And so that day come upon you unawares,” with evident allusion to the expression,
“shall suddenly come,” in ver. 1 of this chapter); and, lastly, in Rev. 6:17, “The great day
of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand?” These passages bear the same
relation to Malachi as the words of Malachi to Joel. They are not merely the result of an
unintentional reminiscence, but resemble a quotation, and show the esteem in which our
prophecy was held by the Lord and his apostles.

In the second half of the verse, Gesenius (Thesaurus, s.v. n>272) would change the double
figure,—the fire by which metals are refined, and the lye by which clothes are made
clean,—into a single one, on the ground that potash is employed in the refining of metals.
J. D. Michaelis had previously expressed the same opinion. But the word 29221 is a
sufficient proof that there is no allusion to any such custom here. Moreover, what ground
could we possibly have for getting rid of the second figure, seeing that it frequently
occurs in other passages (e.g. Isa. 4:4)? The two figures of the fire and the lye are
employed with a twofold meaning. Viewed in relation to the dross and the dirt, they burn
up and extirpate; but viewed in relation to the metal and the clothes, they cleanse and
refine. The former of the two is the more prominent here, as the 3> shows,’* on account of
its being the more applicable to the persons addressed.” But it is evident from the
following verse, where the refining process is introduced as a promise not as a threat, that
the prophet had the other also in his mind (compare Isa. 1:25).

Ver. 3. “And he sitteth melting and purifying silver: and he purifieth the children of Levi,
and refineth them as gold and as silver, and they become the Lord’s offering meat-
offerings in righteousness.”

The figure employed in the previous verse is still retained, but somewhat altered. There
the Lord is represented as the fire; here, as the refiner. The covenant nation has this
advantage over the heathen, that with all the admixture of dross it always retains a basis
of pure metal, and therefore can be subjected to the refining process, and also that, on
account of the covenant, the Lord must refine it. Such passages as Ezek. 22:18, “Israel is
all become dross,” are to be regarded as rhetorical, since it is there that the figure of the
smelter is most elaborately carried out. That which is true of the covenant nation as a
whole, namely, that a number of those who are outwardly members of the nation have



become mere dross, also applies to the individual believer.—aw> may either be
understood as denoting constancy,’® or as merely contributing to the pictorial character of
the whole description, like Tay in Mic. 5:4, “he shall stand and feed.” The circumstance,
that the children of Levi are specially mentioned as undergoing this refinement, may be
explained from the fact, which has already been demonstrated, that, throughout the entire
prophecy, the attention of the prophet is chiefly fixed upon them, as being at that time in
every respect the centre of the life of the nation. He had already described them as
causing many to stumble at the law (chap. 2:8), and therefore as the chief authors of the
prevalent corruption; and they had certainly been the leaders of the murmurers, to whose
words, as quoted in chap. 2:17, the prophet is here replying (compare chap. 1:13).
According to the accents, 732 37) must not be connected with the clause which follows,
but must be rendered, “they are to the Lord,” or the Lord’s, they belong truly to him
again, whom they so shamefully left, and who cast them off (chap. 1:10, 2:8). The
explanation given by Jahn, “And the Lord has such as offer meat-offerings in
righteousness, not the priests but persons generally,” has originated exclusively in the
endeavour to do away with the allusion to the priests. But even if we look merely at the
period of fulfilment, such passages as Acts 6:7 (“and a great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith”) show that there is nothing to justify such an attempt, whilst it is
also at variance with the fact that the work of the Lord, so far as the children of Levi are
concerned, is represented in the earlier part of the prophecy (that is, if we look at the drift
of the whole) as refining and not destructive. In consequence of this they now come forth
from the furnace like (refined) silver and gold; or, dropping the figure, “They are the
Lord’s offering meat-offerings in righteousness.” The last clause points back to chap. 1.7,
“Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar.” In ver. 11, the prophet had already opposed to
the polluted bread offered by the priests of his day the pure meat-offering which the
heathen would one day present; he now places in contrast with the former the righteous
meat-offerfngs of the purified priesthood.—np712 is interpreted by many as denoting the
outward faultlessness of the sacrifices. But ¥7p:7 is never used to denote mere legality, a
merely outward conformity to the commandment of God. It is true, the prophet had
previously reproached them for the outward defects connected with their offerings, but
simply because the outward reflected the inward, and was a proof of the utter want of fear
and love. The little importance attached by the prophets to outward service, considered in
itself, may be inferred from such passages as Jer. 6:20, “To what purpose cometh there to
me incense from Sheba, and the spice-cane, the good, from distant lands? your burnt-
offerings are not acceptable, and your sacrifices are not pleasant unto me.” It is evident,
therefore, that the prophet was far from thinking of the outward legality of the offerings
alone, and expected something entirely different when this glorious appearance of the
Lord should take place. The contrast between the present and the y7p:7 of the future is fully
described in ver. 5, where the particular forms of unrighteousness are mentioned. There is
a parallel passage in Ps. 4:5, “Offer the sacrifices of righteousness and put your trust in
the Lord” (see the commentary on this passage).—With the exception of several of the
Catholic theologians, who make use of this passage, as well as chap. 1:11, as proofs of the
necessity for the sacrifice of the mass,—an exposition in connection with which “the sons
of Levi” cause no little perplexity,—the earlier commentators for the most part
understand by the meat-offering the spiritual sacrifices of the New Testament, spoken of
in 1 Pet. 2:5 (“to offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”), Rom.
12:1, and Heb. 13:15, 16. But it is more correct to say that the prophet, by representing
the essence, which never changes, under the Old Testament form, leaves it undecided
whether the essential element, viz. diligence in good works and not being unfruitful,
would always be manifested in this form or not. It formed no part of his purpose to settle



this point; and the question must be answered from other passages. There is the more
ground for this explanation when we consider that it is only in its ultimate meaning that
the prophecy is Messianic, and that it was provisionally fulfilled even under the Old
Testament, when the form was indispensable. Moreover, it is evident from chap. 1:11,
that the prophet did not attribute the same eternal character to the form as to the
substance. The announcement made there, that in all places of the earth a pure meat-
offering will be presented to the Lord, involves a total overthrow of the form, the
abrogation of the stringent laws respecting unity of worship, and the cessation of the
Levitical ceremonial altogether. A great change is also implied in chap. 4:6. If the land is
smitten with the curse, the temple must also be profaned and destroyed, and the offering
of sacrifice be rendered, in consequence, absolutely impossible.

Ver. 4. “And the meat-offering of Judah and Jerusalem is pleasant to the Lord, as in the
days of old, and as in the years of the past.”

We have here the very opposite of chap. 1:10, 13, and 2:13 (compare Isa. 1:11).
According to ver. 3, the efficient cause of the great alteration, and therefore the point of
comparison between these sacrifices and the previous ones, is righteousness. This is also
apparent from chap. 2:6, where it is stated, with reference to the priestly order in the
earlier and better times, that “The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not
found upon his lips; he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away
from iniquity.” If the priestly order returns to this its former condition, and the nation
with it, after the ungodly have been cut off by the judgments of the Lord, then the former
mercy of the Lord will also return. The former mercy of the Lord. It is not without a
reason that the prophet lays stress upon this. The future will not bring anything absolutely
new to the covenant nation. The change is merely an drokatactéoic (Acts 3:21); and the
guarantee of the reality of the promise is to be found in that which has existed already. If
the former state of things resulted from the nature of God, whenever in the future the
same circumstances should return again, his nature would necessarily be manifested in
the same way (compare Isa. 1:26 and Lam. 5:21). The thoughts of the prophet were
directed more particularly to the time of David, possibly also to that of the patriarchs, and
the earlier years of the sojourn in the desert (Jer. 2:2). The complete fulfilment of the
prophecy contained in this verse is still future, and belongs to the period referred to in
Rom. 11. The judgment predicted in the previous verses is still to be witnessed in all its
fulness. The fruit of the judgment, repentance and mercy, must still to some extent be
patiently waited for; at the same time, a striking commencement has been made, and the
fulfilment is still going on under our own eyes.

Ver. 5. “And | come near to you to judgment; and am a swift witness against the
sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against those who swear to a lie, and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn
aside the stranger, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.”

The means in God’s hand for bringing in this better time are the infliction of judgment
upon those who are longing for judgment, in the vain delusion that it has no connection
with them, and who murmur at its delay. “The meaning of the prophet is by no means
ambiguous. His design is to point out to them the perversity of their complaints with
reference to God, seeing that they themselves are apostate, addicted to impure lusts, cruel,
avaricious, and faithless, and therefore have deserved to perish a hundred times” (Calvin).
That the prophet is not speaking of a judgment which was simply future, but of one which
had already commenced, and which would still continue to increase, keeping pace with



the increase of sin until it reached its culminating point, is so very obvious that many of
those who are of opinion that vers. 1-4 must necessarily be understood as relating to
something absolutely future; for example, Abarbanel and Venema are unable to discover
any other escape from the difficulties in which this involves them than by forcibly
disconnecting this verse from the others, and explaining it as relating to a totally different
judgment from that mentioned in vers. 2 and 3, notwithstanding the fact that the prophet
speaks throughout of only one judgment, both present and future. That the coming to
judgment had already commenced is especially evident from the following section, which
is closely connected with the one before us, and where the expression occurs, “ye are
cursed with the curse” (ver. 9); compare also ver. 11, where the devourer is spoken of as
existing already. To this we may add the term 2311, speedily, in which there is evidently
a contrast intended to the tardiness and delay with which the murmurers had been
charging God.

The words are addressed to all the murmurers, to the whole body of the ungodly, as we
may perceive from the evident allusion to chap. 2:17. In their own fate, God will so
clearly prove himself to be the God of justice that the complaint “he delighteth in the
wicked,” and the inquiry, “where is the God of justice?” will never be heard again. The
witness of God against the sorcerers, etc., is not limited to words. The punishment that
awaits them will bear witness to their guilt, which they have so carefully concealed that
they have even gone so far in their presumption as to invoke the judgment of God. The
particular crimes alluded to which are traced in conclusion to one fundamental sin in the
words “they fear not me,” are all such as were severely punished under the Mosaic law;
and the prophet intentionally employs the words of the law in nearly every instance.
According to the law, witchcraft was a capital crime (Ex. 22:17 and Deut. 18:14). The
extent to which the Jews were impregnated with it after the captivity is apparent from
such passages as Acts 8:9, 13:6, and also from Josephus, Antiquities, 20. 6, and Wars of
the Jews, 2.12. 23). In chap. 2:10-16, the prophet had already characterized as adultery
the marriages which had been contracted with heathen wives, and the consequent wrong
done to the women of the covenant nation, and also the frivolous pretences on which
wives were divorced. When these, the more refined species of adultery, are common, the
grosser kinds are never rare. In the words, “and those who swear to a lie,” there is an
allusion to Lev. 19:12, “And ye shall not swear in my name ("% %) to a lie,” that is, so
that your oath bears the character of a lie, in other words, is false. In the expression, “and
those that oppress,” etc., there is a reference to Deut. 24:14. The only other passage in
which the verb is followed by the accusative of the thing, as in this instance, is Mic. 2:2;
in every other case we End the accusative of the person. A rendering is therefore required
which, though it be applied poetically to the thing, refers, strictly speaking, to the person.
In the passage before us, the latter is mentioned afterwards; in Micah, it is written first.
“And turn the stranger;” the allusion here is to Deut. 27:19 and 24:17. We must not
assume, on this account, as many commentators have done, that vaw», which occurs in
these passages, is also to be supplied here. v may be applied to the person as
appropriately as to the right; compare Amos 5:12 (“they turn the poor in their right”), and
Prov. 18:5. The law breathes the tenderest affection towards “the stranger,” that is,
towards the foreigners who lived in the midst of the Israelites; and the term is employed
in the widest sense, not merely to denote those who had been incorporated by
circumcision into the covenant nation itself, but those also, who. were not so closely
connected with the nation (for the former, see Ex. 12:19; and for the latter, Deut. 14:21).
In this we have the strongest proof that the charge brought against the religion of the Old
Testament, of odium humani generis, is unfounded, and that the special love towards their



fellow-countrymen, which is there enjoined upon the Jews, is not intended to exclude, but
rather to prepare the way for the love of all mankind. Thus, in Ex. 23:9, it is said, “And
thou shalt not oppress the stranger, for ye know the feelings of the stranger; for ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt.” The words, “and fear not me,” ought properly to stand at
the head, as showing the source of all the other sins. But the prophet places it last,
because he has to do with hypocrites, to whom it is necessary to show the corrupt state of
the tree from the corrupt character of the fruit.

Ver. 6. “For | am Jehovah, | change not; “and ye children of Jacob, ye are not
consumed.”

*> must be regarded here as a causative particle. The attempts which have been made to
fix some other meaning upon the words are to be accounted for on the ground that the
commentators have failed to observe bow every judgment upon the people of God, and,
according to Rom. 11, even the last and severest, the effects of which continue still, is
also an act of mercy. There is the less reason to be astonished at the prominence given to
this aspect here, from the fact that it has already been mentioned in vers. 3 and 4. That
emphasis is laid upon the meaning of the name, in the words, “l am Jehovah,” is evident
from the next clause, “I change not.” The name Jehovah (properly Jahveh, the future of
the verb i, the earlier form of v, “he is,” or “the existing one”) represents God as pure
existence, in contradistinction to every created object, the existence of which is always
comparatively a non-existence. Pure existence leads to immutability of essence. Because
God is, he is also that which he is, invariably the same (compare Ex. 3:14, and
dissertation on the Pentateuch, vol. i. p. 231 sqqg.). And from the immutability of his
nature there follows of necessity the immutability of his will, which is based upon his
nature. If then God has concluded a covenant with Israel, if he has sealed its election, he
must cease to be Jehovah and therefore to be truly God if he suffer Israel to perish; and
just because he is and remains Jehovah, the existing one, the unchangeable, he is now
executing judgment that he may preserve the covenant nation from destruction.—Again
the words aip?5 R are also explanatory of the expression, “sons of Jacob,” as >y & > of
the name of Jehovah; and, therefore, the meaning would be just the same, if nothing more
had been said than, “for I am Jehovah and ye are the sons of Jacob.” “Sons of Jacob,” is
an emphatic expression for “the covenant nation’ (compare Ps. 24:6). Such individuals as
are sons of Jacob in nothing but appearance and the name, the faithless children (Deut.
32:20), the souls which are cut off their nation for having made the covenant of none
effect, not only can, but must be destroyed by the judgments of God; but the whole nation
can never be destroyed. For parallel passages relating to the immutability of Jehovah in
general, see Num. 23:19, “God is not a man that he should lie; neither the son of man that
he should repent; hath he said and shall he not do? or hath he spoken, and shall he not
execute?”—1 Sam. 15:29, “Also the Eternity of Israel lieth not, nor repenteth; for he is
not a man, that he should repent;” and James 1:17, “With whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.”—~Parallel passages relating to the indestructible character of
Israel, as founded upon the immutability of Jehovah, we find in Jer. 30:11, “For | am with
thee, saith the Lord, to save thee; for | will make a full end of all the heathen, among
whom | have scattered thee, but | will not make a full end of thee:;”’" Lam. 3:22, 23; and
also Rom. 11:29, where it is stated with reference to Israel, “The gifts and calling of God
are without repentance.”



THE SECTION-CHAP. 3:13-4:6

Ver. 13. “Ye force me with your words, saith the Lord, and ye say; What do we say, then,
against thee?”

P17 with 9y; to be strong over a person, always in the sense of forcing, overpowering
(compare, especially, Ex. 12:33; Ezek. 3:14; 2 Sam. 24:4; and 2 Chron. 27:5). The
rendering to be heavy, hard, troublesome, which the commentators have generally
adopted here, is not confirmed by the usages of the language. The use of the word y>3i71 in
chap. 2:17, which precisely corresponds, is sufficient to lead us to prefer the rendering “to
force.” In relation to his people, God is merciful, gracious, long-suffering (Ex. 34:6). He
restrains his wrath (Isa. 48:9); but they carry their wickedness to such an extent that at
length they exhaust his patience.—p271 is expressed in Ezek. 33:30 by “they speak one
to another, every one to his brother.” That we are to think of conversations is obvious, not
merely from the form of the word, which cannot mean directly “to say,” but also from the
words cited in the present verse, in vers. 14, 15 of this chapter, and also in chap. 2:17.
They do not speak to God, but they speak to one another about God. This is also apparent
from the corresponding words of the godly, which are in the form of a conversation, as
the expression “one to another” clearly shows. The reciprocal meaning of the Niphal is as
easily explained as the reflective. In both cases the action alone is expressed. The persons
engaged must be supplied from the context.

Ver. 14. “Ye say: It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we keep his keeping,
and go about dirty before the Lord of hosts.”

The words ¥nnwn 2 followed by a genitive—a construction which occurs with
extraordinary frequency in the Pentateuch, and has also been borrowed from it by the
later writers (see Ezra and Chronicles), who have used it very often, but which is very
rarely met with in any book belonging to the intermediate period—has been variously
misinterpreted. The difficulty of deciding upon the correct interpretation, may be seen in
the fact that one rendering is adopted in one passage, and a different one in another,
although in the case of so very singular a phrase nothing but the most cogent reasons can
justify the conclusion that the expression is employed in different senses. Gesenius, De
Wette, and Rodiger explain the word nnwn as signifying in most passages law,
command, custom, and understand the whole phrase as meaning “to observe what ought
to be observed towards any one.” But Josh. 22:3 is quite sufficient to show the
incorrectness of this (“and ye shall keep the keeping of the commandment of the Lord
your God”). Compare also 1 Chron. 12:29; Num. 3:6; Ezek. 40:45; Lev. 1:53, 18:3-5. The
true explanation is undoubtedly the following. n2»wn» means observance, notice, care.
See, for example, Num. 18:8, “Behold I give thee the observing of my heave-offerings.”
“To observe the observance” of a person or thing, is to attend to the on£ or the other.
This meaning may be applied in every instance. A few examples, taken from the different
classes, will suffice to show this. In Gen. 26:5, we read “Because that Abraham
hearkened to my voice and attended to me, to my commandments, to my ordinances, and
to my laws” (compare Lev. 8:35, 18:30, 22:9; Num. 9:19, 23; 2 Chron. 23:6, “Let all the
people attend to the Lord,” and from fear of him abstain from forcing their way into the
holy places); and 1 Kings 2:3. In 1 Chron. 12:29; “and hitherto the greater part of them
had attended to the house of Saul” (compare katavogiv Heb. 3:1). In Num. 3:6-8, “Bring
the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister
unto him, and they shall attend to him and to the whole congregation before the tent of



assembly, that they may do the service of the tabernacle, and they shall attend to all the
furniture of the tent of assembly, and attend to the children of Israel.” In Ezek. 44:8,
“And ye have not attended to my holy things, but ye appointed persons to attend to my
holy things.” See also vers. 14, 15, chap. 40:45, 46; 1 Chron. 23:32; Lev. 1:53, 18:4, 5;
Num. 18:3-5.

o°377p, dirty, refers to the outward appearance while fasting. It relates not merely to the
clothing, but also to the face (compare the commentary on Ps. 35:14). The expression
employed in the Pentateuch to denote fasting is ww9; 13y, to chastise the soul; oz with its
derivatives is never found in the Pentateuch. By self-humiliation and self-inflicted
sufferings, a practical confession was made of the consciousness of sin and the desert of
every kind of punishment. In this instance, reference is especially made to voluntary
fastings, whether on the part of the whole nation or of individuals, in which the notion of
merit was uppermost. Allusion is made to voluntary suffering even in the Mosaic law
(Num. 30:14), in which the only fast expressly commanded is the one associated with the
day of atonement (Lev. 16:29-31), though voluntary fasting is also indirectly enjoined.
For since it requires penitence for every sin, and fasting was at that time so universally
the form in which penitence was embodied, that it was scarcely possible to think of the
thing signified without the sign, the latter was virtually included in the law which
enjoined the former.—i» cannot be used as a simple equivalent for 395. Fasting is
represented as proceeding from the face of the Lord, because it is undertaken for his sake,
and for that very reason the people regard it as unjust that they reap no benefit from it.—
So far as the meaning of the whole verse is concerned, we must not look for the
indication of a wicked disposition in the words, “what profit have we?”” The demand for
that species of resignation, which is superior to all the alternations of joy and sorrow, may
do very well for modern philosophers, to whom God is absolutely restricted to the world
to come, but is not in accordance with the Scriptures, which merely teach us to expect the
manifestation of the omnipotence, the justice, and the love of God in the future, because
they are already manifested here. “Godliness,” says the apostle in 1 Tim. 4:8, “is
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come.” And where this promise is apparently not fulfilled, where the state of things which
meets the eye appears at variance with it, we frequently hear sounds of complaint even
from true believers, which outwardly resemble the expression cited here, though they do
not partake of the same sinful character. Compare, for example, Ps. 73:13, “Verily | have
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.” The sinfulness of the
whole appears to have consisted in the delusion, that the merely outward service, which
was bad enough in itself, judging from the prophet’s previous reproaches, was true
worship, and that their fasting was true fasting, though it was nothing but an empty form,
a body without a soul. “They fancy that their life is conformed to all the precepts, and yet
they have not observed a thousandth part. . . . This is no common thing in connection
with the worship of God, to lay aside all pride and give up all vain confidence, and walk
humbly before him. But hypocrites copy, like monkeys, the things which God requires
and approves. The change of heart, however, is entirely overlooked” (Calvin).

That we are correct in the observations we have made, is evident from a comparison of
Isa. 58, which the prophet certainly had in his mind, as we may gather from the allusions
apparent in other passages also. If this fact be once admitted, the opinion that the prophet
was writing of those who were truly godly—an opinion which there are many other
reasons for rejecting—is at once overthrown. The reproaches of Isaiah are generally
directed against the one leading form of apostasy which prevailed in his day, namely,



idolatry; but in this instance he attacks the other form, which was afterwards formally
organized in Pharisaism, and in this shape gained entirely the upper hand. Even their
fasting was the outward work on which the greatest reliance was placed, and by which the
consciousness of the emptiness within was most completely extinguished. This was
perfectly natural; for of all outward works fasting was the most painful, and therefore
assuming the absence of any confession of sin, and the want of any correct idea of the
holiness of God, which is closely related to it, it is with this that the false notion of merit
is most readily associated. Malachi leaves the pretenders for the most part to their own
consciences, which he endeavours to awake from their slumbers by announcing the
judgment of God; but Isaiah fully exposes the folly of this delusion, “Cry with the throat,
spare not; show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. And they
inquire of me daily, and desire to know my ways (my acts which appear to them
incomprehensible), as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of its
God; they ask of me judgments of righteousness, (compare chap. 2:17), “‘where is the God
of justice?’ they desire (3o, compare 2°¥d1 aAR-WY, chap. 3:1), a drawing near on the
part of God (compare chap. 3:5, “and | draw near to you to judgment’). Why do we fast,
and thou seest not; chastise our soul, and thou knowest not? Behold, in the day of your
fast ye find your pleasure (the reality is the very opposite of the idea implied in w93 n3y
nay, ‘afflicting the soul;’ the rendering, ‘ye carry on your business,’ is not only at
variance with the usages of the language, but also distorts the sense); and ye oppress all
your dependents,” etc.

Ver. 15. “And now, we call the proud happy; they that work wickedness are built up, they
tempt God and yet escape.”

The allusion to ver. 12 has already been pointed out; and this allusion is a sufficient proof
that by the o>71 we are to understand the heathen (Isa. 13:11). They are built up; that is,
they prosper. Compare Jer. 12:16, 17 and Ex. 1:21, “And it came to pass, because the
midwives feared God, he built them houses.” It is probable that the murmurers had the
latter passage more particularly in their mind. How can God still continue to be God? In
former times he built houses for those who feared him; and now for those who proudly
despise him.—A comparison of ver. 10 will show us what sense we are to attach to the
expression tempt God. The prophet had then called upon the nation to test God by true
righteousness, and see whether he would not bestow his blessing upon them, and prove
himself to be the God of justice. What necessity is there, the murmurers reply, for this
test, so far as we are concerned? The heathen have already applied such a test. They
devote themselves, as it were intentionally, to the task of bringing out the righteousness
of God by means of their sins. Now if God is not affected by the test they apply, if he
does not manifest his righteousness by punishing them, what reason have we to expect
that he will prove himself to be the God of justice by bestowing blessings upon us?

Ver. 16. “Then they that feared God conversed one with another, and the Lord listened
and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for those who fear the
Lord and think of his name.”

The conversations of the truly pious handful, in defence of God, are here opposed to the
charges brought against him in the conversations of the ungodly, mass of the people (the
whole nation in ver. 9), who thought themselves religious. ¥, then, shows that the former
were occasioned by the latter, and are here contrasted with them. The substance of what
they said is sufficiently indicated by this contrast, and there was the less necessity for any
verbal account of their creed from the fact that it must have been essentially the same as



that of the prophet himself. They said the same as Peter in similar circumstances during
the closing period of the Jewish state, when the spirit of murmuring had not only reached
its height among the Jews, but had even extended from them to the weaker Jewish
Christians. Compare 2 Pet. 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness, but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance” (see also vers. 15 and 17). Since, then, the
substance of the conversation is sufficiently determined, we have no reason to attribute to
the prophet a citation of the very words, as has been done by as v. Til, J. D. Michaelis,
Schmieder, and others, who render the verse thus: “On the other hand, they that fear the
Lord say among themselves, Jehovah observes,” etc. That this is incorrect is sufficiently
evident from the fact that a new address never commences with a future with vav
conversive. Moreover, it is self-evident that we have here an injunction to such as were
pious, clothed in a historical form. The prophet, by describing what they have done,
shows them what they are to do, and that in a more emphatic manner than if he had
merely expressed it in the form of a command. He clearly shows that no injunction is
really required; that faith, from its very nature, expresses itself in this way; and that he
who does not speak thus must renounce all claim to the possession of faith.—The promise
is also clothed in a historical form as well as the injunction.—The figure employed, the
writing in a book of remembrance before the Lord, may be explained from the custom of
the Persians, to enter in a book the names of all such persons as had performed anything
meritorious in the service of the king, along with an account of the peculiar services they
had rendered, that they might in due season receive their reward. (With Esth. 6:1,
compare Dan. 7:10, and Ps. 56:9.)

Ver. 17. “And they shall be to me, saith the Lord of hosts, in the day which I create, for a
possession; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his son who serveth him.”

The reason is here assigned for the entry in the book of remembrance. According to the
accents (for example, the Munach under vw:1, which indicates a connection with the
following words), the words ought apparently to be rendered, “And they shall be mine in
the day when | create a possession.” This rendering undoubtedly furnishes a very good
meaning. It gives peculiar prominence, in harmony with ver. 18, to the fact that the design
of the great day, which is coming, will be to create a 11739, to erect a wall of partition in
the midst of Israel itself, and not merely between the whole of the Israelites according to
the flesh and the heathen world, as these hypocrites anticipate. But the other construction,
“They shall be to me for a possession, in the day that I create,” which is adopted in the
Septuagint kai €covtai pot gig Nuépav fv €yw mold €ig mepumoinotv), is undoubtedly
sustained by the earlier passage, upon which this is founded, Ex. 19:5, “and ye shall be to
me a possession,” etc.; and also by chap. 4:3, where there is a similar allusion to the day
which the Lord creates.— 1730does not mean a possession in general, but one of peculiar
worth, and highly esteemed, strictly speaking, what is treasured up and laid by, a treasure;
compare Eccles. 2:8, “I gathered me silver and gold, and a treasure of kings and
provinces.” (Even the word nepiovoiog, which is frequently used as an equivalent to
Segullah in the Septuagint and New Testament, does not mean proprius alicui, peculiaris;
the Gloss. in Oct. is perfectly correct, neplovoiov, e€aipetov, literally “what is over,”
“what is stored up,” compare Bengel on Titus 2:14.) In the passage before us, there is
evidently an illusion to the passages in the Pentateuch, in which %30 is used of Israel in
contrast with the heathen, for example, Ex. 19:5, “Now therefore if ye will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, ye shall be to me a %39 out of all nations;” Deut 7:6, “For
thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be to



him a people of possession out of all nations that are upon the earth;” and Deut. 26:18 (cf.
Ps. 135:4). As God at that time made Israel a Segullah out of all nations, so does he now
make the true Israel a Segullah out of the whole of Israel according to the flesh, or rather
he points out, as his Segullah, those who alone have always been so. For the expression,
“if ye will hearken to my voice and keep my covenant,” is a proof that the new exaltation
to the position of a Segullah, which is predicted here, is to be regarded as merely the
continuation of the former condition, and that the ungodly, strictly speaking, never did
form a part of the Segullah at all. In the word “if,” the prophecy which is here plainly
announced is already implied. According to this, God can just as little allow that those
who fulfil the required conditions should continue to be deprived of the promised
blessings on account of their connection with the others, as that those who fail to fulfil
these conditions should be treated as part of the Segullah) for the sake of such as are
faithful. After the preparatory siftings, which run through the whole course of history,
there must at last come one grand sifting, when the uncircumcized in heart will be mixed
up with the outwardly uncircumcized (compare Jer. 9:24, 25), whilst the true children are
fully installed in all the rights of children. This great division tookplace at thecomingof
Christ. The expression “to spare,” in the sense of to manifest tender affection, is evidently
used as a contrast to the treatment of those who are not children, and therefore are “not
spared.” A similar antithesis, implied, but not expressed, is found in 1 Sam. 23:21, where
Saul says, with reference to the unsparing conduct of others towards the Ziphites,
“Blessed be ye of the Lord, for ye have spared me.” The expression “that serveth him” is
peculiarly emphatic here. If the love of the father is to be manifested in all its strength,
there must be something more in the son than a merely physical descent, which is simply
the first foundation of the connection between father and son. He must assume the
character of a son by an act of free will. The same rule was applicable to Israel in its
relation to God. Admission to the family of God by circumcision corresponds to physical
descent. Many relied upon this, and fancied that nothing more was wanting to constitute
the ground of a claim upon fatherly treatment on the part of God. But the prophet shows
that if what had been merely received continued outward alone, it would not only not
support any claims at all, but would rather tend to heighten responsibility, and render their
ultimate retribution the more unsparing.

Ver. 18. “And ye will see again the difference between the righteous and the wicked,
between Mm that serveth God, and him that serveth him not.”

The evident allusion to the complaint of the murmurers, that God made no difference
between the righteous and the wicked, a distinction which, in their estimation, coincided
with the division between the nation of Israel and the heathen, is a proof that the
hypocrites are here addressed. “Ye will discover that your complaint is unfounded, but ye
will find it out to your shame.” The expression *“ye return” refers to similar distinctions
that had already been made, for example in Egypt (Ex. 11:7, “That ye may know how that
the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel”), and to which the
hypocrites appealed, as proving that God could not be God now, seeing that no traces of
such a distinction as this could any longer be found.”® —3 is regarded by most
commentators as a noun (difference). But among the whole mass of passages in which 2
occurs, it would be difficult to find one in which it must be taken as a noun. (In Isa. 44:4,
the meaning of 122 is in the meantime, and in 1 Sam. 17:4, the preposition is merely
treated as a noun.) The rendering “between” is also perfectly suitable here. “We do not
see,” say the murmurers, “what ‘between the righteous and the wicked” means.” “The
time will come,” replies the prophet, “when ye will see once more the between, in relation



to the righteous and the wicked.” In a similar manner, a grand division, in the midst of the
covenant nation itself, is announced by Isaiah in chap. 45:13, 14, “Behold, my servants
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty:
behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: behold my servants shall sing
for joy of heart, but ye shall howl for vexation of spirit” (compare Dan. 12:2). In its
fullest sense, this division will only take place in the future state (compare the description
in Matt. 25:31 sqqg., which embodies the same idea, and therefore is essentially the same).
But as surely as God not merely will be, but from all eternity and through all ages is, the
God of justice, so surely must the fanning of the floor, the burning of the chaff, and the
gathering of the wheat into the barn, be carried on in every age.

Chap. 4:1 (chap. 3:19). “For, behold, the day cometh burning as an oven; and all the
proud, and every one that doeth wickedness, shall be stubble: and the coming day burneth
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, who will not leave them root or branch.”

In the previous verse, a great division was announced to be made between the righteous
and the wicked. “We have here a description of the judgment upon the wicked, and the
blessings upon the righteous, by which this division will be followed. Commentators
differ as to the day alluded to. “Some suppose the prophet to refer to the last and general
judgment, others to the particular judgment inflicted upon the Jews by the Romans, and
others again to both” (Venema). But even if we adopt the last explanation, which
embraces the other two, we shall still come short of the whole truth, just as they do who
entertain the same view in connection with the declaration made by Christ in Matt. 24
and 25. For what right have we to exclude the striking examples of the fulfilment of this
prophecy, which are to be met with in the centuries that intervened between the utterance
of the prediction and the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, such, for example, as
occurred in the time of the Maccabees, when the avopot, mapdvouot, Epyaldpevol tnv
aducidc, doePeic, avdpeg hooy, as they are called in the book of Maccabees with evident
reference to this prophecy, learned by experience the truth at which they scoffed, that
God is the God of justice? Or what ground have we for passing over the constant
fulfilment which runs through the whole of this period, though imperceptible except to
the eye of faith, including the manifestation of the righteousness of God m the fate of
particular individuals? Or, lastly, what right has any one to look upon the entire period
between the destruction of Jerusalem and the judgment day as having no connection with
this prophecy, just as if the first and last leaves had been written with the finger of God,
and the rest had been left a perfect blank? The judgment of God upon the bad seed, the
dead members of his Church, is here depicted. But his Church is one and the same in
every age; and therefore the prophecy cannot be regarded as terminating with the
commencement of the New Testament times. The fulfilment both commences along with
the object especially referred to, namely, judgment, which is never very far off, and also
keeps pace with judgment through all ages to the end of the world. It is seen most
conspicuously, though not exclusively, at the close of the two economies (at that of the
latter so far as it is a kingdom of grace).—With reference to 37, Calvin says, “He calls
the attention of the Jews, as it were, to something actually present, that they may perceive
that the judgment of God is not far off, but is already threatening their own heads.” The
life-giving sun is opposed in the following verse to the destroying fire. 931n3, “as the
(burning) oven,” serves to strengthen the announcement. In the furnace the fire burns
more fiercely than in the open air. Fire, consuming chaff and stubble, has already been
used by Isaiah (5:24) as a figurative representation of the fate of the ungodly. “The
proud” and “they that do wickedness” are evidently introduced with special reference to



ver. 15: “Ye to whom this pre-eminently applies, not those whom ye have so designated.”
qYX is not to be referred to the Lord, but to the coming, day. We find the same antithesis
“root and branch” in Job 18:16. The tree in this instance, as in Amos 2:9, is a figurative
representation of the nation generally, or of the whole body of the ungodly.

Ver. 2 (chap. 3:20). “And upon you, that fear my name, the Sun of righteousness arises,
and healing is under his wings, and ye go out and skip like fattened calves.”

The Sun is righteousness itself. It is compared to the natural sun, because, though now
obscured, it will then shine brightly, but more especially because it will so thoroughly
invigorate those that are cast down. It is not subjective righteousness, but the
righteousness imparted by God on the ground of this, which is an inseparable attendant of
salvation; or rather, strictly speaking, it is salvation itself, though from a different point of
view, namely, regarded as actual justification and acknowledgment as righteous.
Compare, for example, Ps. 132:9, “Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and let
thy saints shout for joy.” We must not regard it as meaning, in this instance, justification
in the sense of the forgiveness of sins. This would be at variance with the entire context;
for here the judgment is spoken of, the great division to be made between those who are
already righteous and those who are still wicked (compare ver. 18). A reference to the
forgiveness of sins would be as much out of place here as in Matt. 25:31 sqq. The
righteousness mentioned here corresponds rather to the droAdtpwoic in Luke 21:28, with
which the reign of appearances is brought to an end, the harmony between the outward
and inward restored, and every secret thing brought to light, whether it be good or bad.
The fathers, from Justin downwards, understood by the Sun of righteousness, Christ
(Suicer, p. 1320), and they have been followed by the majority of modern
commentators.” This explanation is on the whole well founded. According to chap. 3:1,
he through whom the godly are to become partakers of righteousness, with whose coming
the Sun of righteousness rises, is the Angel of the Lord, the heavenly mediator of the new
covenant, who fulfils its promises and threats, the Logos. But two things are to be
observed in connection with this explanation. (1.) Its supporters discover here a distinct
allusion to the person of Christ; he is said to be himself the Sun of righteousness, because
righteousness is represented as the sun. The distinction, however. merely affects the form.
For he, who causes the Sun of righteousness to rise, may also be regarded as the Sun of
righteousness himself, just as the bringer of peace in Micah 5:4 is also called peace, and
Jehovabh is represented as the sun and light in Ps. 84:12 and Isa. 66:19 (compare John 1:5,
9, and 8:12). (2.) They understand by righteousness, at least principally, the forgiveness
of sins. Thus, for example, Luther explains the Sun of righteousness as meaning “The sun
which makes righteous, which emits such splendour that the people thereby become
righteous, and are delivered from sins.” The difference in this case is of a more essential
character. The murmurers had asked for the judgments of righteousness, for God to give
to every one according to his works, to the just and also to the unjust; and the prophet
confines himself to the judgment, namely, to the reward of the righteous and the
punishment of the ungodly. Hence, there is no allusion here to the forgiveness of sins.
This was involved in the more general announcement, that God would send his messenger
to prepare the way before him. Whoever permits this messenger to fulfil the duties of his
office upon him will receive forgiveness of sins; but if any refuse, the wrath of God
remaineth on them. When once the Lord himself has come to judgment, there is no longer
any question of a change of relation towards him, but only of its manifestation. The
passage before us, therefore, is parallel to Ps. 112:4, “unto the upright there ariseth light
in the darkness.” Wings are attributed to the dawn in Ps. 139:9, as they are here to the sun,



and also to the wind in Ps. 104:3; in both passages to represent swiftness.? In this case,
then, the wings are to be regarded either as furnishing the means by which the sun
approaches swiftly with the healing that he brings, or as spread out over his own people to
afford them warmth and protection; compare Ps. 36:8, 91:4, and Matt. 23:37. The latter is
the better explanation. For it is the healing itself, not the rapidity with which it is effected,
that is attributed to the wings. In the healing spoken of, there is an allusion to the healing,
refreshing, and invigorating energy of the natural sun. The winter and night of suffering
have thrown the righteous into a state of exhaustion and distress. The expression “go
forth,” implies that their former condition was one in winch they were shut up and
imprisoned (Mic. 2:13; Ps. 88:9). But now they are led out of their gloomy dungeons to
the open fields, which are lighted up by the cheering rays of the sun.*

Ver. 3 (chap. 3:21). “And ye tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet, in the day that I create, saith the Lord of hosts.”

In the figure of the ashes, there is an allusion to that of the fire in ver. 19. According to
the entire context, the contrast between the righteous and the wicked is of an inward
character. The little flock has much to suffer from the ungodly multitude. The conflict
arising out of this is met by a reference to the day appointed by the Lord, in which
everything will be entirely changed (Luke 21:38).

Ver. 4 (chap. 3:22). “Remember ye the law of Moses, my servant, which I commanded
unto him in Horeb for all Israel, laws and judgments.”

This injunction, to the great importance of which the Septuagint directs attention by
placing it at the close of the whole book, and the Masoretes by the littera majuscula s,
was generally misunderstood by the earlier expositors, who interpolated the idea of
provisionally.®? There is nothing to warrant such an interpolation; for Elias introduces
nothing new; he only brings the old to life again, and the angel of the covenant does not
come to teach and legislate, but to judge. There is also no inducement to make it. The law
is referred to here (and this is the very point which has been overlooked), not according
to its accidental and temporary form, but according to its essential character, as
expressive of the holiness of God, just as in Matt. 5:17. In this light, it is eternally the
same in the eyes of God, and no jot or tittle of it can pass away.—It is only from this
point of view that we obtain a correct idea of the connection between the verse before us
and the adjoining verses both before and after. The prophet has announced a coming
judgment, and here he traces it to its source, and shows at the same time in what manner
the whole nation and every individual may successfully avoid it. The law of God and his
people are inseparable. If the law is not fulfilled in the nation, it must be executed upon
the nation. But before God accomplishes the latter, before he smites the land with the
curse, he does everything to bring about a reformation, which is the only safeguard
against the ban. He sends Elias, the prophet.—The two expressions “my servant,” and
“which | commanded him,” serve to eliminate every human element from the law, and
consequently to enforce the duty of observing it. Moses was merely an instrument; God
was the lawgiver. From this fact it necessarily followed,—as is expressly stated in the
words, “for all Israel,”—that it did not merely apply to the generation to which it was
originally given at Horeb, but that its demands extended to all generations. Compare
Deut. 29:14, 15, “Neither with you only do | make this covenant and this oath, but with
him that standeth here with us this day before the Lord our God, and also with him that is
not here with us this day.®* —The laws, which were afterwards given in the plains of
Moab, are also included in the expression “in Horeb.” For they were merely a



continuation and further development; the foundation was fully laid at Sinai.—In the
injunction “remember,” there is an allusion to chap. 3:7, “From the days of your fathers
ye have gone back from my commandments.” It is not without cause that the prophet
exhorts them. He is not merely warning them against a future apostasy. The axe is
already laid at the root. Let Israel of its own accord remember the law, before the Lord
arouses it from its sleep of forgetfulness by the thunders of his righteousness.

Ver. 5 (chap. 3:23). “Behold I send you Elias, the prophet, before the great and terrible
day of the Lord come.”

There can be no doubt whatever that Elias the prophet is identical with the messenger,
whom the Lord will send to prepare the way before him (chap. 3:1). If, then, we have
already proved, in our remarks upon that verse, that the reference there is to an ideal
messenger, the personified preacher of repentance, the same proofs are equally valid in
connection with the passage before us. The same idea is expressed in both cases: before
God proves himself to be the covenant God by inflicting punishments and bestowing
blessings, he shows that he is so by placing within the reach of the children of the curse
the means of becoming the children of the blessing. Of course we must not separate the
power of the Spirit of God from the outward mission of his servants, and thus change the
gift into mockery. There was no necessity to allude particularly to this, because it always
accompanies the outward preaching, and in fact is in exact proportion to it; so that we
may infer with certainty the amount of inward grace, from the extent to which the
outward means of grace are enjoyed in any age.

The only point which we have to examine in connection with this passage has reference
to the one thing which is peculiar to it, the designation of the messenger by the name of
Elias. The reason for this must be sought in the prophet’s own description of the office
and work of the messenger and of Elias, namely, “to prepare the way of the Lord,” and
“turn back the heart of the fathers to the children, and of the children to the fathers.”
Hence the messenger, as a reformer raised up by God, is called by the name of that one
of the earlier messengers of God who exceeded all the rest in spirit and power, who lived
in a remarkably corrupt age, and whose rejection was followed by a particularly terrible
day of the Lord, viz. first the calamities inflicted by the Syrians, and then the captivity of
Israel, the ban with which the land was smitten, because it did not realize its destination
to be a holy land. The name of Elias recalled all these circumstances; when the people
heard this name, they were wakened out of their dream of self-righteousness, and found
themselves placed upon a level with the corrupt generation of the time of Elias. The
coming of the Lord in that former age afforded a firm foundation for his future coming.
Again, the reason why Elias should be especially selected becomes still more obvious if
we trace the view, which is very perceptible in the historical books, that he was the head
of the prophetic order in the Israelitish kingdom, or rather in a certain sense the only
prophet, inasmuch as his successors merely received the spirit indirectly;—a view to
which we are also led by the striking resemblance which the acts of Elisha bore to his
own. We find a perfectly analogous resemblance in the case of Isaac and Abraham,
Joshua and Moses, In 2 Chron. 21:12, there is brought to the king a writing from “Elijah
the prophet,” for Elijah as an individual had departed this life long before. In 1 Kings
19:15, 16, the Lord says to Elijah, “Thou shalt go and anoint Hazael to be king over
Syria; and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel.” Elijah
himself did not perform either of these acts; but Elisha anointed one (2 Kings 8:13), and a
pupil of Elisha the other (2 Kings 9:4-6). Elisha, who modestly acknowledged that his



relation to God was not originally the same as that of his leader, desired the portion of the
first-born in his spiritual inheritance (in13, 2 Kings 2:9). Hence he also looks upon the
rest of the prophets as the spiritual children and heirs of Elijah, and as standing in the
same relation to him in which the seventy elders, upon whom God put of the spirit of
Moses, stood to Moses himself. According to 2 Kings 2:15, the sons of the prophets said,
“The spirit of Elijah (that is, the Spirit of God in the particular form which it assumed in
Elijah) doth rest upon Elisha.” And as an outward sign that his ministry was merely a
continuation of that of Elijah, Elisha received his mantle. But a similar relation as this
may be found existing altogether apart from scriptural ground. Look, for example, at the
connection which existed between Luther and Jonas or Bugenhagen, or again between the
Reformers generally and the churches of which they were the founders. It might also be
shown that, since this relation is an appointment of God himself, the words which are so
frequently abused, “be not the servants of men,” do not apply to it at all; though sin
creeps into this, as into every thing human. But this does not form part of our present
subject. We merely call attention to the fact that if, according to these proofs, we are not
limited to one single historical character, even when the Elijah of former times is referred
to, but everything is attributed to Elijah, which constituted a continuation of his mission
till the coming of the terrible day upon Israel, there is still less ground for seeking the
Elijah of the future exclusively in one individual. —We have already observed that the
prophet intentionally borrows from Joel (2:31) the expression, “Before the great and
terrible day of the Lord come.” The day foretold by Joel, the judgment on the enemies of
the kingdom of God, was ardently desired. By the announcement of the coming of a
preacher of repentance (uetdvown), the prophet shows how wrong it is for them to identify
themselves with the kingdom of God, and expressly declares in the following verse that,
if his preaching makes no impression, the great day will inevitably be terrible to those
who fancy themselves the supporters, but are in reality the enemies of the kingdom of
God.—Our remarks on ver. 19 are also applicable to the “day of the Lord” alluded to
here.

HISTORY OF THE EXPOSITION OF VER. 5

1. Among the Jews. It is well known that, on the strength of this passage, the Jews
anticipated the reappearance of Elijah in the flesh, before the coming of the Messiah. The
earliest traces of this view we find in the book of Wisdom (chap. 48:10)** and the
Septuagint, in which %2377 9% nx is rendered H)iov tOv @sofitny instead of  H\{iowv tOv
npoentvn. The prophet adds &°2177 for the express purpose of showing that the point in
question is not the person of Elijah, but his office, his nveduo and dovoyuc;® but Jesus the
son of Sirach, and the translators of the Septuagint, change the official allusion into a
personal one. It is true that if we had nothing but this single fact, we could not draw any
certain inference from it, any more than we should be able to conclude from the word
*avnn if it actually stood in the Hebrew text, that the prophet referred to the personal
reappearance of Elijah, seeing that nothing is more common than for the recurrence of the
essence of a thing to be figuratively represented, as the reappearance of the form in which
the previous manifestation had taken place. But since we find the belief in a personal
coming of Elijah the prevailing one at a later period, we are warranted in attributing
demonstrative force to the passages referred to. There are several codices of the
Septuagint, it is true, in which we find the reading tOv npogritvn, and it is also to be
found in the Ed. Complut. But this is undoubtedly an unintentional emendation.



The passages in the New Testament which serve to show that the expectation of Elijah
was very prevalent among the people at that time, are well known. We shall have
occasion to notice them more particularly by and by.—In the Dialog, c. Tryphone, c. 40
(ed. Ven. p. 152) Trypho says, “We all expect that the Messiah will be born a man of
men, and that Elias will anoint him when he comes.” And from the fact that Elias has not
yet come, he argues that Jesus is not the Christ. The passages from later Jews may be
found collected in Frischmuth (De Elioe Adventu, Jena 1659; reprinted in the Thesaurus
Antiguus) and in Eisenmeyer (book ii. chap. 13). In the book Chissuk Emunah (p. 1, c. 39,
in Wagenseil’s Tela, ii. 318) Rabbi Isaac says, “It was well known in the nation of Israel
that the Messiah would not be manifested till Elias the prophet had come, as we find from
this passage (in Malachi).” According to the Schulchan Aruch (in Frischmth) the Jews
were in the habit of remembering Elias every Sabbath, and praying that he might at length
come and announce their redemption, which they regarded for the most part as the sole
object of his coming, thus erring more greviously with regard to his work than they did
even with regard to his person. And Abenezra concludes his commentary on Malachi
with the words, “Deus propter misericordiam suam vaticinium suum impleat, finemque
adventus illius acceleret.”

The sole origin of this view was the crude literality which characterized the expositions of
the Jews, the “realism” which is so strongly recommended in the present day. The earlier
Christian commentators very properly brought forward such passages as 2 Kings 9:31,
where Jezebel addresses Jehu as Zimri, the murderer of his lord, a new Zimri (see Thenius
on this passage); and Isa. 1:10, “Ye rulers of Sodom, ye people of Gomorrah;” not to
mention such expressions as “alter erit turn Tiphys,” and “Homerus aut Maro pro optimo
poeta, Maecenas pro benefico in doctos, Cato pro homine severo,” etc. They also
appealed to a passage in Jalkut Chadasch, where the current phrase, Pinchas est Elias,
which many employed with equally rude literality, is interpreted as merely denoting an
ideal identity: “Hoc est, quod dixerunt Rabbini b. m.: Pinchas est Elias. Non est res
secundum litteran intelligenda, etc., sed quia Pinchas venit, ut in ordinem redigeret Nadab
et Abihn, ita etiam Elias, quod ille reliquit in ordinem redigendum, id ipse perfecit.” At
the same time, there were not wanting men of intelligence, who not only perceived the
fallacy of the current interpretation, and felt the force of the argument, that no other
example can be found in the whole of the Scriptures of one who had already entered the
church triumphant, returning to the church militant to discharge the duties of an ordinary
office, but had also no wish to enter into the wearisome dispute as to what became of the
body of Elijah. (The different opinions which were entertained on this question have been
collected by Pococke in the Not. Misc.) p. 218). The observations made by Rabbi
Tauchum on the passage before us are very remarkable. He says, “We have here
undoubtedly a promise of a prophet, who was to appear in Israel shortly before the
coming of the Messiah, and some of the doctors think that this prophet will be Elijah the
Tishbite(an opinion which is to be found in most of the homiletical writings); but others
are of opinion that a great prophet will be raised up of the same rank, eodemque loco
constitutum quod cognitionem dei et nominis ejus promulgationem, and that he is called
Elias on this account, as the learned doctor Maimonides has said (Pococke, p. 219).
Maimonides was probably the first of the Jews to depart from the popular view. It is true,
the manner in which he speaks of this view (“there are some of the learned men, *v 3
7nonn, who think that Elias himself will be sent before the Messiah™) seems to imply that
there had been dissentients already; and hence this view may have been but partially
adopted after all. But we cannot lay much stress upon this. It is probably only a ruse on
his part.



2. Among the Christians. Even among the Christians themselves the opinion was very
ancient, and at certain periods very widely spread, that Elijah himself was intended here.
In John the Baptist and the judgments upon Israel, the prophecy was supposed to have
been only imperfectly and not literally fulfilled; the literal and complete fulfilment was
still to be looked for in the personal appearance of Elijah and the general judgment. Thus,
for example, the author of the Dial. c. Tryph. appeals to the words, “before the great and
terrible day of the Lord come,” which, he says, “is the second coming of Christ.” Elias is
to come before that event occurs. Christ himself has declared as much by speaking of the
coming of Elias as still future (Matt. 17:11). In support of the opinion that the fulfilment
commences in John, he affirms that “the prophetic spirit which was begotten of God in
Elias, was also begotten of him in John.” Chrysostom observes (in the 57th homily on
Matthew), “As John was the forerunner of the first coming, so will Elias be the forerunner
of the second coming,” and again, “Christ called John Elias on account of his performing
the same service.” Theophylact (on Matt. 17:11, 12) says, “By saying that Elias cometh,
he shows that he has not yet come; he will come as a forerunner of the second advent, and
will restore to the faith of Christ all the Jews who are open to persuasion, restoring, as it
were, to their family inheritance those who have fallen away.” In his notes on Matt.
11:14, he endeavours to make it appear that the Redeemer himself represented John as
being merely in a figurative sense the promised Elias, “If he will receive it, he says, that
is, if ye will understand it wisely (if ye will not take it too literally), this is he whom the
prophet Malachi spoke of as the coming Elias. For the forerunner and Elias perform the
same service.” (For other quotations from Chrysostom and Theophylact, see Suicer, s.v.
HMag, p. 1317 sqg.) Among the Latin Fathers the same view prevails. Tertullian (De
Anima, c. 50) says, “Enoch and Elias were translated; their death was, as it were,
deferred. They are reserved, however, for death, that they may destroy Antichrist with
their blood.”—Jerome observes (on Matt. 17:11), “Elias himself, who will truly come in
the body at the second coming of Christ, has now come in the spirit through the medium
of John the Baptist.” He also says, in another place, “Not that the same soul animated the
bodies of Elias and John, as some heretics affirm, but that they had the same grace of the
Holy Spirit,” from which it is evident that there were some, probably Jewish Christians,
who thought to do more justice to the express declaration of Christ that John was Elias by
assuming that the soul of Elias passed into John.”—Augustine says (De Civ. Dei. 20, c.
29), “That the Jews, when their law has been explained to them by this great and
wonderful Elias in the last days before the judgment, will believe in the true Christ, that
is, in our Christ, is a thought which is constantly cherished in the discourses and hearts of
believers. It is not without reason that we anticipate his coming before the advent of the
Judge and Saviour, since it is also not without reason that he is believed to be still alive.
For he was taken from the earth in a chariot of fire, of which we have the surest testimony
in the sacred Scriptures.”—There were undoubtedly some who strongly dissented from
the general opinion, even in the days of the Fathers (see Grotius on Matt. 17:11), but there
were no opponents of any importance. (In addition to those already mentioned, Origen,
Cyril, and Theodoret expressly declare themselves in its favour.) The expectation of Elias
previous to the last judgment was even entertained by Mahometans (Herbelot, s.v. 1lia),
who had undoubtedly imbibed the view from the Christian Church rather than from the
Jews. That the commentators within the Catholic Church would adhere to the opinion
entertained by the Fathers, we should expect at the very outset. Bellarmin says the
opposite view is “vel haeresis, vel haeresi proximus error” (De Rom. Pontif. 1. 3, c. 6).
The expositors belonging to the Protestant Church, on the other hand, unanimously reject
this view, and maintain that the passage refers exclusively to John the Baptist. Lately,



indeed, the earlier explanation has found defenders, including Von Ammon, Hitzig,
Maurer, and even Olshausen.

Grotius and others speak of this view as having arisen simply from trusting to the Jews;
whilst Frischmuth and others trace it merely to the use of the Septuagint. But both
explanations are superficial and unsatisfactory. Such slender reasons would not suffice to
produce so general an agreement. The principal cause was undoubtedly the fear of
deviating from the letter, arising from a conscious inability to defend the ideal
interpretation, and “strengthened by a reference to the Jews, who adhered to the literal
interpretation, as the Dial. c. Tryph. clearly shows, and to whom it would have been
impossible with any consistency to refuse the same liberty in other cases, if the letter were
given up in this instance without sufficient and conclusive reasons. The change made in
the Septuagint of tov mpogrtnv into tov Osopitnv (the early Latin version has also
Thesbiten) simply served to strengthen the opinion of the necessity for the literal
interpretation. A second reason, which led to its adoption, was the general opinion that
“the great and terrible day of the Lord” meant the general judgment. The two supported
each other. That the second was not the sole ground for the first, is evident from the fact
that many who regarded John as Elias, supposed the final judgment to be the one referred
to. We have already seen that there is a certain truth at the foundation of this view. The
prophecy so evidently depicts judgment in its most complete form,® that any
interpretation which regards the passage as referring exclusively to some inferior
judgment, even to one of so terrible a character as the destruction of Jerusalem, must
always leave a feeling of dissatisfaction, especially if we consider the blessing which
accompanies the judgment. A third reason was the connection supposed to exist between
the translation of Elias and his reappearance (compare Augustine I.c.).

It must be admitted that it is just as correct to refer it to a future Elias as to restrict it
exclusively to John. They are both wrong in their own way; and both are based upon the
same unfounded assumption, namely, the opinion that prophecy must necessarily relate to
one definite point of time and one single individual. It is only in connection with the
passages in the New Testament, which bear upon the question, that the former appears
the less feasible of the two. The difficulty of sustaining a literal reference to Elias, and a
merely figurative one to John, is evident from the very forced expositions to which all
these commentators, including even Olshausen, have been compelled to resort.

Ver. 6 (chap. 3:24). “And he turneth the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart
of the children to their fathers, lest | come and smite the land with the curse.”

Very different explanations have been given of the first part of the verse, notwithstanding
its simplicity. There are many who follow the Septuagint (Og Anoxotactioet kopdiov
maTpOg TPOG VIOV Kai kapdiav Avopdrov TpOg TOv tinciov altol) and the book of
Wisdom (chap. 48:10), in which the restoration of love in the midst of the covenant
nation is treated as the germ, and understand the passage as relating to the cessation of
strife in the midst of the covenant nation, of which the restoration of peace between
parents and children is introduced as one particular example. But this furnishes by no
means a fitting conclusion to the last prophecy of the last prophet, nor was this the sin
which primarily and especially led to the curse. The crime laid to the charge of the nation
in chap. 3:5 was something very different. Moreover, the leading back would by no
means harmonize with the preparation of the way announced in chap. 3:1, to which it
ought to correspond. Even Isaiah had something far more exalted before his mind.—



Passing over a number of pointless expositions which have been given by Jews, and
which may be found in Frischmuth, we will merely notice that of Kimchi: “He converts
alike both fathers and children,”®” which has been approved of even by Christian
expositors. But this explanation, which is defended by Steudel and Hofmann, is open to
the following objections: (1) that such an use of 2w as this, without anything to indicate
whence or whither, is altogether without analogy; (2) that if this were the meaning, we
should expect 27 to be repeated before the first o°12 and before aniax, whilst the omission
shows that it is to the fathers and children that the heart is turned: and, lastly, that “the
fathers with the sons” and “the sons with the fathers” would be mere tautology.—We find
the true explanation in the New Testament, and in Augustine, who expressly affirms that
the Septuagint rendering is false (De Civ. Dei. 20, 29). Its most able defender is Conr.
Iken (see his Dissertat. de Anathem., etc., on Matt. 4:6 [3:24], Bremen 1749).—The
fathers are the pious forefathers, the patriarchs, particularly David and the godly
belonging to his day.® The hearts of the pious fathers and the ungodly children are
estranged from one another. The bond of union is wanting, viz. common love to God. The
fathers are ashamed of their children, the children of their fathers. The great chasm
between the two is filled up once more by Elias the prophet. He leads the children back to
God, and in God the fathers and children are reconciled again. 23 is not infrequently
construed with 2y, even where a literal return is intended. Compare, for example, Job
34:15, “Man returneth to the dust” (1oy %¥); Prov. 26:11, “As a dog, that returneth to its
vomit;” and Eccles. 12:7. In the case before us, however, it is still more appropriate, since
inclination is very commonly regarded as resting upon its object, which renders >y more
graphic than 8. An drokatdotactg, a restitutia, is also predicted here (see the notes on
chap. 3:4). If there had not been pious fathers already, if the Lord had not proved himself
to be a covenant-God in former times, by giving them a heart to fear him, the hope of a
reformation of the children to be effected by him would be a mere fancy. The hopes of the
future, so far as the kingdom of God is concerned, are always founded upon the past. This
is not only a guarantee of the possibility, but also a proof of the necessity for a repetition.
Every word addressed by the prophet to the corrupt priestly order would be entirely lost if
its former purity (chap. 2:5, 6) had not afforded a pledge that the idea could and must be
realized again. The meat-offering of Judah and Jerusalem is not to become pleasant to the
Lord for the first time after the lapse of many centuries, but it is once more to become
what it was in the days of old and in former years (chap. 3:4).* Isaiah complains (in chap.
1:21) that the city, which was once faithful, has become a harlot; and that whereas
righteousness dwelt in her, there are now murderers. Compare ver. 26, “And | will give
thee thy judges again as at the first, and thy councillors as at the beginning.” We have
only to observe further, that the outward work of Elias is not to be separated from the
work of the Spirit of God by which it is necessarily accompanied (compare 1 Kings
18:37, where the first Elijah says to God, “thou turnest their heart back again”), and also,
that 2w/ does not denote the effect so much as the divine intention, though this, of
course, can never be really without effect. That the prophet was well aware that the great
mass of the people would despise the mercy of God, which was offered to all (Luke 7:30),
and therefore would be exposed to the judgment threatened, is evident from the earlier
passages in which this judgment is unconditionally announced.

In the second half, o777 either be rendered “with the ban” (Ewald, 8 204 a), or “as a ban,”
that is, so that it shall become “a ban.” All the dreadful things that can possibly be
thought of are included in this one word.*® The meaning of the Cherem has already been
discussed in another of the author’s works (see the Dissertation on the Pentateuch, vol. ii.
Transl., Art., “The right of the Israelites to Palestine”). We will first of all quote the



passage referred to. “The conduct which the Israelites were commanded to observe, and
actually did observe towards the Canaanites, is designated throughout as banning
(Verbannung, proscribing or laying under the ban). This designation shows that the
highest object of the war of extermination against the Canaanites was the vindication of
the divine glory, which had been dishonoured by them. The idea of banning is always that
of the forcible dedication to God of such persons as have obstinately refused to dedicate
themselves voluntarily to him, the manifestation of the divine glory in the destruction of
those who, during their lifetime, would never serve as a mirror for it, and therefore
refused to realize the great purpose of man’s existence and of the creation of the world.
God will sanctify himself on those in whom he is not sanctified. The temporal destruction
of anything which does not serve him makes known his praise. His glory shines forth in
the waitings of the lost, which are typified by this temporal destruction. This idea of the
ban, which J. D. Michaelis describes in a truly characteristic manner as “a master-stroke
of legislative sagacity,” is very conspicuous in Deut. 13:16-18, where the command is
issued to ban every lIsraelitish city which should introduce idolatry (compare ver. 16,
“And thou bannest the city and its spoil entirely to the Lord thy God, and it becomes an
eternal heap, it shall no more be built again.” So again in the account contained in Num.
21:1-3. The Canaanitish king of Arad opposed the Israelites, “And Israel vowed a vow
unto the Lord, and said, if thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, I will ban
their cities. And the Lord heard the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites, and
Israel banned them and their cities.” The banning is evidently represented here not as
something resulting from human caprice, or subservient to human purposes, but as an act
of worship enjoined by God, which was regarded by Israel as a sacrifice offered up for
the sake of God. And so again in 1 Kings 20, where the king of Israel, himself an ungodly
man, is doomed to destruction for neglecting to execute the ban pronounced by God upon
Benhadad, the king of Assyria, and haughty despiser of God. The ban pronounced upon
the Canaanites generally related to their persons alone; and, strictly speaking, it was
solely to these that it actually applied. Their cities and possessions were conferred upon
the Israelites. But, in order that it might be seen that the former possessors had net been
destroyed by a mere act of caprice on the part of man, but by the vengeance of God, and
also that their country and possessions had not been acquired by the Israelites as booty,
but as a confiscated fief which was now conferred by God upon another vassal, to see
whether he would faithfully render the services appertaining to its possession, in the case
of the first city that was taken, viz. Jericho, the ban was laid upon the city itself and all the
property found within the walls.” To this we have now to add the following remarks. (1)
That the word rna does not mean a holy thing generally, but rather a thing which is holy
in the sense of being devoted to God by being destroyed, and therefore is distinct from
w7'p is evident from its connection with!™ | resecitit, succidit, exscidit, abscidit, from
which the Hebrew word 2371 (a man with a short or mutilated nose) is derived, and
probably also r7a, a net, so called on account of its causing destruction to the fish. Hence
Vitringa’s remark (on Isa. 11:5) is incorrect. He says, “The word nn1°a signifies to set
apart a thing or person from common use, which is done either by consecration or by
devoting it to destruction with imprecations, as an accursed thing; hence to cut off, to
destroy, to exterminate with a curse.” The only part of this which is correct is contained in
the words “devoting it to destruction,” etc. In the sense of consecrate, it is never used.—
(2) J. D. Michaelis says (8 146), “Moses speaks of the Cherem in one passage in a manner
which presupposes that a man sometimes consecrated his own field, and that such a field
of Cherem as this could be redeemed in the ordinary way. Lev. 27:28.” If this explanation
of the passage were correct, we should have to alter the notion of 077 altogether. But this
very passage furnishes a proof that it cannot be correct. The things which are devoted to



the Cherem are always represented simply as an appurtenance of the persons. There is not
a single instance to be met with of the persons being spared, and the property alone put
under the ban. Compare, for example, Deut. 2:34; 1 Sam. 15:3; and Ezra 10:8, “And that
whosoever would not come within three days, all his substance should be banned, and he
himself separated from the congregation of those that had been carried away.” A
voluntary devotion of the person or property to the Cherem cannot therefore be thought
of, since the fundamental idea of the o7 is that of a forced dedication, in opposition to a
voluntary one. God takes what belongs to himself when men have refused to give it to
him. Hence the Cherem and a disposition to give mutually exclude each other. How are
we to interpret the passage in Leviticus then? The explanation may be obtained from ver.
29, “Everything banned, which is banned of men, shall be put to death.” In the previous
verse, the possessions are alluded to; here the men. If by the men we are to understand
those upon whom God had pronounced the ban, then by the cattle and the field we can
only understand that which had formerly been in the possession of persons who were
banned, which had afterwards been seized by the conquerors, and thus, regarded merely
in a material point of view, had become their property. If this was once placed under the
ban, it could on no account be redeemed again. In many instances a special command of
God was issued, to decide whether the possessions were to be banned along with the men
(cf. 1 Sam. 15:3; Josh. 6:18); and he who under these circumstances took any part of the
things that were banned became Cherem himself in consequence (Josh. 7:12). In other
cases it was left to the covenant nation itself to determine what it would lay under the ban,
and what it would retain for its own use. In a certain sense the latter was also a Cherem
(see Mic. 4:13).—The want of a clear perception of the nature of the Cherem is also
apparent in the remark made by Michaelis, to the effect that Jephtha’s vow was an abuse
of the Cherem. How could a Cherm be sacrificed as a burnt-offering? A sacrifice and a
Cherem stood in the same relation to one another as avéfepa and avédnue.—(3) The
prophet undoubtedly alludes to those passages of the Pentateuch in which the banning of
the Canaanites is spoken of. Even in the Pentateuch this is described as a visible prophecy
of the future fate of Israel. Israel obtained possession of Canaan as the holy nation of the
holy God; and had simply to choose between holiness and Cherem. If Israel became
Canaan in heart, it would also become Canaan in its fate (Lev. 26; Deut. 12:29 sqg., and
28).

THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE PROPHECIES OF MALACHI

We intend in the present section to adduce facts to prove that the connection between the
Old and New Testaments is much closer than is commonly supposed, and that it is
impossible to arrive at either an inward or outward acquaintance with the latter without
the closest and most careful study of the former. To the prophecy of Malachi we add that
of Isaiah, which is inseparable from it.

MATTHEW 3:1-12

Matthew simply quotes the words of Isaiah. But it can be proved that both the Evangelists
and the Baptist himself regarded the prophecy of Malachi as a necessary expansion and
completion of that of Isaiah, and that they had the former continually in their minds. The
word “repent” is sufficient of itself to indicate this. Elias the prophet is expressly



described by Malachi (4:6) as producing repentance. And the account of John the
Baptist’s mode of life (in ver. 4) leads to the same conclusion: “And the same John,” we
read, “had his raiment of earners hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins, and his meat
was locusts and wild honey.” The design of John, viz. by means of an outward
resemblance to Elias, to call attention to the inward one, is very conspicuous here. In 2
Kings 1:8 (Septuagint), Elias is said to have been Avinp dacUg xai {dvnv deppotivy
neprewopévog v dceUv altol. dacUg does not refer to his person, but to his clothing,
to the rough garment of camel’s hair.—On ver. 7, Lightfoot has observed, “There is an
allusion here to the closing words of the Old Testament, ‘Lest | come and smite the land
with the curse,” and the disastrous fate of the nation is represented as already impending
over it.” “We must also add the reference to the coming day predicted in Mal. 4:1;
compare the koméoot Spynv mpo Bupod of the book of Wisdom (chap. 48:10). John
declares that the great day of decision and separation foretold by the prophets has now
arrived. Happy is he who listens to him, the risen Elias, and is led to repentance, the only
means of escaping the coming wrath.—In ver. 8, “Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for
repentance,” there is an allusion to Mal. 4:1, “which shall leave them neither root nor
branch.” Compare ver. 10, “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees
(Bengel, ‘the axe is not directed against the branches alone’); therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.” The bad trees must
become good through repentance, and consequently bring forth good fruit; otherwise,
according to God’s own threat through the mouth of his prophet, neither root nor branch
will be left. In ver. 11, “I indeed baptize you with water into repentance (cf. Mal. 4:6),
but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear,” the
allusion to Mal. 3:1 is unmistakeable. John is merely the human messenger of the Lord,
sent to secure the petdvora embodied in baptism, that is, to prepare the way. After him,
the heavenly messenger, the angel of the covenant, the Lord himself, comes to his temple.
This allusion is the more important on account of its affording an insight into the opinion
which John himself entertained of Christ. He was not in his estimation, as in that of the
mass of the people, a man endowed with extraordinary gifts, but the revelation of the
glory of God, predicted by Isaiah, the Lord whose way he was to prepare, the angel of the
covenant, and the Lord, foretold by Malachi. And lastly, in ver. 12: “Whose fan is in his
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,” there is a reference to Mal. 4:1: “Behold
the day cometh burning as an oven, and all the proud and all the wicked become stubble,
and the coming day burneth them.” Thus the prophecy of Malachi is, throughout, the text
upon which John comments in precisely the same manner in which Malachi himself
comments upon Isaiah. The close connection between prophecy and fulfilment is pointed
out by the evangelist in the particle yap in ver. 3, upon which Bengel observes: “The
reason why John necessarily appeared at that time in the manner described in vers. 1 and
2, was because it was so foretold.”

We will now cite a few examples, which show the importance of a clear perception of the
connection referred to in its bearing upon the present section. The reason for the sojourn
of John in the desert is thus explained by Olshausen: “But the real character of this
witness to the truth is to be seen in the fact that John preached in the desert and not in
cities. It was an essential characteristic of John that he avoided men, and preached to
those who sought him out, whereas the Redeemer sought the men to whom he preached.”
The inappropriateness of this explanation is at once apparent, if we bear in mind the
connection with the prophecy. In Isaiah the desert is the symbol of that state of natural
and spiritual destitution in which the nation was at the time referred to, and in which it



had formerly been after the exodus from Egypt. By appearing in a desert, then, John
proclaimed in deeds what he afterwards expressly declared in words—that the nation was
a spiritual desert, and that he was the messenger sent by the Lord to prepare the way
before him; in other words, the preacher of repentance. (Complete conformity with the
prophecy would have required that he should appear in the desert, viz. the Arabian; but
this would have operated prejudicially to his design, and therefore, just as in the case of
the temptation of Christ, only the essential features were exhibited in an outward form.)
According to the reception given to his preaching, the bodies of some were to fall in the
desert, whilst others would be conducted into the promised land by the Lord, who was
coming after him to punish and to bless.

Different opinions have been entertained as to the meaning of the outward mode of life
adopted by John. The majority regard him as an ascetic. Grotius, for example, says (or
chap. 3:4): “habitus haud dubie severior, victus parsimomae congruens.” The correct
explanation can only be obtained by seeking for the reason why a similar outward mode
of life was adopted by Elijah; for John copied it from him, not indeed as something purely
external,—this would have been puerile and very unworthy,—but as something highly
significant, the symbol of an inward relation between himself and Elijah. Now there can
be no doubt that in the case of Elijah this mode of life was a “sermo propheticus realis.”
The preacher of repentance comes forward as repentance personified. In his own conduct
he shows the people what their conduct ought to be. Take as a single example 1 Kings
21:27, where Ahab imitates the marks of repentance which the prophet had set before
him. “And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put
a garment of hair upon his flesh, and fasted.” The words “and fasted” also serve to show
in what light we are to regard the fact that “his meat was locusts and wild honey.” Fasting
in connection with the wearing of a garment of hair were the ordinary signs of repentance
under the Old Testament. John’s eating was a kind of continuous fast, and the

Saviour himself describes it as being so when he calls it in Matt. 11:18, “neither eating
nor drinking,” an uninterrupted w93 1:1y. He would have fasted altogether, if this had not
been an impossibility. Regarded in this light® the mode of life adopted by John is most
intimately connected with his sojourn in the desert. The two together serve to represent
the condition of the people as a deeply-degraded one, repentance as indispensably
necessary, as the work of the age, and punishment as close at hand. The latter also shows
the essential unity of the time of John and that of Elijah. In Elijah’s days there was the
same degradation; compare, for example, 1 Kings 19:10, “I have striven for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant.” There was also the
same call on the part of the prophet to lead them to repentance; compare 1 Kings 18:37,
where, in perfect accordance with Mal. 4:6, Elijah says to God, “and thou hast turned
their heart back again.” Punishment was also just as close at hand; the mission of Elijah,
of which that of Elisha and his disciples is to be regarded as a continuation, was the last
grand attempt on the part of God to rescue Israel, which, after this attempt had failed upon
the whole, moved forward without interruption towards destruction, the a2, which
certainly awaited it.

If we look back from the fulfilment to the prophecy, we see at once the incorrectness of
the view entertained by many, and lately adopted by Olshausen, with regard to the office
held by John. The “petdvowa,” he observes, “was something purely negative, which
required a positive side to make it complete, namely, the Spirit, which was brought by
Christ, and which men received by faith.” Repentance answers to the “turning of the
hearts of the fathers to the children and of the children to the fathers,” of which Malachi



speaks. But this is something more than purely negative. It presupposes an inward
renovation, a change in the character of the entire life. This is apparent from the fact that
the mission of Elias is followed immediately by the appearance of the angel of the
covenant with a blessing and a curse. If the repentance of John had been something
merely negative, he would have been inferior to all the prophets of the Old Testament,
and in this case the prophecy of Malachi could not be regarded as fulfilled in him. Even
Josephus judged differently from this, when he said that the baptism of John, the
embodiment of the repentance which he preached, served ép  dyvsia T0¥ cdpatoc, dte
¢ yoync npokekabapuévne. How could repentance be conceived of as something purely
negative? This would deprive it of the character of repentance altogether. Repentance and
faith must necessarily be the same thing from different points of view: “thou shalt cease
from thy doings” (repentance), “that God may have his work in thee” (faith). The faith is
exactly proportioned to the repentance. The difference between the baptism of John and
that of Christ was not that in the former there was repentance and not faith, but that
though it contained them both it was in a very inferior degree. They are both the work of
the Spirit; and the contrast, which is represented as absolute in the words of John (ver.
11), so far as the form is concerned, is really only relative. Otherwise the work of John
would have been merely a mockery and delusion. But if this were the case, the idea which
was symbolically represented in his person could not have been so perfectly realized in
Christ, that in this respect there should have been nothing more than a difference of
degree in the work which he performed (the work of Christ, as the Lord and the angel of
the covenant, was of a different kind); compare the remarks of Mal. 3:1, Moreover. the
disputed opinion with regard to the office of John is quite as much at variance with the
words of the evangelist as with those of the prophet. According to Matt. 3:6, those who
repented were baptized in Jordan, “confessing their sins.” That we have not to imagine
the sins confessed as reserved for forgiveness at some future time, but that, on the
contrary, forgiveness was associated in this instance, as in every other, with confession
(compare Ps. 32:5)—of course in proportion to the confession made—is evident from the
parallel passages in Luke (3:3) and Mark (1:4), in which the baptism of John is
represented as “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” It is true that
Olshausen follows Tertullian (see Grotius on Mark),—who explained eic dpeow as
meaning “for the remission at some future time,” and who so completely shared the
whole view with regard to the office of John that he understood by petdvoia not a change
of life, but merely certain external rites,—and says, “the preaching of John was not
intended to secure remission, but to prepare the way for the remission to be effected by
Christ.” But Bengel overthrows this explanation by appealing to Acts 2:38, where Peter
says, “repent, and be baptized every one of you ... for the remission of sins.” If the
remission of sins is represented there as belonging to the time then present, the same must
be the case here also. Otherwise how could the baptism of John be represented in Matt.
3:7 as protecting from the coming wrath, in the same manner as Christian baptism, which
is essentially the same, is represented by Peter in 1 Pet. 3:20, 21?

If we bear in mind the allusion to the prophecy, we shall not be inclined to follow
Olshausen, and take fjyywe in the sense of the present, “it is already in existence, namely,
in the person of the Messiah.” In Isaiah there is first the cry, “prepare ye,” and then the
glory of the Lord is revealed. In Malachi the messenger first prepares the way, and then
the Lord suddenly comes. On comparing the prophecies, we see that the kingdom of
heaven does not come till the Lord has appeared as Lord, both blessing and punishing,
according as the preaching of repentance has been received.



Lastly, a sure basis for the interpretation of the words, “and with fire,” in ver. 11 (Luke
3:16), can only be obtained from the prophecy. Such remarks as those of Bengel, who
says, “The Holy Spirit with which Christ baptizes has the force of fire;” and Olshausen,
who says, “The baptism of fire indicates the transformation of the new-born, higher life in
its peculiar nature,”—need no refutation then. The fire cannot be any other than that
which Malachi frequently refers to, as associated with the coming of the Lord, the angel
of the covenant. That John regarded him as the Messiah, is evident not only from ver. 11,
but also from ver. 12, where the same things are directly attributed to the Messiah, which
Malachi ascribes to the angel of the covenant. The fire alluded to by Malachi is
exclusively destructive; it does not affect the righteous at all (they rejoice in the beams of
the sun), but simply the ungodly. That John adheres closely to the prophecy in this
respect, is obvious from the expressions, “cast into the fire,” which occurs immediately
before, and “he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,” which he employs
immediately afterwards.

In the parallel passage, Mark 1:1-8, the manner in which the quotation is made attracts
our attention. It is headed with the words, “as it is written in Isaiah the prophet.” Then
follow, first the quotation from Mal. 3:1, and afterwards that from Isaiah. The only clue to
the reason of this is to be found in the connection between Malachi and Isaiah, to which
we have already alluded. We saw that the prophecy of the former was not an independent
one, but that Malachi was merely the auctor secundarius; and the evangelist indicates this
by quoting both commentary and text as belonging to the auctor primaries, and placing
the commentary first, as being indispensably requisite to the correct interpretation of the
text. From this it is obvious that there is a perfect analogy between Mark 1:2, 3, and Matt.
27:9 (compare the remarks on Zech. 11:13). It also follows, from what has been stated
already, that Matthew had the words of Malachi in his mind, though he only quotes those
of Isaiah, and that there is an essential agreement between Matthew and Mark, the
peculiarity in the latter being restricted to the form.—And lastly, this serves to overthrow
all the attempts which have been made to get rid of the difficulty (to which even Porphyry
appealed as an argument against the credibility of the evangelists) on external grounds
alone, reckoning from Beza, who thought the passage from Malachi had crept from the
margin into the text, and coming down to Olshausen and De Wette, who maintain that
Mark copied the formula of quotation from Matthew and Luke, and then, without having
altered the heading, introduced into the text the passage from Malachi, which accidentally
occurred to his mind,

MATTHEW 11:1-14

This passage is founded upon the question which John, who was then in prison, sent two
of his disciples to propose to Christ, “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for
another?” (ver. 3; compare Luke 7:19, 20). Whatever then will throw light upon this
passage must contribute to the interpretation of the whole section. It is admitted by most
commentators, that the expression o €pyopepog (the coming one) had a doctrinal

meaning, and was one of the proper names of the Messiah, which had been taken from the
Old Testament, and were current at the time. But they differ as to the place from which it
was originally taken. Grotius says, “ille de quo verbum illud veniendi usurpavit Jacobus,
Gen. 49:10, et Jes. 35:4.” Bengel supposes that there is an allusion to Ps. 40, and
Olshausen to Ps. 118:26. For our part we have no hesitation in deciding in favour of Mal.
3:1, and that on the following grounds:—(1) Since, as we have already seen, the prophecy



of Malachi formed the text of the preaching of John, the centre of his thoughts and of his
whole spiritual existence, the idea which most naturally suggests itself is, that this is the
prophecy to which he refers. (2) There is no other prophecy in which such prominence is
given to the idea of coming as in this prophecy of Malachi. The prophet first announces,
“He will suddenly come,” etc., and then at the close of the verse strengthens his
announcement by the assertion, “Behold he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts.” Hence there
is no passage which would be more likely to give rise to the current expression, “the
coming one.” (3) We must not overlook the words of the Saviour himself in ver. 14, “This
is Elias, which was for to come (0 péhhov Epyxecar).” This leads us at once to the
conclusion that the expression is to be traced to a prophecy, in which both the coming
ones, Elias and the Messiah, are connected together, especially when we observe that in
the previous verse (“all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. . . . this is Elias,
which was for to come”)® the Saviour himself alludes to a prophecy in which the two
coming ones are associated together, and represents the coming of the one as a visible
prediction of the coming of the other, precisely as we find it announced in Malachi. If
there is an allusion throughout to the prophet, the declaration, “This is Elias, which was
for to come,” contains at once the answer to the question, “Art thou the coming one?”
Since the two were inseparable, John could not doubt whether Christ were the coming
one without at the same time doubting whether he himself were “Elias, who was to
come.” (4) On comparing the expression, “he that cometh after me” (chap. 3:11 and
elsewhere) we are also reminded of Malachi. (5) The whole affair is perfectly
unintelligible apart from the allusion to Malachi. It may now be regarded as fully
demonstrated that John sent to Christ on account of his own doubts, and not because of
those of others. These doubts appear to have been chiefly founded upon the prophecy of
Malachi. The conflict which arose in the mind of John in consequence of his gloomy
confinement in prison could not but become peculiarly dangerous if the word of God
itself, by which those doubts ought to be met and removed, should apparently afford a
foundation for them. Now, there was no prediction so, calculated to do this as the very
one around which the whole spiritual life of the prophet revolved. According to this, it
seemed as if the coming of the Lord and of the angel of the covenant to punish and to
bless was to follow immediately upon the appearance of the forerunner and the preaching
of repentance. In the Septuagint the prophecy read, kol €é€aipvng féet gic TOV vadv Eavtol
Koplog, k.T.\., 150U Epyetor. John was therefore astonished to see that the work of the
Saviour was pre-eminently an Elijah work, a simple continuation of his own. But he
overlooked the fact that along with this continuation there was an absolutely new
beginning, namely, the manifestation of the Lord and of the angel of the covenant; and to
this the Saviour refers him in his reply in vers. 4 and 5. Hence there arose doubts in the
mind of John, both as to his own vocation and that of Christ as well; at the same time,
they were doubts which remained simply upon the surface. For how would he otherwise
have sent to Christ to have them set at rest? If, then, it may be regarded as established that
the expression o €pyopevog (the coming one) was founded upon Malachi, it may also be
regarded as certain, as we have already proved, that John possessed a far deeper insight
into the person and work of Christ than is commonly attributed to him. He had no doubt
about the Messiah being “the Lord” and “the angel of the covenant.”

In ver. 10, “For this is he of whom it is written, Behold | send my messenger before thy
face, who shall prepare thy way before thee,” the double cov (thy) instead of (cov) strikes
us at once, There is the stronger reason for supposing it to be intentional from the fact that
it is also found in Luke 7:27, and even in Mark 1:2, where the passage is quoted in a
totally different connection.*® There is nothing in the Septuagint that could give rise to the



alteration. The quotation is treated throughout in a perfectly independent manner. (Sept.
iSoU €y €EamooctéAm TOV Ayyeddv pov, kai EmPAéyetarl 080V Tp0 Tpocmdmov cov; the
Kal 1119 being erroneously substituted for the Piel 139.) The reason for the change was
probably the following. The more precise representation of the Lord as the angel of the
covenant in the prophecies of Malachi, pointed to a difference between the sender and the
sent. But this difference falls into the background behind the unity of essence. Before
Jehovah himself, his messenger prepares the way; the Lord comes to his temple. The
Saviour, on the other hand, in a manner befitting the time, when a clearer insight had been
obtained into the relation between the sender and the sent, the Father and the Son, through
the incarnation of the Logos, gave greater prominence to the difference, and spoke of the
sender as addressing him the sent. Examples of a similar deviation from the form, for the
purpose of a closer approximation to the substantial reality, we have already pointed out
in the discourses of the Saviour (see the remarks on Zech. 13:7). Moreover, this very
deviation is a proof of the most lively consciousness on the part of Christ of the essential
unity with the Father. For how could, he otherwise have applied to himself the words
which Malachi has employed with reference to God?

In ver. 11, a comparison of the passage with Malachi will serve to show that there is no
ground for the assumption, that in the words, 0 8& pucpdtepog €v T Paciieid t@v
oUpav®v peilov altol €otiv, the comparative is used for the superlative. If the least in
the kingdom of heaven was greater than John, he cannot have been in the kingdom of
heaven at all, and must have been without true repentance or true faith, the sole
conditions of an entrance into the kingdom. Olshausen does not shrink from this
conclusion. He describes the Baptist as a dixatog in the legal sense of the word, a true
representative of the law, to whom the higher life of faith, even to the extent to which it
was manifested in Abraham and Israel, and therefore the whole sphere of regeneration
was entirely closed. But if we turn to Malachi, and notice his connection with Isaiah, the
mission of such a preacher, who would have been in reality nothing but a sounding brass
and a tinkling cymbal, would not certainly be appealed to as the strongest proof of the
covenant faithfulness and mercy of God, unless, indeed, the intention was to carry out the
doctrine of the efficacia muneris irregenitorum to the furthest possible extent. He who is
to prepare the way before another, must first have made a way in his own desert; he who
is to turn the hearts of the children to the fathers, must first have been truly and
thoroughly converted himself. Besides, as Lightfoot has shown, such a use of the
comparative for the superlative is at variance with the rules of the language. The
examples brought forward by Grotius (Luke 9:48 and Matt. 18:1) are not conclusive. If
ueiwv must be construed as a comparative, pukpotepog must be the same. And the
description of John, as the greatest under the Old Testament, and yet less’ than the least
under the New Testament, would contain an inward contradiction. For even if the former
refers primarily to official dignity (Luke 7:28, “Among those that are born of women,
there hath not arisen a greater prophet,” etc.), the possession of this presupposes maturity
in the inward life. If this were not the case, there would be no ground of comparison at
all. The true meaning is the following. John is the greatest under the Old Testament; but
one who under the New Testament is comparatively small is greater than he: the spiritual
quality of the man who occupied the highest place among the members of the Old
Covenant is equal to that of one who occupies a comparatively inferior place among the
members of the New Covenant, to whom the Spirit of Christ is given, a higher
manifestation of the Spirit of God, which stands in the same relation to it as Elohim to
Jehovah. Hence, according to the grammatical interpretation, the Baptist has his place
expressly assigned him within the kingdom of God; and not only so, but even a higher



place than that occupied by the pucpot within it, the pkpotepor, alone being greater than
he. From this it follows that he had been the subject of regeneration, and that this
belonged to the Old Testament quite as much as to the New. For regeneration is the
indispensable condition of participation in the kingdom of God.

Ver. 13. “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” The prophecy throws
light upon this passage also. According to the former, in Elias the prophet there is both
the highest concentration and also the conclusion of the preaching of repentance to Israel.
The prophets and the law come to life once more in him; and the Lord himself appears, to
bless the penitent, and for judgment (kpicic, see chap. 4:4) upon the impenitent. This
momentous day of decision has now arrived.

The expression, “if ye will receive it,” has frequently been adduced to support the opinion
that a reappearance of Elijah is actually to take place at some future time. Olshausen
observes, “The words, ‘if ye will receive it,” point unmistakeably to the fact that it was
only in a certain sense that the Redeemer called him by this name—&lias, that ardent
preacher of repentance, had as it were his antitype in John.” But the express declaration in
ver. 10, “this is he of whom it is written,” where the prophecy of Malachi (chap. 3:1)
respecting the forerunner of the Lord is directly referred to John, is sufficient in itself to
render it probable that this view is incorrect. As the forerunner and Elias must evidently
be identical, whatever applies to the one must be applicable to the other also. We obtain
still greater certainty from ver. 15, “he that hath ears to hear let him hear.” This phrase is
always employed in connection with a subject, the meaning of which does not lie upon
the surface, and for the understanding of which something more is required than merely
the outward ear (for proofs of this see the Dissertation on Daniel, p. 211, 212,
translation). Accordingly, the words, “if ye will receive it,” serve to intimate that the truth
about to be announced is one which cannot be forced upon a person’s mind or drummed
into his head, but for the comprehension and reception of which a willing heart is also
indispensable. The carnally-minded, who were destitute of this, were constantly ready
with their “Elias is Elias,” that they might shut their eyes to the fearful fact that the time
of decision had arrived, and might not be frightened out of the pleasant slumber of false
security. The phrase, “he that is able to receive it, let him receive it” (Matt. 19:12), is
perfectly analogous (see the Dissertation on Daniel, p. 212). Ability and willingness are
most intimately associated. The truth is not dependent upon either. The true explanation
has been given by Lightfoot, Heumann, and others. In the words of the former, “the
expression implies a kind of suspicion that they would not receive this doctrine; ‘and we
have a proof of this in the obstinacy with which “the nation, even to this day, clings to the
expectation of the personal advent of Elias.”—It follows, therefore, that the expression,
“if ye will receive it,” instead of modifying the assertion, “this is he,” rather tended to
strengthen it, by showing that the failure to discover Elias in John proceeded from some
fault in the disposition of the mind (for examples of a Similar use of the phrase &i 6éiete
dé€acbon by classical authors, see Wetstein in loc.).

MATTHEW 14:2,16:14

In the former of these passages, Herod expresses the opinion that Christ is John the
Baptist risen from the dead; in the latter, the same opinion is expressed by some of the
people. The source of this opinion is apparently to be looked for in the prophecy of
Malachi. Elias the prophet is represented there as appearing first, and as followed by the
Lord himself, who conies to punish and to bless. Now, as it was generally supposed that
Elias the prophet was simply an individual, and as it was also believed that Elias had



reappeared in John, there appeared to be no other way of explaining the existence of
another preacher of repentance, who was indisputably sent from God, than by assuming
that John had come to life again, or that a second incarnation of Elias had taken place in
him; in other words, that there were two distinct manifestations of Elias in John and
Christ, the latter more glorious than the former. The truth which lay at the foundation of
this error was that, from one point of view, the work of Christ, as well as chat of John,
was actually included in the prophecy of Malachi.

MATTHEW 17

The appearance of Elias, along with Moses, as the representative of the prophetic order, is
not altogether unconnected with our prophecy, the only one in which the two are so
immediately connected together, the former as founder, the latter as restorer (chap. 4:4,
“Moses, my servant;” ver. 5, “Elias, the prophet™).

The question put by the disciples in ver. 10, “Why then say the scribes that Elias must
first come?” is correctly regarded by the majority of commentators as occasioned by the
disappearance of Elias. His appearance threw the disciples into perplexity as to the
previous assertion of Christ, that John was Elias; and his sudden disappearance they were
unable to bring into harmony with the opinion of the scribes, which was founded upon the
prediction of Malachi, namely, that Elias was to come before the Messiah, to engage in
permanent and successful labours.

In the answer given by Christ, the former declaration that John is the Elias predicted by
Malachi, is confirmed. The Saviour then removes another discrepancy “which appeared
to exist between the fulfilment and the prophecy. The Elias of the prophecy was
apparently to effect something far superior to what the Elias of the fulfilment actually had
effected, namely, the turning back of the hearts of the fathers to the children, and of the
hearts of the children to the fathers,—an droxatdotacig on a large scale, and embracing
everything. Into this expression the substance of chap. 4:6, according to our explanation,
which lies at the foundation of it, is strikingly condensed. The manner in which the
Saviour met this objection may be seen most clearly in the form in which his words are
reported by Mark (chap. 9:12, 13): “And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh
first and restoreth (dmoxabiot®) all things; and how is it written of the Son of man, that he
must suffer many things, and be set at nought? But | say unto you, that Elias is indeed
come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him.” The
present droxaOiotd in this passage, and the future drokatoothioet in Matthew, show very
clearly with what justice the inference has been drawn from the expression 0 péAimv
EpyecOou in Matt. 11:14, that there will be a future appearance of Elias. In both passages
the Saviour determines the meaning of the prophecy from itself, irrespectively of the
fulfilment. The objection, that “In the prophecy there is merely an announcement of the
gift and grace of God, and his purpose in sending Elias, the full realization of which is
rendered impossible by sin (compare Luke 7:30, “The Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
the counsel of God against themselves, not being baptised of him”), is merely answered
indirectly by a reference to the predictions of the Scriptures, respecting the severe
sufferings of the Messiah which proceed from the same cause, by which the greater part
of the nation is excluded from the salvation intended for all, namely from sin. The
Saviour goes somewhat further. He shows that John could not be Elias, if he did not
endure opposition, rejection, and sufferings at the hand of sinners. “When the prophet
calls the Baptist Elias, he intends that at the same time it shall be understood that there



will not be wanting either Ahabs or Jezebels” (Grotius). In this world of sin, hatred and
persecution are the necessary consequence of the preaching of repentance, and the
strength of the hatred is always proportioned to the earnestness and force of the
preaching. Hence all the opposition endured by Elias® is to be regarded as a visible
prophecy of the fate of John. If John resembles Elias in the earnestness of his demand for
repentance, he must also resemble him in the sufferings and persecution which he
endures. It was arranged by the providence of God that the essential equality which
necessarily existed should also assume a definite form, that Ahab should reappear in
Herod,* and Jezebel in Herodias. Olshausen is of opinion that the history of Elias cannot
be regarded as typical of that of John, because the former did not suffer a martyr’s death.
But this objection is perfectly analogous to the one which the disciples founded upon the
fact, that no arokatdotacig could be pointed out. As in the one case we have only to look
at the will of God, so in the other we must look only at that of men. But in this respect
Jezebel completely resembled Herodias. She was very desirous of putting Elijah to death,
and the fact that God delivered him out of her hands does not make the least difference.
The hatred was the same, and upon this everything depends. The sufferings of Elijah were
also quite as great. He would certainly rather have died once for all, than have died daily.
In fact, he once entreated of God, as the greatest favour, that he might die.

MATTHEW 12:12, AND JOHN 2:13-22

In both these passages we have an account of Christ driving the buyers and sellers from
the temple. In Matthew, just as in Mark and Luke, it is placed at the end of Christ’s
ministry; in John, at the commencement.

We may see at the first glance that these are symbolical acts. They would otherwise be
indefensible. In fact, Origen was led to deny the historical credibility of the accounts, in
consequence of his failing to keep this distinctly in mind; and Lampe, for the same
reason, brings forward a considerable number of difficulties, which he solves in a very
unsatisfactory manner. Nothing but the most superficial observation could have led any
one to regard the abuses, which existed in the outward temple, as the immediate object of
Christ’s attack. If we look at the whole state of things in existence at that time, we shall
see that it was a matter of comparative indifference whether a few buyers and sellers,
more or less, transacted their business in the temple. An intimate acquaintance with
human nature shows, that every kind of outward purification, unless preceded by an
inward one, is thoroughly useless. Of what avail is it to keep hack for a time the water of
a brook, if the fountain itself is not stopped up? To overlook the symbolical meaning of
the transaction is derogatory to Christ, especially as such an outward mode of proceeding
would have encouraged the disciples to have recourse to similar acts of a merely outward
character. A John the Baptist never acted like this. With him repentance is always a
thorough change of the disposition and character. How much less then could the Saviour
act in this manner, when his own words, “first make the tree good,” put the stamp of
worthlessness upon every attempt at a merely outward reformation. But if we look upon
the whole affair as symbolical, it assumes a totally different aspect. The abuses in the
temple come into consideration in that case, merely as representing the sin of the
covenant nation, and gross sins were better adapted for this purpose than such as were
more refined, though the latter might really be far worse in themselves.

But what is the meaning of the repetition of this symbolical action? Here is a new rock on
which many have foundered. They start with the assumption that the meaning in both
cases is the same. By this assumption they put weapons into the hands of those who, like



Liicke, change the two occurrences into one, thus impugning the credibility of the
evangelists, and suppose the chronological data to have been lost by tradition.

They are both connected with the prophecies of Malachi, and merely embody a twofold
figure which is employed by him. Under the figure of a double purification of the temple,
he announces a double purification of the theocracy. There first appears the messenger of
the Lord, who prepares the way before him,—that is, the way to the temple and into the
temple, since it is to the temple that the Lord afterwards comes,—and then the Lord
himself, even the angel of the covenant, suddenly appears, who purifies and refines the
children of Levi, and draws near to the sinners to judgment. The actual meaning of the
two representations is subsequently given in plain terms in chap. 4:5, 6. Elijah the prophet
first appears, and seeks to rectify everything (reformation); he is then followed by the
Lord himself, who smites the land with the curse (revolution). The messenger makes the
last attempt to sanctify the Lord in his people, and then the Lord sanctifies himself en
those upon whom this attempt has produced no effect. Now by the first act the Saviour
declared that the idea, of which John had hitherto been the representative, namely, the
mercy of God, which calls sinners to repentance, was most completely realized in
himself. By the second he declared that he was now about to unfold the other side of his
nature, that he would no longer act as a prophet, but as the Lord and angel of the
covenant, and would destroy the obdurate sinners. It was certainly not without a reason
that in both instances the covenant festival, the feast of the Passover. was close at hand.
On the first occasion, the despisers of the covenant were threatened with the destroying
angel conditionally (compare the expression, “lest | come,” in Malachi), namely, if they
did not restore the covenant, the only thing that could secure his passing them by; in the
other case the threat is absolute.

That our explanation of the first expulsion is correct, is most obvious from the whole
connection in which the account stands. That, at that time, the ministry of Christ
resembled chiefly that of John, that its central point was the demand for repentance
(“repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”), is evident from Matt. 4:17. With such a
ministry as this, a symbolical declaration of the unconditional decree of destruction, at the
very outset, would have been altogether irreconcilable, since any symbolical action
performed on entering upon an office must necessarily embody a prediction of the work
about to be performed. The quotation in John 2:17, from Ps. 69:10, must also be borne in
mind. From this it is evident that the first act was not one befitting Christ alone. This
passage could not have been quoted in connection with the second. We have here no
longer the culminating point of those labours which were common to all the true servants
of God (compare the expression used by Elijah, “I have been very jealous for the Lord”),
but a work peculiar to Christ, the Angel of the Covenant. We should also observe the mild
expression employed on the first occasion, as compared with that which is used in
connection with the second. In John the temple is called “a house of merchandize;” in the
first three evangelists, “a den of thieves.” In the latter greater prominence is given to the
contrast between the reality and the idea, which rendered the continuance of the former
absolutely impossible.

In the second instance also, the meaning must be determined from the circumstances. It
happened immediately after the entrance of Christ into Jerusalem as a king, and
constituted a positive declaration that his prophetic labours were drawing to an end. Just
as his entrance had symbolized the immediate fulfilment of the prediction of Zechariah,
announcing salvation, the sole object of which was to set forth the relation of the Saviour



to his own disciples, so did his entrance into the temple symbolize the approaching
fulfilment of the threatening prophecy of Malachi.*® It is the Lord and angel of the
covenant who comes to his temple. Closely connected with this (Matt. 21:18-20) there is
another symbolical action, the cursing of the fig-tree, the meaning of which is precisely
the same, and which embodies the figure contained in Mic. 7:1, where we may find an
explanation of the much tortured 6 yap xaupdg oUk Av cvxmv of Mark. The prophet goes
to look after the harvest, and finds nothing. In the case of the spiritual fig-tree, it is its
own fault if it is not the time of figs. All that follows is of the same description. The
purification of the temple forms the commencement of a whole series of discourses,
symbolical actions, and parables, all relating to the same subject. The Pharisees are never
introduced as the objects of any reformatory efforts. The reckoning is represented in
every instance as already closed; the staff is broken, the sentence pronounced. In Matt.
23:38, the Saviour expresses in words precisely the same as he here sets forth in deeds,
“Behold your house is left unto you desolate.” The temple is represented here as the home
of the whole nation, the previous inhabitants of which have been expelled (compare Luke
19:2-7).—The fact of John’s omitting to mention the second incident may be explained
on the ground that, so far as the history of the closing part of the ministry of Christ was
concerned, whilst the first evangelists described it more according to its outward aspect,
and therefore narrated all the events to which the purification of the temple formed an
introduction, John confined himself more to that which was internal, of which the
entrance into Jerusalem might be regarded as the superscription.

Josephus (Wars of the Jews, 5. 9. 4) says, “You have not avoided so much as those sins
that are usually done in secret, | mean thefts and treacherous plots against men, and
adulteries. You are quarrelling about rapines and murders, and in vent strange ways of
wickedness. Nay, the temple itself is become the receptacle of all.” Here, then, we have
the “den of thieves” once more, a description which is sufficient in itself to show the
symbolical character of the whole transaction. It proves that those whom the Redeemer
expelled were simply the representatives of far greater and more hardened sinners. And,
as we have already said, the reason why these representatives in particular were chosen, is
to be found in the fact that the Lord had Zech. 14:21 in his mind as well as Mal. 3:1.

Lastly, we need hardly direct attention to the tangible proof afforded by these two
purifications of the temple, of the correctness of the explanation which we have given of
the prophecy of Malachi, so far as its leading features are concerned, especially with
reference to the identity of “my messenger” and Elias; or to the explanation which Christ
here gives with reference to his own divine nature, by performing on the second occasion
the work, which Malachi ascribes to the Lord and Angel of the Covenant, as a work
peculiarly his own.

MATTHEW 21:24

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell
me, | in like wise will tell you by what authority | do these things.”

The explanation generally given by commentators is that the words, “I also will ask you
one thing,” etc., are simply a counter-question, with which, in their opinion, the Lord
dismissed the Pharisees, and evaded their inquiry. But if we compare the prophecy of
Malachi, we shall see that the counter-question contained at the same time a reply to their
inquiry, or at least furnished the groundwork of such a reply. For if John received his
authority to baptize, that is, to preach repentance and impart the forgiveness of sins, from



God; if he was the messenger sent by God (compare the expression “from heaven”), the
Elijah, who was to turn the hearts, —then the infinitejy greater follower, who was to
come immediately (é€aipvnc) after the forerunner, must be already in existence; and if
this was the case, who else could he be but Christ, who had already proved himself to be
so both by words and deeds. This evasive reply was naturally followed by the declaration
“neither do I tell you.” They showed plainly enough that their hearts were not turned.
Without faith in the divine mission of John, they could not believe in Christ for the very
same reason, that belief in the former would necessarily have led to belief in the latter.
They had not said A, and therefore could not say B, and every attempt to lead them to do
so would have been in vain.

LUKE 1:16, 17

The angel says to Zechariah: “And many sons of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their
God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

The two principal passages in Malachi relating to the coming of John (chap. 3:1, and 4:5,
6) are here combined. To the former belongs, first of all, the clause, “And he shall go
before him (Evamiov altol),” where the aUtol refers to the koprog 6 0e0g, which goes
before; a fresh proof of the divinity of Christ and his identity with the Lord and the angel
of the covenant. To the first passage also belongs the last clause Etowudoar, etc., which is
to be regarded as a paraphrase of 727 13, “he shall prepare thy way.” Grotius explains
this clause as meaning, “A people ready to receive the kingdom of heaven;” and Bengel
says, “The people is to be made ready, lest the Lord, finding the people not ready for him,
should crush them with his majesty.” All the rest belongs to the second passage. The
careful manner in which the words, “And he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to their
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers,” are explained, apparently
presupposes the existence at that time of misinterpretations such as we find, in fact, in all
the Jewish expositors, from the Septuagint downwards, and also in most of the Christian.
First of all, the essential element of the whole is brought out in the words, “he will turn to
the Lord their God.” The restoration of their union with God through true conversion lays
the foundation for the restoration of the union between the pious fathers and their ungodly
children. Further light is then thrown upon the thought in its more particular form. This is
done by the omission of the second half of the passage in Malachi, namely, the clause,
“and the heart of the children to their fathers,” which is necessarily implied in the first
half, inasmuch as the relation is a mutual one—and substituting in its place the
explanatory words kai Areidgic &v ppovioet Sucaimv. The dreideic were the existing
rebellious generation; the dikatot their pious ancestors. ppovnoig is used in the sense of
disposition. “In the disposition,” etc., is equivalent to “so that they will have the
disposition.” The ordinary construction of verbs of motion with 2, when the object
moving remains in the place to which it moves, is perfectly analogous. “The angel says,
in the prudence, not into the prudence. The feeling (sensus) of those who are just, is
immediately put on in conversion.” Hence the hearts of the fathers are brought back to the
children, that is, the bond of affection is restored between them, in consequence of the
pious dispositions of the former being reproduced in the latter. By this means they
become a “people prepared.” Particular attention should also be paid to the roAAovg. Care
is taken here to guard against a mistaken notion, which the Saviour afterwards expressly
condemns—namely, the idea that a universal anokatdotacic was to be expected from the



forerunner of the Lord, an idea which would never have existed if the fact had not been
overlooked that Malachi simply speaks of the gift and purpose of God. The words, “in the
spirit and power of Elias,” were also as thoroughly opposed as any of the rest to the
notions prevalent at the time. They teach that “the flesh profiteth nothing.” Wherever the
pars melior of Elias, his spirit and power, may be, there is Elias himself.

LUKE 1:43
“And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me.”

By direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit (ver. 41), Elizabeth recognised the Lord in the
unborn child of Mary, who, because he was the Lord, was also her Lord, the Angel of the
Covenant foretold by Malachi, and whose advent had been announced by the angel. Such
a recognition as this belonged to the same sphere as its object, and equally transcended
the limits of nature.

JOHN 1:6
“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”

In the expression aneotaiuévoc moapa Oeol, there is evidently an allusion to the words of
Malachi, “Behold | send my messenger before me.” The whole of the description which
follows forms a simple commentary upon his prophecy. A verbal reference is apparent
again in ver. 9.

JOHN 1:9
“That was the true light, which lighteth every man coming into the world.”

Why does John say ﬁv ... €pyoduevov (was . . . coming) and not more briefly and clearly
Mgy ei¢ TOv x6cpov (he came into the world)? The reply is, that the former gives greater
prominence to the connection with the prophecy. The great €pyouevog (the coming one)
was in every mouth, cU i 0 €pyduevog; (art thou the coming one?) Matt. 11:3, 6 Onicw
nov €pyduevoc in vers. 15, 27, 30 of this chapter. The evangelist retains the form, of the
prophecy, but shows by the v which he prefixes that it had already been fulfilled, he was
a coming one. The elaborate way in which the relation between John and Christ is
afterwards described evidently refers chiefly to Malachi, and is intended to hold up Christ
as the Lord and Angel of the Covenant foretold by Malachi, an intention which was more
likely to exist in the case of John the theologian than in that of the other evangelists. The
contrast between the heavenly and the earthly one is made as marked as possible
(compare the GvOpwrog in ver. 6, which is. certainly not equivalent to tig in this
connection).

JOHN 1VER. 15 COMPARED WITH VER. 39

“John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom | spake, he that
cometh after me is preferred before me; for he was before me.”

“This is he of whom | said) After me cometh a man which is preferred before me; for he
was before me” (Eumpocdév pov yéyovev, Ot TpdTdG oL NV).



My successor is my predecessor, for he is (according to the very prophecy which forms
the centre of my own existence) infinitely older than I. John alludes to Mal. 3:1, where
the sacred enigma to which he gives utterance here was already to be met with. He who
follows “my messenger” (0 Ornicw pov Epyoduevoc) also sends “my messenger.” He is
therefore his predecessor, and, as the Lord and Angel of the Covenant is infinitely older
than he, or rather than everything else in existence (for an explanation of npATHS pov,
compare &v Apyf Nv). There is nothing like tautology here. The absolute pre-existence,
which is clearly implied in the names, “the Lord” and “Angel of the Covenant,” that
occur in the original prophecy, constitutes the antecedent. We have no ground, therefore,
for interpreting EunpocOév as denoting superiority in rank, an explanation for which we
can find no warrant either in Gen. 48:20, or in the passages which Liicke has quoted from
Plato.—If the Baptist everywhere expressed the firm conviction that the Messiah was the
Lord and Angel of the Covenant foretold by Malachi, we cannot possibly see on what
ground it can be maintained that he had no clear or well defined idea of his divinity. And
if the Baptist was not ignorant of the divinity of the Messiah, if it was because he was
aware of it that he declared np®dtd6g pov Nv; then whenever we meet with the assertion,
“The Baptist was certainly not thinking of the Adyog when he used the words np{THG pov
Av,” we must erase the not to make it correct. A time will come when the artistically
constructed edifice into which the doctrine of the Adyog has been built in modern times
will have to be pulled to pieces, and the materials used for a little outhouse adjoining the
principal building, which will be formed exclusively of stones taken from the Old
Testament. In fact, if they were lost altogether, no harm would be done to the question
itself, and only some trifling injury in cases where verbal criticism was concerned. That in
“the Lord, even the Angel of the Covenant,” predicted by Malachi—(as explained by
everything contained in the Old Testament with reference to the “Angel of Jehovah”)—
the essence of his Logos is fully contained, is shown clearly enough by the evangelist in
the fact that he takes the words of Malachi as the basis of the remarks which he has made
upon the subject of the Logos.

JOHN 1:21-23

“And they asked him, art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And
he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to
them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, | am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”

In what has already been stated, we have sufficient evidence that the Baptist merely gave
a negative answer to the question whether he were Elias, on the ground that those who
asked it had in their minds the false notion of a personal reappearance of Elias himself.
We would only remark, in addition, that to the relative denial in this case, a relative
affirmation (in ver. 23) is immediately afterwards opposed. For by declaring himself to be
“the voice crying in the desert,” as foretold by Isaiah, he at the same time asserts that he is
the Elias, and “my messenger,” predicted by Malachi. The proof of this is also to be
found in what has already been said. We have shown that the prophecy of Malachi is
merely a resumption of that of Isaiah, and that it was constantly referred to in this light by
the Baptist, by Christ, and by his apostles. There can be no doubt whatever that John
regarded the xbpiog of Isaiah as the Christ, and therefore also as truly God.

JOHN 1:27



“He it is, who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose shoes latchet I am not
worthy to unloose.”

“It was the duty of a slave to carry the sandals of his lord, and to untie them when they
were taken off.” He who is represented by Malachi as first sending “my messenger,” and
then coming himself, is 7i7x7, the Lord; for him, therefore, the service rendered by a
servant to a lord is far too small.

JOHN 1:31

“And 1 knew him not: but that he should be manifested unto Israel, therefore am 1 come
baptizing with water.”

The allusion to Isa. 40:5 is unmistakeable here,—a fresh proof of the knowledge
possessed by John of the divinity of the Messiah. The design of his baptism, which was
equivalent to the preparing of the way announced by Isaiah, the latter being a figurative
description, the former a symbol (Verkdrperung, lit. embodiment) of repentance, was to
manifest the glory of the Lord, which was now concealed. This allusion is rendered the
more certain by comparing the words in chap. 2:11, “and manifested forth his glory.” In
the miracle of Christ recorded there, John perceived a fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah
respecting the “manifestation of the glory of the Lord.” As Christ is Jehovah, the
manifestation of the glory of Christ necessarily involves a manifestation of the glory of
Jehovah.

1COR. 16:22
“If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha.”

The word Maran-atha, which is so striking in an epistle written in Greek, and written to
Greeks, is in itself a sufficient indication of an Old Testament foundation. The retention
of the Aramean form can only be explained on the supposition that it was a kind of
watchword common to all the believers in Israel; and no expression could well have come
to be so used if it had not been taken from the Scriptures. There can hardly be any doubt
that it actually was taken from Mal. 3:1. We have already shown that this passage was
regarded as the basis of the anticipation of the coming of the Lord. And to this we may
add, that fitw Avadepa is evidently also taken from Malachi, namely, from chap. 4:6,
where there is a similar reference to coming. For the preparation of the way, and the
turning of the hearts mentioned by Malachi, the apostle substitutes love to the Lord Jesus.
They both refer to the same thing, though in different relations. One cannot be conceived
of without the other.

APPENDICES
APPENDIX [ —IMPORTANCE OF THE MESSIANIC PROPHECIES

THE term Messianic is derived from Ps. 2: 2 and Dan. 9: 25, 26, where the Redeemer is
called nw°n, “anointed one.” In the symbolical phraseology of the Scriptures, anointing
represents the communication of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The kings of Israel,
especially, were called anointed men, because they received a peculiarly abundant
measure of the Spirit for their exalted office, whenever they opened their hearts to the
grace of God. In Ps. 84:10, and 132:10, 17, David is called the anointed of the Lord, with
reference to the occurrence recorded in 1 Sam. 16:13, 14, where the figure is embodied in



a symbolical action; and the whole family of David is similarly described in Ps. 18:51,
89:39, 52; Hab. 3:13; and Lam. 4:20. In the highest sense, however, this term was applied
to him in whom the family of David reached its culminating point, and who received the
Holy Spirit without measure. (John 3:34; compare Isa. 11:1.)

When we observe that the Messianic announcements, which are peculiar to Israel alone,
have their origin in the primeval age; that for many successive centuries they continue to
reappear again and again; that they do not occur merely incidentally, and in an isolated
form in the midst of other prophecies, but constitute the very centre and soul of all
prophecy; that they stand out in great prominence even in the Psalms, in which utterance
is given to the living faith of the people of God, under the quickening influence of the law
and the prophets,—we cannot for a moment doubt that to the people of the ancient
covenant the anticipation of a Messiah must have been one of all-absorbing importance.

1. The members of the ancient covenant were in imminent danger of looking merely at
the present, and indulging, in consequence, a spirit of narrow-minded exclusiveness,
which could not fail to lead to the most disastrous results. It led them, on the one hand, to
form low and unworthy conceptions of God, and to detract from either his love or his
power (for if the God of Israel were to be regarded as nothing more than this, he would
cease to be God altogether); and, on the other, to form extremely pernicious ideas of their
own merits, since it was very natural that, supposing the pre-eminence of Israel above the
heathen nations to be permanent in its character, they should trace it to a certain innate
superiority, which rendered them more worthy than any other to be the recipients of the
grace of God. It was of the utmost importance, therefore, for the maintenance of a living
faith in Israel, that its view should be directed beyond the preparatory institutions to the
ultimate issue, in order that the means should be fully recognised as means and nothing
more. Hence, even before the establishment of the Old Testament economy, it was
distinctly announced, and after its establishment the fact was again impressed upon the
minds of the people, that the peculiar relation in which God stood to Israel was merely a
temporary one; that the day would come when the Redeemer and King of the whole
world would appear; and that, until the time of his appearance, the form assumed by the
kingdom of God was merely provisional. The necessity for this announcement is
especially obvious when we observe how, notwithstanding these lucid prophecies, the
greater portion of the Jews were blinded by a carnal mind, and were the victims of the
most disastrous exclusiveness.

2. The announcement of the Messiah was one of the means employed to maintain the
fidelity of the nation towards the Lord in the midst of troublous circumstances.
Proclaimed by the different messengers sent by God with the confidence produced by the
Holy Ghost, depicted in the most glowing colours, and brought, as it were, from the
future into the present, the Messiah became more and more the banner around which all
the downcast, the spiritually downcast of Judah and the dispersed of Israel, collected
together. Thus, for example, in Isa. 7:14, the image of Immanuel is placed before the eyes
of the nation, which is in despair on account of Aram and Ephraim. And thus also do
Jeremiah (in chap. 23:5, 6) and Ezekiel (in chap. 34:23) comfort those who are terrified at
the aspect of the imperial power, by directing their minds to the coming Redeemer. And if
it not infrequently happens that the prophets administer consolation by pointing to joyous
events of an inferior kind in the immediate future, they almost always come back to this
as the most important, the condition of all the rest, the centre of all the hopes of salvation.
For example, when the existence of the nation is threatened by Assyria, Isaiah first of all



predicts the overthrow of Assyria in chap. 10:5-34, and then in chap. 11 points to the
complete salvation to be effected in Christ for the people of God, which constitutes the
pledge of every inferior communication of blessing. This design of the Messianic
prophecies had respect to the entire nation, and was partially secured even when they
were falsely interpreted in consequence of a misapprehension of their figurative disguise.
For that portion of the nation whose Messianic expectations were for the most part
sinfully carnal was thereby preserved from outward apostasy; and even this was of
consequence, since the maintenance of the outward form of the kingdom of God was the
primary condition of the coming of Christ, and, in addition to this, the kernel was
protected by the shell.

3. The glaring contrast between the idea of the nation of God and the form which it
actually assumed during the whole of the Old Testament period, would inevitably have
given rise to erroneous opinions as to the former if the fact had not been forcibly
impressed upon the minds of the people, by the constantly repeated announcement of the
Messiah, that the contrast was only a transient one. In the outward condition of the nation,
this contrast was especially apparent. The nation of God, which, from the very fact that it
was su